
 

PUBLIC WORSHIP  •  DECEMBER 8, 2019 
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Isaiah 2:3 
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths. 



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
12th Century Latin Hymn • Public Domain 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times once gave the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. 
(Chorus) 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them vict’ry over the grave. 

(Chorus) 

O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

(Chorus) 

O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 

(Chorus) 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Colossians 1:2 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

CONFESSION OF SIN (From The Confessions of Augustine) 
O Lord, what evil have we not done? Or if there is evil that we have not done, what 
evil is there that we have not spoken? If there is any that we have not spoken, what 
evil is there that we have not thought to do? But you, O Lord, are good. You are 
merciful. You saw how deep we were sunk in death, and it was your power that 
drained dry the well of corruption in the depths of our hearts. All that you have 
asked of us was to deny our own wills and accept yours. Forgive us for every failure 
to do so and help us to follow you in every way and always, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Colossians 1:13-14 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Psalm 96:8 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

CHORAL OFFERTORY • “Jesus, My Delight and Savior” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

GOSPEL READING • Matthew 27:35-44 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father in heaven, you are over all and through all and in all. All things come from you. 
We exist for you. 
We praise you for all your works, especially in our creation and redemption. 

Holy Father, no one has ever seen you, except the One who is at your side. 
We thank you for making yourself known to us through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Eternal Father, you loved the Son before the foundation of the world. By your grace you have 
loved us even as you have loved him. 
We love you because you first loved us. We want to know you and love you even as your 
Son knows you and loves you. 

Merciful Father, you did not spare your own Son, but gave him up for us all. 
We believe that you sent Jesus to die on the cross to forgive our sins. 

Father of glory, you raised your Son from the dead, and you have given all things into his 
hands. 
We tremble at your power over life and death. We submit to the authority of your Son. 

Father, you have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
We adore you for adopting us as your sons and daughters through Christ. We rejoice that you 
have qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. 
We thank you for your daily care for our physical needs. Please keep our hearts from loving 
the gifts more than the Giver. 

Father of spirits, what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 
We trust that you love us, and that you are forming Christ in us through our temporary 
sufferings. Please have mercy on us in the weakness of our faith, and make us ready for 
heaven. 

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows, you love justice and mercy. 
We want to be more like you. Please help us to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to put 
their needs before our own. 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, teach us to pray as your Son taught His disciples, 
saying 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Within A Crib My Savior Lay 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, Matthew H. Curl • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

A victor’s crown my Savior won, 
his work of love and mercy done, 
the Father’s high ascended Son: 

all glory be to Jesus! 

And soon to glory we will rise, 
because of our Lord’s sacrifice, 

new life through him, the crucified: 
All glory be to Jesus! 

And this is love! And this is grace! 
He came to earth our souls to save! 
And this is love! And this is grace! 

That Christ, our God, did come to save! 
All glory be to Jesus.  
All glory be to Jesus. 



Silent Night 
Text: Franz Gruber • Music: Joseph Mohr • Public Domain 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing: Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, 
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Silent night! Holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing alleluia to our King; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 9:1–7 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
  on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 
  and the staff for his shoulder, 
  the rod of his oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
  and every garment rolled in blood 
  will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
  to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
  and his name shall be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
  there will be no end, 
 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
  to establish it and to uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time forth and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Mighty God” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

VOWS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly 

deserving his displeasure, and without hope save in his sovereign mercy? 

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, 
and do you receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he is offered in the 
Gospel? 

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? 

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of 
your ability? 

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and 
promise to study its purity and peace? 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].) 



Put Not Your Hope In The Nation (Psalm 146) 
Text & Music: Wendell Kimbrough & Paul Zach • © 2017 Wendell Kimbrough 



O Holy Night 
Text: John S. Dwight • Music: Adolphe Adam • Public Domain 



Gloria In The Highest 
Text: Ambrose (4th Century), Martin Luther (16th Century) 
Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used By Permission 

Since the star at Bethlehem brought new light to earth again, 
may our faith shine bright each day; faithful God, keep sin away. 

Christ in glory, intercede for your creature’s suff’ring need. 
Let your resurrecting pow’r soon complete the vict’ry hour. 

(Chorus) 

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing, praise to Christ our newborn King! 
With the Father, Spirit, one, let your lasting kingdom come! 

(Chorus x2) 



BENEDICTION • Colossians 1:11-12 
May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

~ 

Every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, 
to introduce others to the Christ-centered community and life of the church! 

– 
After Worship • Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! Around 11:45am we will begin Sunday 
School classes for the children in the sanctuary, and Sermon Discussion for the adults in the fellowship 
hall. (Infants and toddlers are welcome to join the adults in Sermon Discussion.) 

Advent Choir Practice • 7pm Tuesdays at the church. 

ICS Christmas Gifts •  Immigration Counseling Service (ics-law.org) is a non-profit law firm that helps 
foreign-born residents of Oregon and Southwest Washington, many of whom have been victims of 
human trafficking. In past years we have provided Christmas gifts to families of their clients. If you can 
help this year, please contact Cindy Pope or Nicole Hamilton. 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: Aznoe  Next week: Bonifield 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Jaques  Next week: Stevenson

• 
PRAY FOR THE MINISTRIES & MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT 

Love INC, Hillsboro (loveincgreaterhillsboro.org) 
Northwest Church Planting Network (nwcpnetwork.com) 

Reformed University Fellowship (ruf.org) 
Brian & Faith Janssen, Missionaries in Taiwan with OMF (omf.org/asia/taiwan) 

Public Worship  •  10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro  •  ascensionpc.org 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


