
PUBLIC WORSHIP • MAY 5, 2024 

 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • John 6:35 
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 



O Worship The King 
Text: Robert Grant (Psalm 104) 
Music: Johann Michael Haydn • Public Domain 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
almighty, thy power hath founded of old; 
established it fast by a changeless decree, 

and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 



CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Psalm 147:2-3 
Yahweh builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Our heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in our actions, in our words, in our minds, in our very hearts. 
We have believed lies about you. 
We have resented your authority. 
We have loved an illusion of our own righteousness. 
We have lived as if we could run our lives better than you. 
O God, be merciful to us and save us from ourselves. 
Assure us of your forgiveness and your love for us in your Son. 
Grant us true faith and repentance through your Holy Spirit. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Psalm 147:11 
Yahweh takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Psalm 50:14 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 and perform your vows to the Most High. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Hebrews 11:17-19 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom 
it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He 
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father, you rule over the nations of the earth in justice and mercy. 
Give wisdom to our President and representatives in Congress. Bring peace 
between the nations of the world. We plead for your mercy on our nation. 

Holy Spirit, you are the Lord and giver of life. 
Protect and defend Ascension Church and our sister congregations in and 
around Portland. Spread your gospel in this place. We ask for protection 
and prosperity for our city. 

Jesus, you are full of compassion. 
Relieve the suffering of the poor and oppressed in our city. Bring healing 
and joy to those who are ill or facing imminent death, and to those who 
care for them. 

Our Father, you have set us here to cultivate and develop your creation. 
Please give us delight and diligence in our callings. Provide for those seeking 
work. Make us a blessing to our city through our work. 

And teach us to pray as you taught your disciples, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Who Is Like The Lord, Our God? (Psalm 113) 
Text: Wendell Kimbrough • Music: Bruce Benedict & Wendell Kimbrough • © 2013 Cardiphonia Music 

Though equal to God in his glory, Christ Jesus became like a slave; 
he humbled himself in obedience to death, and the cross, and the grave. 

Victorious, he rose to the highest; in glory, the Savior was raised. 
His name above all names exalted; the heavens and earth sing his praise. 

Who is like the Lord, our God? Who with glory fills the sky? 
But humbles himself with the broken to dwell, who is like our God? 

O saints, fix your eyes on the Savior and count all your righteousness loss. 
Be found in his love and his favor, and share in his death on the cross. 

That all of his power in vict’ry, imparted to you, may abound; 
and sharing the sufferings of Jesus, you share in his glory and crown. 

Who is like the Lord, our God? Who with glory fills the sky? 
But humbles himself with the broken to dwell, who is like our God? 



Psalm 46 
Text & Music: Mike Crawford, Isaac Wardell • ©2009 Mike Crawford 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Genesis 22:1-18 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third 
day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy 
will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took 
in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And 
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 
son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for 
a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 
the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand 
and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of Yahweh called to 
him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 
now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead 
of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “Yahweh will 
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of Yahweh it shall be 
provided.” 
15 And the angel of Yahweh called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares Yahweh, because you have 
done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely 
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven 
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 
gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON (Joe Pope) 





 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 1

the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of 2

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”2



I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say 
Text: Horatius Bonar • Music: Kingsfold • Public Domain 



I Know That My Redeemer Lives—Glory, Hallelujah! 
Text: Samuel Medley • Music: American Folk Hymn • Public Domain 



BENEDICTION • Acts 20:32 
And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified. 

~

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (today) we collect Alms, gifts of mercy that the 
deacons can use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of them. If you need financial help, 
please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org. 

After Worship Today • Join us at 11:30 for Sunday School (kids) and Sermon Discussion (adults). 

Midweek Studies 

• 8:15am Tue. men’s study at Longbottom Coffee: 1 Samuel 
Contact: Eric Costa (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com) 

• 1:30pm Wed. women’s study: 1 Samuel 
Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com) 

• 7pm Thu. women’s study of Behold and Believe (Doctor & Kimbrel) 
Contact: Holly McGarry (hollykliewer8@gmail.com) 

Youth Group • 6:30pm to 8pm Wednesdays. Students in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us and to 
invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Church Campout • Aug. 23-25 at Nehalem Bay State Park. 
To register, contact Rob Stevenson (robert.james.stevenson@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The Elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as Elders (or the Deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

Email Newsletter • Visit ascensionpc.org/newsletter to subscribe to weekly announcements.

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Eden Community Church Plant in Aloha (edencommunity.org) 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated*, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. (*We regularly print God’s personal name, “Yahweh,” instead of using the traditional small-caps 
placeholder “LORD” as the ESV does.) Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


