
PUBLIC WORSHIP • JANUARY 31, 2021 
 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 118:24 
This is the day that the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 



Worship Christ, The Risen King 
Text: Jack W. Hayford • Music: Henry T. Smart 
©1986 Annamarie Music / Rocksmith Music 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • 1 John 1:8, 10 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we say 
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Merciful God, you sent Jesus to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. We confess 
that we have turned aside to our own way, have ignored your precious word, and 
have sought to find happiness outside of your will and apart from you. In your 
mercy forgive us. We would flee to no other refuge, build on no other foundation, 
receive from no other fullness, rest in no other relief; but alone entrust ourselves to 
Jesus’ saving power, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • 1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Ephesians 4:28; 5:2 
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need… 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 6:19–21 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

O Lord, we cry out to you for the Church: 

Particularly for our sister churches in the Pacific Northwest Presbytery. 

O Lord, we cry out to you for all the people of the earth: 

We pray for those who do not know you; we pray that your gospel would run in 
our city; we pray that your fame and glory would spread here and throughout the 
world. 

O Lord, we cry out to you for our own nation: 

Please give our President humility, wisdom, strength and trust in you. Please bless 
our Governor and our Mayor; please bring prosperity and peace to our city through 
your gospel. 

O Lord, we cry out to you for the poor and suffering of our community: 

We pray for those who are living on the streets. We pray for those who are 
discouraged and suffering in depression. We pray for those who are struggling 
financially. We pray for those who are sick or facing imminent death and for those 
who care for them. 

O Lord we cry out to you with our individual concerns and needs… 

(Silent prayer) 

All of these things we ask of you in the name of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



And Can It Be? (Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Thomas Campbell • Public Domain) 



Only In God (Psalm 62) 
Text & Music: John Michael Talbot • © 1980 Birdwing Music / BMI Songs 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Ecclesiastes 2:1-11  *

I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself.” But 
behold, this also was vapor. 2 I said of laughter, “It is mad,” and of pleasure, “What 
use is it?” 3 I searched with my heart how to cheer my body with wine—my heart 
still guiding me with wisdom—and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what 
was good for the children of man to do under heaven during the few days of their 
life. 4 I made great works. I built houses and planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made 
myself gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I made 
myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 7 I bought male and 
female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. I had also great 
possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been before me in 
Jerusalem. 8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and 
provinces. I got singers, both men and women, and many concubines, the delight 
of the sons of man. 
9 So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my 
wisdom remained with me. 10 And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from 
them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, 
and this was my reward for all my toil. 11 Then I considered all that my hands had 
done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vapor and 
herding wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “The Futility of Hedonism” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

“I used to think that the parts I did or the fame would define me, and someday complete me. But I wish 
everybody fame and fortune so they can cross it off the list and move on to something else.” (Jim Carrey) 

“If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only logical explanation is that I 
was made for another world.” (C. S. Lewis) 

“You have thrilled us by causing us to delight in your praise. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless till they find their rest in you.” (Augustine) 

When I’m drivin’ in my car, and the man come on the radio 
He’s tellin’ me more and more about some useless information 
Supposed to fire my imagination… 
I can’t get no satisfaction, I can’t get no satisfaction 
‘Cause I try and I try and I try and I try 
I can’t get no… I can’t get no… (The Rolling Stones) 

I went out walking through streets paved with gold 
Lifted some stones, saw the skin and bones 
Of a city without a soul… 
I went out there in search of experience 
To taste and to touch and to feel as much 
As a man can before he repents. (U2, feat. Johnny Cash, “The Wanderer”) 

Jesus alone: – if thus it were to me; 
Yet thus it cannot be; 
Lord, I have all things if I have but Thee. (Christina Rossetti) 

 With some differences in translation from the ESV.*



 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”†



When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: Michael James • ©1986 Word Music, LLC 



May Our God Be Known (Psalm 67) 
Text & Music: © 2017 Wendell Kimbrough 

(Repeat Song) 



BENEDICTION • Psalm 134:3 
May the LORD bless you from Zion, 

he who made heaven and earth! 

~

FOR THOSE JOINING US IN PERSON… 

Greetings! In accordance with current state mandates, we are asking people to wear masks and 
observe “social distancing” (6ft) between households during Worship. 

During Communion, parents, please distribute the bread and cup to participating children. 

Thank you for your help making others feel comfortable joining us for Worship! 

FOR THOSE JOINING US ON ZOOM… 

Please remain “muted” throughout the service, but feel free to “unmute” afterwards and catch up with 
each other. (You can find each Sunday’s liturgy posted online at ascensionpc.org/worship.)

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 
Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 

Rev. Drew Burdette, Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) at Oregon State 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

ascensionpc.org 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


