
PUBLIC WORSHIP • FEBRUARY 26, 2023 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Revelation 19:5 
From the throne came a voice saying, 
“Praise our God, all you his servants, 
you who fear him, small and great.” 



Come, Thou Almighty King 
Text: Anonymous • Music: Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Revelation 3:17-19 
“You say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy 
from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments 
so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not 
be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I 
love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Jesus, forgive my sins. Forgive the sins that I remember, and the sins I have 
forgotten. Forgive my many failures in the face of temptation, and those 
times when I have been stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the times 
I have been proud of my own achievements, and those when I have failed 
to boast in your works. Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others, 
and the leniency I have shown myself. Forgive the lies I have told to others, 
and the truths I have avoided. Forgive me the pain I have caused others, and 
the indulgence I have shown myself. Jesus, have mercy on me and make me 
whole. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Revelation 3:20 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Luke 6:38 
“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you 
use it will be measured back to you.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 78:1-8 
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
  incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
  I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3 things that we have heard and known, 
  that our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, 
  but tell to the coming generation 
 the glorious deeds of Yahweh , and his might, 1

  and the wonders that he has done. 
5 He established a testimony in Jacob 
  and appointed a law in Israel, 
 which he commanded our fathers 
  to teach to their children, 
6 that the next generation might know them, 
  the children yet unborn, 
 and arise and tell them to their children, 
7  so that they should set their hope in God 
 and not forget the works of God, 
  but keep his commandments; 
8 and that they should not be like their fathers, 
  a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
 a generation whose heart was not steadfast, 
  whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 The ESV translates God’s personal name, Yahweh, as “the LORD” (small caps).1



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, and to offer our 
petitions to you in His name. 
Guide us by your Holy Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will 
and show your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

God of all generations, you formed your church from the despised of the 
earth and showed them mercy that they might proclaim salvation to all. 
Strengthen those you have chosen that they may faithfully endure all trials 
by which you conform your church to the cross of Christ through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

God of comfort, you bear the pain of the world and stand with those who 
sorrow. 
Look with compassion on those who are troubled, cheer them by your 
word, and bring them healing as a sign of your grace through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Mighty God, whose word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: accept 
our requests and further those which will bring about your purpose on earth 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
Text: Edward Mote • Music: William Bradbury • Public Domain 



The Lord, My Shepherd 
Text: Psalm 23 • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

While all my enemies look on, you spread a royal feast; 
you fill my cup, anoint my head, and treat me as your guest. 

(Chorus) 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 13:34-36, 47-52 
34 All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said 
nothing to them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by 
the prophet: 

 “I will open my mouth in parables; 
  I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came 
to him… 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and 
sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “Casting the Net” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 1

the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of 2

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”2



When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
Text: Isaac Watts 
Music: Adapted from a Gregorian Chant by Lowell Mason (Hamburg) 
Public Domain 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 



Love Me To The End 
Text: Samuel Medley • Music: Jeff Koonce • ©2006 Red Mountain Music 

Before thy face I’ve told my case; Lord help and mercy send; 
pity my soul and make me whole, and love me to the end. 



BENEDICTION • 2 Thessalonians 3:5 
May the Lord direct your hearts 

to the love of God 
and to the steadfastness of Christ. 

~

After Worship Today • Join us around 11:30 for Sunday School (kids) and Sermon Discussion (adults). 

Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Mar. 4 at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple Street, Hillsboro). We’ll 
share a potluck breakfast together, then discuss “the Passing of the Peace” as an element of our liturgy. 
Contact: Eric Costa (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com) 

Mercy Sunday •  On the first Sunday of each month (Mar. 5) we participate together in some 
compassion and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community… 

• ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware 
of them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.) 

• FOOD PANTRY — The neighborhood elementary school, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon Food Bank 
site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry beans to donate. 

Men’s Study • 6:30am Wednesdays at Starbucks (16175 SW Walker Road, Beaverton). This group is 
surveying the Bible using The Drama of Scripture by C. Bartholomew and M. W. Goheen. Contact: 
Rob Stevenson (robert.james.stevenson@gmail.com) for more information. 

Women’s Studies: 
• 2pm Wednesdays. Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 
• 7pm Thursdays. Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

“The Ascenders” • 6:30pm - 8pm Wednesdays. 6th through 12th graders are encouraged to come, 
and to invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 
Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


