
PUBLIC WORSHIP • JANUARY 15, 2023 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Philippians 4:4 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 



Holy, Holy, Holy 
Text: Reginald Heber • Music: John Dykes • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Hebrews 12:15a, 25a 
See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God… See that you do not 
refuse him who is speaking. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Blessed Trinity, you dwell in the sheer delight of eternal communion. You are 
the Lord of joy, and you have made us and blessed us to share your joy in 
relationship with you. But we have sought our happiness apart from you, in 
the things you have made, in the works of our own hands, in anything and 
everything but you. Nevertheless, Lord Jesus, it was your pleasure to 
welcome us back into your own joy, even though it meant your death to do 
so. Even though we don’t deserve it, please forgive us and restore to us the 
joy of your salvation. Make your own joy to be our strength. Grant that our 
greatest delight would be in knowing you and making you known, to the 
glory of your Blessed Name. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Hebrews 12:22-24 
You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Proverbs 3:9-10 
Honor Yahweh  with your wealth 1

 and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 
then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
 and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

 The ESV translates God’s personal name, Yahweh, as “the LORD” (small caps).1



DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 52 
To the choirmaster. A Maskil of David, when Doeg, the Edomite, came and told Saul, “David 
has come to the house of Ahimelech.” 

1 Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? 
  The steadfast love of God endures all the day. 
2 Your tongue plots destruction, 
  like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 
3 You love evil more than good, 
  and lying more than speaking what is right.  Selah 
4 You love all words that devour, 
  O deceitful tongue. 
5 But God will break you down forever; 
  he will snatch and tear you from your tent; 
  he will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah 
6 The righteous shall see and fear, 
  and shall laugh at him, saying, 
7 “See the man who would not make 
  God his refuge, 
 but trusted in the abundance of his riches 
  and sought refuge in his own destruction!” 
8 But I am like a green olive tree 
  in the house of God. 
 I trust in the steadfast love of God 
  forever and ever. 
9 I will thank you forever, 
  because you have done it. 
 I will wait for your name, for it is good, 
  in the presence of the godly. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Father Eternal, God Almighty, you have brought forth from the root of Jesse 
a shoot, Jesus our Savior. 
He is your anointed one, the promised Messiah, in him you are well 
pleased. We come to you in his service, to offer our prayers of intercession 
for the coming of his kingdom. 

Father Eternal, you have anointed Jesus to be both Lord and Christ. 
We pray for the Church of Christ that she might be faithful to her Lord, 
bearing witness to his reign in every land among every people. 

Father Eternal, you have anointed Jesus to be our Lord and Shepherd. 
We pray for those whom you have appointed to be ministers of your gospel. 
We especially ask for your protection and help for our pastor. 

Father Eternal, you have anointed Jesus to be Lord of all the earth. 
We pray that you draw all people to kneel before the Prince of Peace. Please 
establish justice and peace between nations in your world. 

Father Eternal, you have anointed Jesus King of kings and Lord of lords. 
We pray for the rulers of our nation that they might be wise, fearing the Lord 
to whom they must bow in the world to come. 

Father Eternal, you have anointed Jesus a counselor and comforter of your 
people. 
We pray for those among us who suffer, for those who are lonely, for those 
without home or family, for those who are depressed and discouraged, for 
those who are seeking work, for those who are sick, for those who are 
grieving. 

Praise, honor and glory belong to you, Eternal Father, and to your Son, who 
taught us to pray saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
Text and Music: based on the Te Deum, ca. 4th c. • arr. Chip Ueltschey 



I, Even I, Will Sing Unto The Lord 
Text: Amy Carmichael • Music: Edward J. Hopkins • © 1960 Dohnavur Fellowship 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 12:33-37 
“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its 
fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! How can 
you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaks. 35 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth 
good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 36 I tell 
you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless 
word they speak, 37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “How to Bear Good Fruit” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath. 

It is good to give thanks to Yahweh, 
 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O Yahweh, have made me glad by your work; 
 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

How great are your works, O Yahweh! 
 Your thoughts are very deep! 
The stupid man cannot know; 
 the fool cannot understand this: 
that though the wicked sprout like grass 
 and all evildoers flourish, 
they are doomed to destruction forever; 
 but you, O Yahweh, are on high forever. 
For behold, your enemies, O Yahweh, 
 for behold, your enemies shall perish; 
 all evildoers shall be scattered. 

But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; 
 you have poured over me fresh oil. 
My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies; 
 my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree 
 and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
They are planted in the house of Yahweh; 
 they flourish in the courts of our God. 
They still bear fruit in old age; 
 they are ever full of sap and green, 
to declare that Yahweh is upright; 
 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.” (Psalm 92) 

“I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

“I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says ‘Jesus is accursed!’ and no 
one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from 1

the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of 2

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”2



Father, Remember Me 
Text: Psalm 103 • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

Unchanging is the love of God, from age to age the same, 
displayed to all who do his will and reverence in his name. 

(Chorus) 

Those who his gracious cov’nant keep the Lord will ever bless; 
their children’s children shall rejoice to see his righteousness. 

(Chorus) 



God Is The Strength Of My Heart 
Text: Psalm 73 (1912 Psalter) • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

The wicked all prosper, and firm is their health; 
they suffer no pangs as they gather their wealth. 
They never are troubled with sickness or pain, 

but boast to all others of ill-gotten gain. 

(Chorus) 

They question God’s knowledge and boldly defy 
the might and the justice of God the Most High. 

The wicked grow wealthy, have comfort and peace, 
while I, daily chastened, see troubles increase. 

(Chorus) 

In doubt and temptation, I rest Lord in you; 
my hand is in your hand, whatever I do. 

You always are with me; you guide with your word, 
and soon into glory will take me, O Lord. 

(Chorus) 

Whom have I, O Savior, in heaven but you? 
On earth for none other I long but for you. 

My flesh and my heart may be weakened and sore, 
but God is the strength of my heart evermore. 

(Chorus) 



BENEDICTION • Numbers 6:24-26 
The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

~

After Worship Today • Join us around 11:40 for Sunday School (kids) and Sermon Discussion (adults). 

Men’s Study • 6:30am Wednesdays at Starbucks (16175 SW Walker Road, Beaverton). This group is 
surveying the Bible using The Drama of Scripture by C. Bartholomew and M. W. Goheen. Contact: 
Rob Stevenson (robert.james.stevenson@gmail.com) for more information. 

Women’s Studies: 
• 2pm Wednesdays. Contact: Cheryl Boden (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 
• 7pm Thursdays. Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

“Ascension Young Adults” (AYA) •  6:30pm - 8pm Wednesdays. 6th through 12th graders are 
encouraged to come, and to invite their friends. Contact: Tim Sery (fiby2020@gmail.com). 

Shepherding Meetings • The elders want to check in with the members of the church. We like to use 
these questions to kickstart our conversations: 1) What are you thankful for? 2) Where are you seeing 
the grace of God at work in your life? 3) How can we as elders (or the deacons) serve you? 

We’re available for these meetings on a regular basis on the third Sunday of each month for lunch or 
dinner. To schedule a shepherding meeting with us on one of these Sundays, or during some other 
time, contact Eric (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Our Denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (pcanet.org) 
Our Presbytery (pacificnorthwestpresbytery.com) 

Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 
Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 

Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 
Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 
Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

ascensionpc.org 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


