
PUBLIC WORSHIP • MARCH 10, 2024 

 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Isaiah 60:1 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of Yahweh has risen upon you. 



All Praise To God Who Reigns Above 
Text: Johann Schultz 
Music: Mit Freuden Zart, arr. Ascension Presbyterian Church 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 



CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Genesis 3:7-9 
The eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. They heard 
the sound of Yahweh God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of Yahweh God 
among the trees of the garden. But Yahweh God called to the man and said 
to him, “Where are you?” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Fountain of Living Waters, you give to all mankind life and breath and 
everything. But we have refused to honor you or give you thanks. We 
stubbornly pretend that we don’t need you, that we can help ourselves. We 
actively resist your presence and will in our lives. We thoughtlessly ignore 
you, which may be the worst slight of all. Yet you remain a God of light and 
life and love, and, in your grace, you have invaded this world to save us 
from ourselves. Your presence and will, as seen in Jesus, is better than our 
autonomy. We are sorry for our foolish rebellion. Please forgive us, and fix 
our eyes on Christ, who came to seek and save the lost, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Genesis 3:21 
Yahweh God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 
them. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Exodus 2:23 – 3:8 
During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel 
groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue 
from slavery came up to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.         
25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew. 
3:1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest 
of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came 
to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of Yahweh appeared to him 
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn 
aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 When Yahweh 
saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take 
your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God. 
7 Then Yahweh said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are 
in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their 
sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey…” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your inestimable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

Give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. 

And we pray as our Savior taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



O God Our Help In Ages Past 
Text: Isaac Watts (paraphrasing Psalm 90) 
Music: William Croft • Public Domain 



To You, O Lord, I Lift My Eyes 
Text: Psalm 123 • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 22:23-33 
The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no 
resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24 saying, “Teacher, Moses 
said, ‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow 
and raise up offspring for his brother.’ 25 Now there were seven brothers 
among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring left his wife 
to his brother. 26 So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 27 After 
them all, the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, 
whose wife will she be? For they all had her.” 
29 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for 
the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by 
God: 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” 33 And when the 
crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “The Power of the Living God” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be 
married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife 
and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to 
the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.” (Deuteronomy 25:5-6) 

“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 
 You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy!” (Isaiah 26:19) 

“Yahweh is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King.” (Jeremiah 10:10) 

“Because I live, you also will live.” (John 14:19) 

“Someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?’ You foolish 
person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to 
be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain… Just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.” (1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 49) 

“[I pray that you may know] what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places…” (Ephesians 1:19-20) 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2) 

“This is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son… He is the true God and 
eternal life.” (1 John 5:11, 20) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 1

the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of 2

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”2



In Mercy Broken 
Lyric: Reginald Heber • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



May Jesus Christ Be Praised 
Text: Common Book of Prayer 
Music: Benjamin Wilkinson • Used by Permission 

Does sadness fill my mind?  A solace here I find; 
Or fades my earthly bliss?  My comfort still is this: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Be this, while life is mine, my love, my song divine: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! May Jesus Christ be praised! 
My God, the Savior, reigns! May Jesus Christ be praised! 



BENEDICTION • Psalm 22:26 
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 

those who seek him shall praise Yahweh! 
May your hearts live forever! 

~

After Worship Today • Join us at 11:30 for Sunday School (kids) and Sermon Discussion (adults). 

Officer Nominations • Members of Ascension are welcome to give officer nominations to the Elders. 

Midweek Studies 

• 8:15am Tue. men’s study at Longbottom Coffee: the Book of Ruth 
Contact: Eric Costa (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com) 

• 1:30pm Wed. women’s study: the Book of Ruth 
Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com) 

• 6:30am Thu. men’s study at the Starbucks on Walker & 158th: Habits of the Household (Earley) 
Contact: Joe Pope (pope.joe@gmail.com) 

• 7pm Thu. women’s study of Behold and Believe (Doctor & Kimbrel) 
Contact: Holly McGarry (hollykliewer8@gmail.com) 

Youth Group • 6:30pm to 8pm Wednesdays. Students in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us and to 
invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Good Friday Service • 7pm Fri., March 29. 

Easter Potluck Breakfast • 8:30am Sun., March 31. 

Shepherding Meetings • The Elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as Elders (or the Deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

Email Newsletter • Visit ascensionpc.org/newsletter to subscribe to weekly announcements.

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated*, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. (*We regularly print God’s personal name, “Yahweh,” instead of using the traditional small-caps 
placeholder “LORD” as the ESV does.) Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


