
 

PUBLIC WORSHIP  •  OCTOBER 4, 2020 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 72:18-19 
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

may the whole earth be filled with his glory! 
Amen and Amen! 

FOR THOSE JOINING US IN PERSON… 

Greetings! In deference to current state mandates, we are limiting our services to 50 participants 
each. Please sign up early  if you plan to attend a service. (If you need access to the online signup 
sheet, contact Eric: rev.eric.costa@gmail.com) If your name is not on the list by the time of the service 
on Sunday, and the service is already full, or if you are experiencing symptoms of illness, we ask that 
you would instead join us on Zoom. 

Please wear a mask and observe “social distancing” (6ft) between households. 

During Communion, parents, please distribute the bread and cup to participating children. 

Thank you for your help making others feel comfortable joining us for Worship! 

FOR THOSE JOINING US ON ZOOM… 

Please remain “muted” throughout the service, but feel free to “unmute” afterwards and catch up with 
each other. (You can find each Sunday’s liturgy posted online at ascensionpc.org/worship.)



I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say 
Text: Horatius Bonar • Music: Kingsfold • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Acts 3:19-21 
“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the 
Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for 
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets 
long ago.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God of grace and truth, show yourself to be our Savior. Our sin is folly and insanity; 
it is a gloom of deep darkness, and we have lingered there. In our self-centeredness 
we have spurned your love. We have manipulated and hurt those closest to us. We 
allow ourselves to believe that our sin is no serious offense, but we have forsaken 
you and your glorious purpose for our lives. Can it be true that you have not 
forsaken us? Have you really atoned for our sin by the life and death of your own 
Son? Grant us confidence in our relationship with you, in spite of all our sin. Make 
us to know that we belong to you, and that you belong to us, through the sure 
word of your Gospel and the power of your Holy Spirit. We ask in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Acts 5:30-31 
“The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 
and forgiveness of sins.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 1 Chronicles 29:12-14 
“Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are 
power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. 
And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name. But who am I, 
and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things 
come from you, and of your own have we given you.” 

(If you have brought a gift with you, please place it in one of the bags on the table when you come 
forward for Communion later.) 



DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Ezekiel 47:1-12 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father, you rule over the nations of the earth in justice and mercy. 

Give wisdom to our President and representatives in Congress. Bring peace 
between the nations of the world. We plead for your mercy on our nation. 

Holy Spirit, you are the Lord and giver of life. 

Protect and defend Ascension Church and our sister congregations in and around 
Portland. Spread your gospel in this place. We ask for protection and prosperity for 
our city. 

Jesus, you are full of compassion. 

Relieve the suffering of the poor and oppressed in our city. Bring healing and joy to 
those who are ill or facing imminent death, and to those who care for them. 

Our Father, you have set us here to cultivate and develop your creation. 

Please give us delight and diligence in our callings. Provide for those seeking work. 
Make us a blessing to our city through our work. 

And teach us to pray as you taught your disciples, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Revelation 22:1-5 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the 
city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will 
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “The New Eden” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”†



God Is The Strength Of My Heart 
Text: Psalm 73 (1912 Psalter) • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

In doubt and temptation, I rest Lord in you; 
my hand is in your hand, whatever I do. 

You always are with me; you guide with your word, 
and soon into glory will take me, O Lord. 

(Chorus) 

Whom have I, O Savior, in heaven but you? 
On earth for none other I long but for you. 

My flesh and my heart may be weakened and sore, 
but God is the strength of my heart evermore. 

(Chorus) 



BENEDICTION • Ephesians 6:23-24 
Peace be to you, brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love 
incorruptible. 

~

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 
Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 

Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Drop this contact card in the offering, or hand it to the Pastor.) 

___________________________________________________            [  ]  I am a visitor. 
Name(s)                [  ]  I want to know more about being a Christian. 
                [  ]  I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
___________________________________________________            [  ]  Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone               [  ]  Please use this info for the photo directory.


