“[Biblically speaking,] the fool is not simply one lacking in mental powers;
indeed, the fool may be a highly intelligent person.
The fool is one whose life is lived without the direction or acknowledgement of God.”

Peter Craigie

“The assertion, There is no God, is in fact treated in Scripture
not as a sincere if misguided conviction, but as an irresponsible gesture of defiance...
Every sin implies the effrontery of supposedly knowing better than God,
and the corruption of loving evil more than good.”

Derek Kidner

“Every sin is a kind of practical atheism—it is acting as if God were not there.”
Timothy Keller
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CALL TO WORSHIP e Luke 9:23-24

Jesus said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but

whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”



The People That In Darkness Sat
Text: Paraphrase of Isaiah 9:2-7 ¢ Music: John Morison ® Public Domain
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Let us pray...

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN ¢ Romans 3:10-12

As it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one;
no one understands;
no one seeks for God.
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
no one does good,
not even one.”

CONFESSION OF SIN

Father of mercies, we confess that we have sinned against you. By your Holy Spirit,
come and work repentance into our hearts. Help us to see you as you are: with
outstretched arms, a loving heart, and power to save. Help us to see Jesus, the
friend of sinners, and to follow him more faithfully. As we have received him, so
strengthen us to walk in him, depend on him, commune with him, and be
conformed to him. Cive us an experience of your grace that makes us bold for
others, that we might joyfully tell our friends and neighbors of your saving mercy.
Amen.

(Silent confession)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS ¢ Romans 5:1

Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

OFFERING ¢ 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may abound in every good work.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise him, all creatures here below!
Praise him above, ye heavenly host!
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.



NEW TESTAMENT READING ¢ Romans 1:18-25

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that
have been made. So they are without excuse. 2! For although they knew God, they
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they
became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever! Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray...

(Elder prays)
And now as our Savior taught us, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Before The Throne Of God Above
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft ® Music: Vikki Cook ¢ ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship
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When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within,
upward | look to see him there, who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free,

for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me,
to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
the great unchangeable | Am, the King of glory and of grace.
One with himself | cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood,
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God,
with Christ my Savior and my God,
with Christ my Savior and my God.



Psalm 46
Text & Music: Mike Crawford, Isaac Wardell ¢ ©2009 Mike Crawford
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OLD TESTAMENT READING ¢ Psalm 14
TO THE CHOIRMASTER. OF DAVID.

1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;
there is none who does good.

2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man,
to see if there are any who understand,
who seek after God.

3 “They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt;
there is none who does good,
not even one.

4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers
who eat up my people as they eat bread
and do not call upon the LORD?"*

5 There they are in great terror,

for God is with the generation of the righteous.
6 You would shame the plans of the poor,

but the LORD is his refuge.

7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON ¢ “Fools” (Rev. Eric Costa)

“The ESV does not place quotation marks around vv. 3-4.
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CONFESSION OF FAITH ¢ The Apostles” Creed
What do you believe?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. He descended into hell.” The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholict church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE ¢ Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful.

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”)
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION e 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI * 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and
who seek God's grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)

*When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the
holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

t Or, “universal.”



We Will Feast In The House Of Zion
Sandra McCracken, Joshua Moore ® © 2015 Drink Your Tea Music

(Chorus)

We will feast in the house of Zion.
We will sing with our hearts restored.
“He has done great things!” we will say together.
We will feast and weep no more!

We will not be burned by the fire.
He is the Lord our God;
we are not consumed, by the flood;
upheld, protected, gathered up.

(Chorus)

In the dark of night, before the dawn,
my soul, be not afraid;
for the promised morning— oh, how long?
O God of Jacob, be my strength.

(Chorus)

Every vow we've broken and betrayed.
You are the Faithful one.
And from the garden to the grave,
bind us together, bring shalom.

(Chorus)



I Lay My Sins On Jesus
Text: Horatius Bonar (1843) e Music: Bartholomaeus Gesius (1605) ® Public Domain
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BENEDICTION e Ephesians 6:23-24

Peace be to you, brothers and sisters, and love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love
incorruptible.

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

After Worship ¢ Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! Around 11:45am we will begin Sunday
School classes for the children in the sanctuary, and Sermon Discussion for the adults in the Fellowship
Hall. (Infants and toddlers are welcome to join the adults in Sermon Discussion.)

Parenting Home Group ¢ Today after Worship at the home of Joe and Cindy Pope (15953 SW Tuscany,
Tigard). Join us for lunch and discussion of Paul Tripp’s book, Parenting (ch. 12, “Control”). All are
welcome!

Refreshments Volunteers ¢ Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice
hospitality. Ideally, each Sunday we have two volunteers: one bringing snacks for the children, the other
bringing something for the adults. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com)

Today: Douglas / Douglas Next week: / Bonifield

Nursery Volunteers ¢ Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks?
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com).

Today: Aznoe Next week: Sery

Worship at 10am Sundays ¢ SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro
ascensionpc.org ¢ facebook.com/ascensionpc ¢ twitter.com/ascensionpc

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756.

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.)

[11am a visitor.

Name(s) [11 want to know more about being a Christian.
[11would like to get coffee with the Pastor.

[ 1 Please send me the email newsletter.

Email / Phone [ 1 Please use this info for the photo directory.




