
PUBLIC WORSHIP • JANUARY 16, 2022 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 50:14–15 
“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and perform your vows to the Most High, 
and call upon me in the day of trouble; 

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 





PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Hebrews 10:12-14 
When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 
footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who 
are being sanctified. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Holy One, we confess that we are unholy. We have taken the side of your Enemy 
and believed his lies rather than your Word. At a deep level we are suspicious of 
your goodness and authority. We revel in your gifts but do not delight in you. We 
are ungrateful and deluded in our pretended autonomy. You are Love, but we love 
ourselves and hate you. We sin. Clearly we do not deserve your forgiveness, but we 
are bold to ask for it because of your Son, Jesus, who loved us and gave himself for 
us. Please, Father, assure us of your love through the Gospel of your Son, purge our 
sins through the cleansing fire of your Holy Spirit, and crush the devil’s power. We 
ask in the name of Jesus and according to his will. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Hebrews 10:19-22 
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood 
of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that 
is, through his flesh, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 1 John 3:16-18 
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother 
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and truth. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 122 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Lord, you built your church and promised to dwell with her forever. 

Bless all who guard and feed your sheep, those who shepherd souls, those who 
care for the poor, those who minister praise, as well as those who teach your Word, 
that, as you are lifted up, men and women will be drawn to you. 

Lord, likewise, you rule over all the nations of the earth. 

We pray for peace in every corner of the world: where there is war, where there is 
persecution, where there is starvation, where there is sickness, as well as every 
nation where there is suffering, that you will be glorified among the nations. 

Lord, out of the depths of eternity you moved in history in the birth of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

In him was life and the life was our light. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. Cause that light to shine ever brighter in us and 
through us. 

We pray as you taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 









GOSPEL READING • Matthew 5:1-12 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, 
 for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, 
 for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
 for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, 
 for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
 for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
 for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “Blessed Are The Peacemakers” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” (Psalm 34:14) 

“Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but those who plan peace have joy.” (Proverbs 12:20) 

“Within Jesus’ peacemaking death, he reconciles humankind to God, for he has put to death a sinful 
humanity that was born at enmity with God (see Gen. 3:8-10). Likewise, in his resurrection, Jesus has 
created humanity anew, one new man re-created in the Holy Spirit. In so doing, he has broken down the 
walls of enmity that exist between God and man, but also those that separate nations and races… When 
Jesus, the Peacemaker, comes in glory at the end of time, he will vanquish all enmity and strife and 
peace will reign.” (Thomas Weinandy) 

“Peacemakers are people who breathe grace. They draw continually on the goodness and power of Jesus 
Christ, and then they bring his love, mercy, forgiveness, strength, and wisdom to the conflicts of daily 
life… Peacemakers provide a powerful testimony to God’s presence and work in our lives.” (Ken Sande) 

“Real change comes in people’s attitudes toward conflict and reconciliation through a renewed vision of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel is the engine that drives the train of reconciliation… Peacemaking 
is all about Jesus Christ, his person and work, as its ground, message, and manner of 
being… Peacemaking is Christology.” (Alfred Poirier) 

“There is no more godlike work to be done in this world than peacemaking.” (John Broadus) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”†





I Hunger And I Thirst 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, Matthew H. Curl • Music: Matthew H. Curl 
Used by Permission 

For still the desert lies my thirsting soul before; 
O living waters rise within me evermore. 
I hunger and I thirst, Jesus my manna be! 

Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, I hunger for you Lord! 
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, I hunger for you Lord! 



BENEDICTION • John 20:21 
Jesus said, “Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 

~

For Those Joining Us On Zoom… Please remain “muted” throughout the service, but feel free to 
“unmute” afterwards and catch up with each other. (You can find each Sunday’s liturgy posted online 
at ascensionpc.org/worship.) 

After Worship Today • From 11:40 to 12:15, children will gather in the sanctuary for Sunday School, 
and adults are welcome to join the Sermon Discussion in the Fellowship Hall. 

Men’s Study • 6:30am Tuesdays at the Starbucks at the Sunset Esplanade (2521 SE TV Highway). This 
group is discussing Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians. 

Women’s Study • 7pm Wednesdays. This group is discussing Dane Ortlund’s book, Gentle and Lowly. 
Locations vary - contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Congregational Conversation •  Sun., Jan. 23, after Worship. We’ll give a 2021 financial report, 
provide the 2022 budget, and make room for conversation about church matters in general. (There 
will be no Sunday School or Sermon Discussion that day.)

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 
Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 

Rev. Drew Burdette, Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) at Oregon State 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


