“Depth and strength underlie the simplicity of [Psalm 23]. Its peace is not escape; its contentment is not
complacency; there is readiness to face deep darkness and imminent attack, and the climax reveals a
love which homes towards no material goal but to the Lord himself.”

Derek Kidner

“To be comforted by God'’s glory is genuine Christian contentment... Where this is perceived and heard,
the only possible answer is: “I shall lack nothing.” Any lack can consist only in the fact that our eyes are
closed to the glory of God and that therefore we resist his rule over us as Shepherd.”

Karl Barth
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CALL TO WORSHIP e Revelation 22:17

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
And let the one who hears say, “Come.”
And let the one who is thirsty come;
let the one who desires take the water of life without price.



May Jesus Christ Be Praised
Text: Common Book of Prayer ® Music: Benjamin Wilkinson e Used by Permission
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Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here | find;

Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this:
May Jesus Christ be praised! May Jesus Christ be praised!
Be this, while life is mine, my love, my song divine:
May Jesus Christ be praised! May Jesus Christ be praised!
My Cod, the Savior, reigns! May Jesus Christ be praised!



PRAYER OF INVOCATION

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Let us pray...

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN ¢ Hebrews 7:23-25

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death
from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he
continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw
near to God through him, since he lives always to make intercession for them.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Our Father in heaven, we confess that we have doubted your gracious love. Instead
of living like you delight in us, we avoid you in shame and guilt. Instead of receiving
your favor as a gift, we try to earn it with our efforts. Instead of accepting your
freedom, we prefer our chains. Instead of pursuing your purposes, we cling to our
own agendas. Forgive us. Embrace us. Cleanse us. Heal us. We ask this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

(Silent confession)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS ¢ Hebrews 7:26-27

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no need,
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

OFFERING ¢ Malachi 3:10

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if | will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.”

DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise him, all creatures here below!
Praise him above, ye heavenly host!

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.



GOSPEL READING ¢ Matthew 9:35-36

Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction. 3¢ When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray...

Our Father, you rule over the nations of the earth in justice and mercy.

Give wisdom to our President and representatives in Congress. Bring peace
between the nations of the world. We plead for your mercy on our nation.

Holy Spirit, you are the Lord and giver of life.

Protect and defend Ascension Church and our sister congregations in and around
Portland. Spread your gospel in this place. We ask for protection and prosperity for
our city.

Jesus, you are full of compassion.

Relieve the suffering of the poor and oppressed in our city. Bring healing and joy to
those who are ill or facing imminent death, and to those who care for them.

Our Father, you have set us here to cultivate and develop your creation.

Please give us delight and diligence in our callings. Provide for those seeking work.
Make us a blessing to our city through our work.

And teach us to pray as you taught your disciples, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



O The Deep, Deep Love Of Jesus
Text: Samuel Trevor Francis ® Music: Thomas J. Williams ¢ Public Domain
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O the deep, deep love of Jesus, spread his praise from shore to shore.
How he loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore.
How he watches o’er his loved ones, died to call them all his own.
How for them he intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from his throne.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, love of every love the best.
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing, ‘tis a haven sweet of rest.
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, ‘tis a heaven of heavens to me.
And it lifts me up to glory for it lifts me up to thee.



The Lord, My Shepherd
Text: Psalm 23 o Music: Matthew H. Curl ¢ Used by Permission
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name my end - less praise.

While all my enemies look on, you spread a royal feast;
you fill my cup, anoint my head, and treat me as your guest.

(Chorus)



OLD TESTAMENT READING e Psalm 23
A PSALM OF DAVID.

1
2

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

SERMON ¢ “The Lord Is My Shepherd” (Rev. Eric Costa)
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CONEFESSION OF FAITH e The Heidelberg Catechism, 60
How are you right with God?

Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of having
grievously sinned against all God’s commandments and of never having kept any of
them, and even though | am still inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without my
deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if | had never sinned or been a
sinner, as if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for me. All |
need to do is to accept this gift with a believing heart. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE e Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful.

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”)

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION e 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and
who seek God'’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)



The Lamb Has Overcome

Music and Lyrics: Luke Morton ¢ ©2011 Cardiphonia Music
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The table now is spread, the table now is spread;
the wine and bread, broken body and blood shed, the table now is spread.
The day is drawing near, the day is drawing near;
he shall appear and wipe away each tear, the day is drawing near!

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, glory be unto his name!
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, glory be unto his name!
(Repeat Chorus)



In Christ Alone
Text & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend ¢ ©2001 Thankyou Music
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No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me;
from life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand;
till he returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I'll stand!



BENEDICTION e Hebrews 13:20-21

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in
his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

After Worship ¢ Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! Around 11:45am we will begin Sunday
School classes for the children in the sanctuary, and Sermon Discussion for the adults in the Fellowship
Hall. (Infants and toddlers are welcome to join the adults in Sermon Discussion.)

Mercy Sunday ® On the first Sunday of each month (today) we participate together in some compassion
and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community...

* ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of
them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.)

® FOOD PANTRY — The elementary school in the church’s neighborhood, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon
Food Bank site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry or canned
beans to donate—let’s try to collect 100 items in total! (To volunteer at the pantry, contact Jerilee
Costa: jerilee.costa@gmail.com.)

Men’s Retreat ¢ Fri. - Sun., March 1-3, in Oceanside. The fee is $60. Make checks payable to Ascension,
with “men’s retreat” in the memo line. To reserve your spot, contact Brian Aznoe (baznoe@gmail.com -
you can also get your fee to him). Also, be thinking about whether you'd like to help with a meal...

Refreshments Volunteers ¢ Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice
hospitality. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com)

Today: Hamilton Next week: Aznoe
Nursery Volunteers ¢ Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks?
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com).

Today: Bonifield Next week: Aznoe

Worship at 10am Sundays ¢ SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro
ascensionpc.org ¢ facebook.com/ascensionpc ¢ twitter.com/ascensionpc

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756.

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.)

[11am a visitor.

Name(s) [11 want to know more about being a Christian.
[11would like to get coffee with the Pastor.

[ 1 Please send me the email newsletter.

Email / Phone [ 1 Please use this info for the photo directory.




