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CALL TO WORSHIP • Isaiah 60:1

Arise, shine, for your light has come,


and the glory of Yahweh has risen upon you.




O Come All Ye Faithful

Text: John F. Wade (1711-1786) • Music: Adeste Fideles • Public Domain


PRAYER OF INVOCATION 



FIRST LESSON • Micah 5:2-5


2 You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,


from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.


3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labor has given birth;


then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,


in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall dwell secure,


for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

5 And he shall be their peace.




What Child Is This?

Text: William Dix • Music: Greensleeves (16th Century English Carol) • Public Domain


Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.


Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you.

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary.


So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, come peasant, king to own him;

the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.


Raise, raise a song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 



SECOND LESSON • Luke 1:26-38


26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”     
29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.




Angels We Have Heard On High

Traditional French Carol • Public Domain


Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?

Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song?


(Chorus)


Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn King.


(Chorus) 



THIRD LESSON • Luke 2:1-7


1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town.      
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.


Away In A Manger

Text: Martin Luther, Tim Sauerwein • Music: James R. Murray • Public Domain




FOURTH LESSON • Luke 2:8-18


8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,


14 “Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”


 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them.




Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Felix Mendelssohn • Public Domain


(Chorus)

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 



FIFTH LESSON • John 1:1-14


1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.


HOMILY 



O Holy Night

Text: John S. Dwight • Music: Adolphe Adam • Public Domain




Silent Night

Text: Franz Gruber • Music: Joseph Mohr • Public Domain


Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight!

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing: Alleluia!


Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!


Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,


Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.


Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;

with the angels let us sing alleluia to our King;


Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!




 






BENEDICTION • Luke 2:14

“Glory to God in the highest,


and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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