
PUBLIC WORSHIP • FEBRUARY 4, 2024 

 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Isaiah 2:5 
O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 

in the light of Yahweh. 



Before The Throne Of God Above 
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft • Music: Vikki Cook • ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship 

When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, 
upward I look to see him there, who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free, 
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me, 

to look on him and pardon me. 

Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness, 
the great unchangeable I Am, the King of glory and of grace. 

One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood, 
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God, 

with Christ my Savior and my God, 
with Christ my Savior and my God. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • 1 John 1:8, 10 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Father in heaven, we thank you for the freedom you have given us through 
the life, death and resurrection of your Son. But we confess today that we 
often live like slaves. Instead of living like you delight in us, we avoid you in 
shame and guilt. Instead of receiving your favor as a gift, we try to earn it 
with our efforts. Instead of accepting your freedom, we prefer our chains. 
Instead of pursuing your purposes, we cling to our short-sighted agendas. 
Forgive us. Embrace us. Cleanse us. Heal us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • 1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Acts 20:32, 35 
“Now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified… By working hard we must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Jeremiah 9:23-24 
Thus says Yahweh: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches,       
24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, 
that I am Yahweh who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in 
the earth. For in these things I delight, declares Yahweh.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Father, we pray for your holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, 
that we all may be one. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

Grant that every member of the church may joyfully and humbly serve you, 
that your Name would be honored by all people. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who lead and guide your church, 
that they may be faithful and diligent servants of you. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, 
that there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake, 
that we may know the joy of living for you. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from grief or trouble, 
that they may be delivered from their distress. 
Lord, in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 

Let us join together in praying as Jesus taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Come, Holy Ghost 
Text: Rhabanus Maurus (A.D. 776-856); chorus by Ray Mills (2005) 
Music: Bruce Benedict & Ray Mills 
©2006 Cardiphonia Music, ©2006 Raymond G. Mills 

O Holy Ghost, through thee alone know we the Father and the Son; 
be this our firm, unchanging creed, that thou dost from them both proceed, 

that thou dost from them both proceed. 
(Chorus x2) 

Praise we the Lord, Father and Son, and Holy Spirit with them one; 
and may the Son on us bestow all gifts that from the Spirit flow, 

all gifts that from the Spirit flow. 
(Chorus x2) 



O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
Text: George Matheson • Music: Christopher Miner • ©1997 Christopher Miner 

NEW TESTAMENT READING • 1 Corinthians 2 
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with 
you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my 
message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God. 



6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom 
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But 
we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is 
written, 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the heart of man imagined, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 
14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is 
himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the 
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Jesus Christ, Crucified” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says Yahweh of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6) 

“Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you 
must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” (Mark 10:43-45) 

“Before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to 
the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when 
the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back 
to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him.” (John 13:1-5) 

“‘Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?’ And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself.” (Luke 24:26-27) 

“Christ Jesus… became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so 
that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” (1 Corinthians 1:30-31) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • Colossians 1:15-20 
Who is Jesus Christ? 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him 
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 



Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus 
Text & Music: Robert Lowry • Public Domain 

5. Now by this I’ll overcome, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Now by this I’ll reach my home, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

O precious is the flow that makes me white as snow; 
no other fount I know; nothing but the blood of Jesus. 



Hosanna In The Highest 
Text: The Book of Common Prayer 
Music: Benjamin Wilkinson • Used by Permission 

(Repeat final chorus) 



BENEDICTION • Acts 20:32 
And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified. 

~

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (today) we collect Alms, gifts of mercy that the 
deacons can use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of them. If you need financial help, 
please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org. 

Congregational Meeting • Today after Worship (instead of Sunday School). All are welcome to join us 
for a brief report from the meeting of Presbytery, and conversation about the 2024 budget and the 
process of officer nominations. 

Midweek Studies 

• 8:15am Tue. men’s study at Longbottom Coffee: the Book of Judges 
Contact: Eric Costa (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com) 

• 1:30pm Wed. women’s study: the Book of Ruth 
Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com) 

• 6:30am Thu. men’s study at the Starbucks on Walker & 158th: Habits of the Household (Earley) 
Contact: Joe Pope (pope.joe@gmail.com) 

• 7pm Thu. women’s study of Jesus through the Eyes of Women (McLaughlin) 
Contact: Holly McGarry (hollykliewer8@gmail.com) 

Youth Group • 6:30pm to 8pm Wednesdays. Students in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us and to 
invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Men’s Retreat • Feb. 23-25 on the Sandy River. The cost will be $90. Contact: Rob Stevenson. 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

Email Newsletter • Visit ascensionpc.org/newsletter to subscribe to weekly announcements.

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated*, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. (*We regularly print God’s personal name, “Yahweh,” instead of using the traditional small-caps 
placeholder “LORD” as the ESV does.) Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


