
PUBLIC WORSHIP • JULY 16, 2023 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 68:4 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 
his name is Yahweh ; 1

exult before him! 

 The ESV translates God’s personal name, Yahweh, as “the LORD” (small caps).1



Come, Thou Almighty King 
Text: Anonymous • Music: Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Jeremiah 3:12-13 
“Return, faithless Israel, 
   declares Yahweh. 
I will not look on you in anger, 
 for I am merciful, 
   declares Yahweh; 
I will not be angry forever. 
Only acknowledge your guilt, 
 that you rebelled against Yahweh your God.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Father, we are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your 
hands. Forgive us for how we have corrupted your good creation. Gracious 
God, you alone are righteous and holy, and in your presence no sinner can 
stand. Your mercy is our only hope and we ask for your forgiveness. We pray 
for your cleansing touch to wash away our corruption, clothe us in 
righteousness, and for your hands to rework our lives anew. We pray these 
things in Jesus Christ’s holy name. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Jeremiah 31:33-34 
“Their prince shall be one of themselves; 
 their ruler shall come out from their midst; 
I will make him draw near, and he shall approach me, 
 for who would dare of himself to approach me? 
   declares Yahweh. 
And you shall be my people, 
 and I will be your God.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 6:19-21 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” 



DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 44:3-8 
3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, 
  and streams on the dry ground; 
 I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, 
  and my blessing on your descendants. 
4 They shall spring up among the grass 
  like willows by flowing streams. 
5 This one will say, ‘I am Yahweh’s,’ 
  another will call on the name of Jacob, 
 and another will write on his hand, ‘Yahweh’s,’ 
  and name himself by the name of Israel.” 
6  Thus says Yahweh, the King of Israel 
  and his Redeemer, Yahweh of hosts: 
 “I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
  Let him declare and set it before me, 
 since I appointed an ancient people. 
  Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8 Fear not, nor be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  And you are my witnesses! 
 Is there a God besides me? 
  There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Jesus, remember us when you come in your kingdom, 
Have mercy upon us and hear our prayers. 

For all who carry out your ministries within your church, 
We ask for grace and wisdom. 

For those who don’t yet believe the gospel, 
We ask for your faithful love. 

For governors and rulers in every land, 
We ask for your guidance. 

For people who suffer and grieve, 
We ask for your healing peace. 

Holy God, your Son, Jesus Christ has spoken to us the word of 
reconciliation. We come to you now in the words he taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



My Shepherd, You Supply My Need (Psalm 23) 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: North American Traditional • Public Domain 

This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.

Tune: North American traditional
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RESIGNATION
hymnary.org/text/my_shepherd_will_supply_my_need
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Psalm 46 
Text & Music: Mike Crawford, Isaac Wardell • ©2009 Mike Crawford 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.     
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 
4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 
heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And 
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “You Shall Be My Witnesses” (Rev. Dr. Alan Carter) 

Dr. Carter served as pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, AL, from 1986-2016. He holds 
a Ph.D. degree in religious epistemology (apologetics) from the philosophy department of the University 
of Notre Dame, a Master of Divinity Degree and a Master of Christian Education from Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi, and a B.S. degree in Electrical Engineering from 
Mississippi State University. He has taught as an adjunct professor at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Birmingham Theological Seminary, Beeson Divinity School, and both RTS-Jackson and 
RTS-Charlotte. Dr. Carter and his wife, Sally, have made over ten overseas mission trips together, and 
they love encountering God’s people from other cultures. They have two married sons, Nathan and Tim, 
and six grandchildren. 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 1

the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of 2

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”2



Be Thou My Vision 
Text: Unknown, 8th Century 
Music: Slane (Irish Folk Tune) • Public Domain 



Rock Of Ages 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, 
when I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. 
(Chorus) 



BENEDICTION • Matthew 28:18-20 
Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” 

~

Church Campout • Aug. 18-20 at Detroit Lake. The church has reserved eight campsites, and the cost 
is $50 per site. To register, and for more info, contact Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 
Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


