
PUBLIC WORSHIP • FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Hebrews 12:22–23, 28-29 
You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all… Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire. 



Immortal, Invisible 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith • Music: St. Denio, Welsh Melody • Public Domain 

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render; O help us to see 

’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • 1 John 2:1 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 

CONFESSION OF SIN • (From The Confessions of Augustine) 
O Lord, what evil have we not done? Or if there is evil that we have not 
done, what evil is there that we have not spoken? If there is any that we 
have not spoken, what evil is there that we have not thought to do? But 
you, O Lord, are good. You are merciful. You saw how deep we were sunk in 
death, and it was your power that drained dry the well of corruption in the 
depths of our hearts. All that you have asked of us was to deny our own 
wills and accept yours. Forgive us for every failure to do so and help us to 
follow you in every way and always, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • 1 John 2:2 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 6:19-21 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Exodus 1:1-14 
These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, 
each with his household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, 
Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the 
descendants of Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt.     
6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the 
people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and 
grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And 
he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too 
mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, 
and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and 
escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict 
them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and 
Raamses. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied 
and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the 
people of Israel. 13 So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as 
slaves 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, 
and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made 
them work as slaves. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Jesus, remember us when you come in your kingdom, 
Have mercy upon us and hear our prayers. 

For all who carry out your ministries within your church, 
We ask for grace and wisdom. 

For those who don’t yet believe the gospel, 
We ask for your faithful love. 

For governors and rulers in every land, 
We ask for your guidance. 

For people who suffer and grieve, 
We ask for your healing peace. 

Holy God, your Son, Jesus Christ has spoken to us the word of 
reconciliation. We come to you now in the words he taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



To You, O Lord, I Lift My Eyes 
Text: Psalm 123 • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



Day by Day and with Each Passing Moment 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 13:31-33 
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the 
smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 
in its branches.” 
33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that 
a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “The Strange Kingdom” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Heidelberg Catechism, 60 
How are you right with God? 

Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of 
having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments and of never 
having kept any of them, and even though I am still inclined toward all evil, 
nevertheless, without my deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants 
and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of 
Christ, as if I had never sinned or been a sinner, as if I had been as perfectly 
obedient as Christ was obedient for me. All I need to do is to accept this gift 
with a believing heart. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 



What Wondrous Love Is This 
Text: American Folk Hymn • Music: Southern Harmony • Public Domain 
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Hosanna In The Highest 
Text: The Book of Common Prayer 
Music: Benjamin Wilkinson • Used by Permission 

(Repeat final chorus) 



BENEDICTION • Ephesians 6:23-24 
Peace be to you, brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ with love incorruptible. 

~

After Worship Today • Join us around 11:30 for Sunday School (kids) and Sermon Discussion (adults). 

Mercy Sunday •  On the first Sunday of each month (today) we participate together in some 
compassion and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community… 

• ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware 
of them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.) 

• FOOD PANTRY — The neighborhood elementary school, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon Food Bank 
site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry beans to donate. 

Congregational Meeting • After Worship on Sun., Feb. 19. We will provide a 2022 financial report 
and 2023 budget. We will also make room for a conversation about articulating what is distinctive 
about our congregation as an expression of the church. 

Men’s Study • 6:30am Wednesdays at Starbucks (16175 SW Walker Road, Beaverton). This group is 
surveying the Bible using The Drama of Scripture by C. Bartholomew and M. W. Goheen. Contact: 
Rob Stevenson (robert.james.stevenson@gmail.com) for more information. 

Women’s Studies: 
• 2pm Wednesdays. Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 
• 7pm Thursdays. Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

“The Ascenders” • 6:30pm - 8pm Wednesdays. 6th through 12th graders are encouraged to come, 
and to invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 
Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

ascensionpc.org 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


