
PUBLIC WORSHIP • DECEMBER 31, 2023 
THE SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS-DAY 

 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 148:11-13 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
Let them praise the name of Yahweh, 

for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. 



Angels From The Realms Of Glory 
Text: James Montgomery • Music: Henry Smart • Public Domain 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing; yonder shines the infant light. 

(Chorus) 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations; you have seen his natal star. 

(Chorus) 

Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear; 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear. 

(Chorus) 

Sinners, wrung with true repentance, doomed for guilt to endless pains, 
Justice now revokes the sentence, Mercy calls you; break your chains. 

(Chorus) 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 



CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Hebrews 7:23-25 
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, 
because he continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he lives always to 
make intercession for them. 

CONFESSION OF SIN (from Psalm 25) 
Remember your mercy, O Yahweh, and your steadfast love, 
for they have been from of old. 
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
according to your steadfast love remember me, 
for the sake of your goodness, O Yahweh! 
For your name’s sake, O Yahweh, 
pardon my guilt, for it is great. 
Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
for I am lonely and afflicted. 
The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 
bring me out of my distresses. 
Consider my affliction and my trouble, 
and forgive all my sins. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Hebrews 7:26-27 
For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, 
innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, 
first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once 
for all when he offered up himself. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 6:24 
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and money.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Zechariah 2:10-11, 13 
10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell 
in your midst, declares Yahweh. 11 And many nations shall join themselves 
to Yahweh in that day, and shall be my people. And I will dwell in your 
midst, and you shall know that Yahweh of hosts has sent me to you… 
13 Be silent, all flesh, before Yahweh, for he has roused himself from his holy 
dwelling. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

(from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer) 

Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son 
to take our nature upon himself, 
and to be born of a pure virgin. 
Grant that we, being regenerate, 
and made your children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who forever lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 



Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th Century 
Music: French Melody • Public Domain 



Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 
Text: Frank Houghton • Music: French Carol Melody • Public Domain 



GOSPEL READING • John 1:1-3, 14-18 
1 In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through him, 
 and without him was not any thing made that was made… 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
 and we have seen his glory, 
 glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
 full of grace and truth… 
18 No one has ever seen God; 
 the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
 he has made him known. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “The Incarnation of the Word” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him… 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father… 
Believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me.” (John 14:7, 9, 11) 

“He is the image of the invisible God.” (Colossians 1:15) 

“In him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.” (Colossians 2:9) 

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. 
He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.” (Hebrews 1:1-3) 

“He became what we are in order to enable us to become what he is.” (Irenaeus) 

“What has not been assumed cannot be restored; 
it is what is united with God that is saved.” (Gregory Nazianzen) 

“There is no hope at all except for the hope of the Incarnation.” (Augustine) 

“The Incarnation is a greater mystery than that of creation. 
We cannot too often meditate on these things. 
It is the life and soul of a Christian. 
It is the marrow of the gospel. 
It is the wonder of wonders. 
We need not wonder at anything after this.” (Richard Sibbes) 

“’Twas much that man was made like God before, 
But that God should be made like man, much more.” (John Donne) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • Philippians 2:6-11 
What do you believe about Jesus Christ? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, being God, made himself nothing, taking the form 
of a servant, being born a man. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 



Once In Royal David’s City 
Text: Cecil Francis Alexander • Music: Henry J. Gauntlett • Public Domain 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 
and he leads his children on to the place where he has gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars his children crowned all in white shall be around. 



On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing 
Traditional English Carol • Public Domain 

Then why should men on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad; 
then why should men on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad, 

when from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty. 

When sin departs before your grace, then life and health come in its place; 
when sin departs before your grace, then life and health come in its place; 

angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn King. 

All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 
all out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 

“Glory to God and peace to men, now and forevermore, Amen!” 



All Glory Be to Christ 
Lyrics: Dustin Kensrue, 2012 
Tune: Auld Lang Syne, traditional Scottish folk song • Public Domain 

1. All glory be to Christ our King!  All Glory be to Christ! 
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ. 

Refrain: 
All glory be to Christ our King! All Glory be to Christ! 

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ. 

2. His will be done, his kingdom come, on earth as is above, 
Who is himself our daily bread, praise him the Lord of love. 

Refrain: 
All glory be to Christ our King! All Glory be to Christ! 

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ. 

3. Behold our God shall live with us, and be our steadfast light, 
And we shall e’er his people be, all glory be to Christ. 

Refrain: 
All glory be to Christ our King! All Glory be to Christ! 

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ. 



BENEDICTION • Numbers 6:24-26 
Yahweh bless you and keep you; 

Yahweh make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
Yahweh lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

~

After Worship Today • There will be no Sunday School today. 

Midweek Studies 

• 8:15am Tue. men’s study of the Book of Judges, at Longbottom Coffee. 
Contact: Eric Costa (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

• 1:30pm Wed. women’s study (starting a new book on Jan. 10). 
Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 

• 6:30am Thu. men’s study of Habits of the Household (Earley), at the Starbucks on Walker & 158th. 
Contact: Joe Pope (pope.joe@gmail.com). 

• 7pm Thu. women’s study of Jesus through the Eyes of Women (McLaughlin). 
Contact: Holly McGarry (hollykliewer8@gmail.com). 

Youth Group • 6:30pm to 8pm Wednesdays. Students in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us and to 
invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (Jan. 7) we collect Alms, gifts of mercy that the 
deacons can use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of them. If you need financial help, 
please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org. 

Men’s Retreat • Feb. 23-25. Details forthcoming… 
Contact: Rob Stevenson (robert.james.stevenson@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

Email Newsletter • Visit ascensionpc.org/newsletter to subscribe to weekly announcements.

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated*, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. (*We regularly print God’s personal name, “Yahweh,” instead of using the traditional small-caps 
placeholder “LORD” as the ESV does.) Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


