
PUBLIC WORSHIP • AUGUST 27, 2023 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 96:1-4 
Oh sing to Yahweh  a new song; sing to Yahweh all the earth! 1

Sing to Yahweh, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
For great is Yahweh, and greatly to be praised; 

he is to be feared above all gods. 

 The ESV translates God’s personal name, Yahweh, as “the LORD” (small caps).1



Crown Him With Many Crowns 
Text: Matthew Bridges • Music: Diademata, George Elvey 
Arr. © 1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music and Word Music (a div. of WORD MUSIC) 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • John 8:34 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God, you are majestic in your freedom to love. You made us to share this 
glory with you, but we doubted you and became enslaved to sin. Left to 
ourselves, we are spiritually blind, deaf, and lame; we cannot change or 
help ourselves; we are dead to you in our rebellion. We certainly do not 
deserve your kindness. Yet you remain free to love the unlovely, which is 
your glory. Take pity on us, forgive us, and make us alive to you. Restore us 
to true freedom in communion with you. Your declaration of mercy in Christ 
Jesus the Lord is our only hope and prayer. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • John 8:36 
“If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Romans 12:1 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Exodus 33:18 – 34:9 
Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all 
my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 
‘Yahweh.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my 
face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And Yahweh said, “Behold, there 
is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my 
hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away my hand, and you shall 
see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” 

Yahweh said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, 
and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which 
you broke. 2 Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to 
Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain.   
3 No one shall come up with you, and let no one be seen throughout all the 
mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” 4 So Moses 
cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and 
went up on Mount Sinai, as Yahweh had commanded him, and took in his 
hand two tablets of stone. 5 Yahweh descended in the cloud and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of Yahweh. 6 Yahweh passed before 
him and proclaimed, “Yahweh, Yahweh, a God merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and 
worshiped. 9 And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, 
please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and 
pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your inestimable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

Give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. 

And we pray as our Savior taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Before The Throne Of God Above 
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft • Music: Vikki Cook • ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship 

When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, 
upward I look to see him there, who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free, 
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me, 

to look on him and pardon me. 

Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness, 
the great unchangeable I Am, the King of glory and of grace. 

One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood, 
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God, 

with Christ my Savior and my God, 
with Christ my Savior and my God. 



Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
Text and Music: based on the Te Deum, ca. 4th c. • arr. Chip Ueltschey 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 16:28 – 17:13 
16:28 “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
17:1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we 
are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 
9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”         
10 And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah 
must come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all 
things. 12 But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not 
recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of 
Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood 
that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “The Glory of the Son” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) 

“And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed.” (John 17:5) 

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and 
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature… For we did 
not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the 
Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased,’ we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy 
mountain.” (2 Peter 1:3-4, 16-18) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 1

the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of 2

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”2



Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands 
Text: Martin Luther • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
Text: George Matheson • Music: Christopher Miner • ©1997 Christopher Miner 



BENEDICTION • Colossians 1:11-12 
May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, 
for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

~

Church Picnic • Sun., Aug. 27, after Worship, at the Walnut Street Park. 

Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Sept. 2, at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple Street, Hillsboro). We’ll 
share a potluck breakfast together, then discuss “the Lord’s Table” as an element of our liturgy. 
Contact: Eric Costa (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com) 

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (Sept. 3) we collect Alms, gifts of mercy that the 
deacons can use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of them. (If you need financial help, 
please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.) 

Sunday School • Are you interested in serving the children/youth of our congregation? You could help 
with Sunday School! We plan to get started again in September, so now is the time to coordinate 
volunteers. Contact Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 
Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


