
PUBLIC WORSHIP • DECEMBER 19, 2021 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 46:8-11 
Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
he burns the chariots with fire. 

“Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 



Joy To The World 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: George Frideric Handel • Public Domain 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Hebrews 3:12-13 
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 
you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it 
is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
 we have lived in open rebellion 
 against your gracious rule. 

Please, Lord Jesus, may we find 
 our redemption in your passion, 
 the absolution of our guilt in your condemnation, 
 the cancellation of our curse in your cross, 
 the satisfaction for our sins in your sacrifice, 
 our purification in your blood, 
 reconciliation to God in your descent into hell, 
 the death of our flesh in your tomb, 
 immortality in your resurrection, 
 our inheritance in your ascension. 

We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Hebrews 2:17 
He had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Ephesians 4:28; 5:2 
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need… 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 45:18-25 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

(Te Deum Laudamus, 5th Century) 

You are God. 
We praise you! 

You are the Lord. 
We acclaim you! 

You are the eternal Father. 
All creation worships you! 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Power and Might, 
Heaven and earth are filled with Your glory! 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you. 

Father, of majesty unbounded, 
Your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free, 
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood, 
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 
Amen. 



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
12th Century Latin Hymn • Public Domain 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times once gave the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. 
(Chorus) 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them vict’ry over the grave. 

(Chorus) 

O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

(Chorus) 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 

(Chorus) 



Angels We Have Heard On High 
Traditional French Carol • Public Domain 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song? 

(Chorus) 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn King. 

(Chorus) 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 5:1-12 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, 
 for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, 
 for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
 for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, 
 for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, 
 for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
 for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON 
“Blessed Are Those Who Hunger And Thirst For Righteousness” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“Thus says the LORD: 
 ‘Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
 and my righteousness be revealed. 
Blessed is the man who does this, 
 and the son of man who holds it fast…’” (Isaiah 56:1-2a) 

“Let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” (Amos 5:24) 

“Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
 who do his just commands; 
seek righteousness; seek humility; 
 perhaps you may be hidden 
 on the day of the anger of the LORD.” (Zephaniah 2:3) 

“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.” (Jesus, John 4:34) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • Colossians 1:15-20 
Who is Jesus Christ? 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 



All Praise To Thee Eternal Lord 
Text: Martin Luther • Music: American folk tune • Public Domain 

Once did the skies before thee bow; 
a virgin’s arms contain thee now, 
while angels, who in thee rejoice, 
now listen for thine infant voice. 

A little child, thou art our guest, 
that weary ones in thee may rest; 

forlorn and lowly is thy birth; 
that we may rise to heaven from earth. 

Thou comest in the darksome night 
to make us children of the light; 
to make us, in the realms divine, 

like thine own angels round thee shine. 

All this for us thy love hath done; 
by this to thee our love is won; 

for this we tune our cheerful lays, 
and sing our thanks in ceaseless praise. 



On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing 
Traditional English Carol • Public Domain 

Then why should men on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad; 
then why should men on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad, 

when from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty. 

When sin departs before your grace, then life and health come in its place; 
when sin departs before your grace, then life and health come in its place; 

angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn King. 

All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 
all out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 

“Glory to God and peace to men, now and forevermore, Amen!” 



Hosanna In The Highest 
Text: The Book of Common Prayer • Music: Benjamin Wilkinson • Public Domain 

To earth you came a tiny babe, to earth you came our souls to save; 
a child born meek and lowly, the infant King of Glory! 

To earth you came a tiny babe, to earth you came our souls to save; 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! in the highest! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! in the highest! 



BENEDICTION • 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

~

For Those Joining Us in Person… Greetings! We’re glad you’re here! Our access to God the Father, our 
relationship in Christ, our unity in the Spirit is the most important thing in the world. We hope that as 
many people as possible will feel comfortable joining us for Worship, so we’re asking everyone to 
wear a mask while indoors. Whether or not this is an inconvenience to you, please extend patience 
and grace to each other during this time when we might have differing opinions on what it means to 
faithfully respond to God in our love for each other. 

For Those Joining Us On Zoom… Please remain “muted” throughout the service, but feel free to 
“unmute” afterwards and catch up with each other. (You can find each Sunday’s liturgy posted online 
at ascensionpc.org/worship.) 

After Worship Today • There will be no Sunday School or Sermon Discussion today. 

Men’s Study • 6:30am Tuesdays at the Starbucks at the Sunset Esplanade (2521 SE TV Highway). This 
group is discussing Michael Reeves’ book, Delighting in the Trinity. 

Women’s Study • 7pm Wednesdays. This group is discussing Dane Ortlund’s book, Gentle and Lowly. 
Locations vary - contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Christmas Eve “Lessons and Carols” Service • 7pm Friday, December 24.

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 
Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 

Rev. Drew Burdette, Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) at Oregon State 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Betsy L., Missionary in Spain with Serge (serge.org) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


