
PUBLIC WORSHIP • JUNE 13, 2021 

 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Luke 2:14 
“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 



Joy To The World 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: George Frideric Handel • Public Domain 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 



CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 50:7-9a 
The Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
 He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
 Let him come near to me. 
Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God of grace and truth, show yourself to be our Savior. Our sin is folly and insanity; 
it is a gloom of deep darkness, and we have lingered there. In our self-centeredness 
we have spurned your love. We have manipulated and hurt those closest to us. We 
allow ourselves to believe that our sin is no serious offense, but we have forsaken 
you and your glorious purpose for our lives. Can it be true that you have not 
forsaken us? Have you really atoned for our sin by the life and death of your own 
Son? Grant us confidence in our relationship with you, in spite of all our sin. Make 
us to know that we belong to you, and that you belong to us, through the sure 
word of your Gospel and the power of your Holy Spirit. We ask in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Romans 8:31, 33-34 
If God is for us, who can be against us? Who shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died
—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who is 
interceding for us. 

OFFERING • 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
Concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 
you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something 
aside and store it up, as he may prosper. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



GOSPEL READING • John 10:27–30 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. O Christ, begotten of 
the Father before all time, born in a stable at Bethlehem, may your church be a sign 
of hope and glory. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, truly risen from the dead, our Alpha and Omega, may the whole world 
live in peace and justice, according to Your will. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in fulfillment of promise, 
fulfill the needs and desires of those who are sick or sorrowful. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. 

Teach us to proclaim the good news of your Son, who lives and reigns with You in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. 

God, teach us to pray as your Son taught His disciples, saying 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Psalm 121 
Text: 1615 Scottish Psalter • Music: Dundee (Th. Ravenscroft) • Public Domain 



Abide With Me 
Text: Henry Lyte • Music: Justin Smith • ©2007 Justin Smith Music  

I need thy presence every passing hour. 
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness. 

Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory? 
I triumph still, abide with me. 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life and death, Lord, abide with me. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Ecclesiastes 9:1-10  *

But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their 
deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both 
are before him. 2 It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the 
righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to 
him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the 
sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in all that is 
done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the 
children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and 
after that they go to the dead. 4 But he who is joined with all the living has hope, 
for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 5 For the living know that they will die, 
but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of 
them is forgotten. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, 
and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun. 
7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has 
already approved what you do. 
8 Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head. 
9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vaporous life that he 
has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at 
which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your 
might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which 
you are going. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “In The Hand Of God” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“Is God for us or against us? … It is virtually impossible to answer this question simply by looking at 
people’s circumstances.” (Philip Ryken) 

“Love God and do whatever you please: for the soul trained in love to God will do nothing to offend the 
One who is Beloved.” (Augustine) 

“Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it 
is made holy by the word of God and prayer.” (1 Timothy 4:4-5) 

 With some differences in translation from the ESV.*





 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”†



At The Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
Text: Robert Campbell • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

Where the paschal blood is poured, death’s dark angel sheaths his sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed: paschal victim, paschal bread. 
With sincerity and love eat we manna from above. 

Mighty victim from the sky, pow’rs of hell beneath thee lie; 
Death is conquered in the fight, thou hast brought us life and light. 

Hymns of glory and of praise, risen Lord, to thee we raise; 
Holy Father, praise to thee, with the Spirit ever be. 



Love Me To The End 
Text: Samuel Medley • Music: Jeff Koonce • ©2006 Red Mountain Music 

Before thy face I’ve told my case; Lord help and mercy send; 
pity my soul and make me whole, and love me to the end. 



BENEDICTION • Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

~

For Those Joining Us In Person… Greetings! We hope that you will feel comfortable being with us this 
morning (even though church is often an uncomfortable experience!). We leave it up to your personal 
discretion whether you wear a mask or observe social distancing during worship. 

For Those Joining Us On Zoom… Please remain “muted” throughout the service, but feel free to 
“unmute” afterwards and catch up with each other. (You can find each Sunday’s liturgy posted online 
at ascensionpc.org/worship.) 

Coffee Hospitality • We would like more volunteers to help serve refreshments after Worship on 
Sundays, the goal being a larger rotation where people would only need to volunteer once a quarter. 
This would be a great opportunity for young people (age 12 and up) to participate in simple service, 
supervised by Holly! Contact Holly Elliott if you’d like to help (nerdymomma@gmail.com). 

Women’s Study • Connect on Zoom at 7pm on Mondays to study Paul Miller’s book, A Praying Life, 
together. Contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Summer Campout •  Fri., Aug. 20 - Sun., Aug. 22 at Beverly Beach State Park. Contact Nicole 
Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com).

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 
Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 

Rev. Drew Burdette, Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) at Oregon State 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


