
PUBLIC WORSHIP • MARCH 5, 2023




T H E  WORD


CALL TO WORSHIP • Revelation 3:20

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.


If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,

I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 



All Creatures Of Our God And King

Text: Francis of Assisi • Music: Giestliche Kirchengesänge (1623) • Public Domain







PRAYER OF INVOCATION

He is risen!

He is risen indeed!

Let us pray…


CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Genesis 3:7-9

The eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. They heard 
the sound of Yahweh  God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 1

the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of Yahweh God 
among the trees of the garden. But Yahweh God called to the man and said 
to him, “Where are you?”


CONFESSION OF SIN

Our heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned against you

in our actions, in our words, in our minds, in our very hearts.

We have believed lies about you.

We have resented your authority.

We have loved an illusion of our own righteousness.

We have lived as if we could run our lives better than you.

O God, be merciful to us and save us from ourselves.

Assure us of your forgiveness and your love for us in your Son.

Grant us true faith and repentance through your Holy Spirit.

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.


(silent confession)


ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Genesis 3:21

Yahweh God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 
them.


May the peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you!


OFFERING • Acts 2:44-45

All who believed were together and had all things in common. And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need.


 The ESV translates God’s personal name, Yahweh, as “the LORD” (small caps).1



DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise him, all creatures here below!

Praise him above, ye heavenly host!

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.


OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 78:1-3, 18-29, 32

1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;

  incline your ears to the words of my mouth!

2 I will open my mouth in a parable;

  I will utter dark sayings from of old,

3 things that we have heard and known,

  that our fathers have told us…

18 They tested God in their heart

  by demanding the food they craved.

19 They spoke against God, saying,

  “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?

20 He struck the rock so that water gushed out

  and streams overflowed.

 Can he also give bread

  or provide meat for his people?”

21 Therefore, when Yahweh heard, he was full of wrath;

  a fire was kindled against Jacob;

  his anger rose against Israel,

22 because they did not believe in God

  and did not trust his saving power.

23 Yet he commanded the skies above

  and opened the doors of heaven,

24 and he rained down on them manna to eat

  and gave them the grain of heaven.

25 Man ate of the bread of the angels;

  he sent them food in abundance.

26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens,

  and by his power he led out the south wind;

27 he rained meat on them like dust,

  winged birds like the sand of the seas;

28 he let them fall in the midst of their camp,

  all around their dwellings.

29 And they ate and were well filled,

  for he gave them what they craved… 



32 In spite of all this, they still sinned;

  despite his wonders, they did not believe.


The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray…


Most gracious God, who has promised to reveal his glory among all 
nations,

hear us as we pray for your church. Bless all the ministers of your word and 
sacraments and unite all Christians in the bonds of holy faith, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.


Lord God of our fathers, who has promised to take care of our every need,

give us peaceful times and fruitful seasons. Grant all in authority over us 
wisdom and strength to do your will through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Most merciful Father, comfort all who believe the good news of your grace.

We pray for all who are distressed: the poor, the homeless, the sick, the 
bereaved, and those afflicted in body and mind. Comfort and relieve them 
according to your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.


And now, as our Savior taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



You Are Before Me, Lord

Text: Psalm 139, Ian Pitt-Watson

Music: Trad. Scottish Melody • Public Domain




Psalm 121

Text: 1615 Scottish Psalter

Music: Dundee (Th. Ravenscroft) • Public Domain




GOSPEL READING • Matthew 13:53-58

When Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 54 and 
coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they 
were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called 
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?     
56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet 
is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.”  
58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.


The Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Praise be to you, O Christ!


SERMON • “Unbelief” (Rev. Eric Costa)


“It is not mere ignorance that hinders men, but that, of their own accord, they search after grounds of 
offense, to prevent them from following the path to which God invites.” (John Calvin)


“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God… Whoever believes in the Son of 
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has 
not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.” (1 John 5:1, 10) 






T H E  U PP ER  ROOM 


CONFESSION OF FAITH (Jn. 20:28; Rom. 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; Eph. 4:5; Phil. 2:6-11)

What does God the Father want you to know and trust?

Jesus Christ is Lord! 
1

What does God the Spirit enable you to confess, celebrate, and proclaim?

Jesus Christ is Lord!


Who is the Lord of your life?

Jesus Christ is Lord!


Who is the Lord of the church?

Jesus Christ is Lord!


Who is the Lord of heaven and earth whose reign endures forever?

Jesus Christ is Lord, and there is no other! Amen.


PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful.

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”)


INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER


WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26


THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.

The gifts of God for the people of God.


GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 The oldest known confession of the Christian church is also the shortest: “Jesus is Lord!” This 1

adaptation is meant to unfold some of the facets of this gem of a confession.



My Jesus, I Love Thee

Text: William Featherstone • Music: Adoniram Gordon • Public Domain




Now Thank We All Our God

Text: Martin Rinkart • Music: Felix Mendelssohn • Public Domain




BENEDICTION • 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us 
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts and establish them in every good work and word.


~

Mercy Sunday •  On the first Sunday of each month (Mar. 5) we participate together in some 
compassion and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community…


• ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware 
of them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.)


• FOOD PANTRY — The neighborhood elementary school, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon Food Bank 
site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry beans to donate.


After Worship Today • Join us around 11:30 for Sunday School (kids) and Sermon Discussion (adults).


Men’s Study • 6:30am Wednesdays at Starbucks (16175 SW Walker Road, Beaverton). This group is 
surveying the Bible using The Drama of Scripture by C. Bartholomew and M. W. Goheen. Contact: 
Rob Stevenson (robert.james.stevenson@gmail.com) for more information.


Women’s Studies:

• 2pm Wednesdays. Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com).

• 7pm Thursdays. Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com).


“The Ascenders” • 6:30pm - 8pm Wednesdays. 6th through 12th graders are encouraged to come, 
and to invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com).


Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you?


We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

•

PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT


Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org)

Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com)


Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com)

Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org)


Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan)

Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org)

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org)


Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756.
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.)


___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor.

Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian.

                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor.

___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter.

Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


