“Disciples are to bear witness to Jesus, not just by representing Jesus but by actually being the presence
of Jesus through the Spirit. In this way they will be the agents of the Spirit’s confrontation of the world,
which is a continuation of Jesus’ own confrontation... Through the disciples’ witness to Jesus by word
and by the life and love of the community, the world will be forced to choose for or against Jesus, just as
they were during Jesus’ own ministry. Those who repent and believe in Jesus can be assured of
forgiveness, and those who refuse to repent can be assured that their sins are not forgiven. Such is the
consequence of rejecting the Lamb of God who has taken away the sin of the world.”

Rodney Whitacre
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THE WORD
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CALL TO WORSHIP e Isaiah 2:3
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Text & Music: Martin Luther (1529) ¢ Public Domain
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Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing:
dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;

Lord Sabaoth, his Name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us:
the Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
one little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth:
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill: God'’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Let us pray...

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN e Jeremiah 3:12-13

“Return, faithless Israel,
declares the LORD.
I will not look on you in anger,
for I am merciful,
declares the LORD;
[ will not be angry forever.
Only acknowledge your guilt,
that you rebelled against the LORD your God.”

CONFESSION OF SIN

Our Father in heaven, we confess that we have doubted your gracious love. Instead of
living like you delight in us, we avoid you in shame and guilt. Instead of receiving your
favor as a gift, we try to earn it with our efforts. Instead of accepting your freedom, we
prefer our chains. Instead of pursuing your purposes, we cling to our own agendas.
Forgive us. Embrace us. Cleanse us. Heal us. We ask this in Jesus” name. Amen.

(Silent confession)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS ¢ Jeremiah 31:33-34

“Their prince shall be one of themselves;
their ruler shall come out from their midst;
[ will make him draw near, and he shall approach me,
for who would dare of himself to approach me?
declares the LORD.
And you shall be my people,
and I will be your God.”

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

OFFERING ¢ Proverbs 3:9-10

Honor the LORD with your wealth

and with the firstfruits of all your produce;
then your barns will be filled with plenty,

and your vats will be bursting with wine.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise him, all creatures here below!
Praise him above, ye heavenly host!
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING e Ezekiel 37:1-14

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray...

Holy Father, our great God, we praise you for your perfect holiness.

We thank you for not sparing your own Son but giving him up for us all. We love
you for adopting us as your children by your grace. We trust you to use every
circumstance for our good as your people.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for taking our condemnation on yourself.

We love you for the pity you showed in rescuing us from our sins. We rest in you
because you are constantly interceding for us with the Father. We thank you that
absolutely nothing can separate us from your love.

Holy Spirit of God, we praise you for giving us new life and living with us
constantly.

We thank you for the war you wage against sin in our lives. We delight in the
assurance you give us that we are God'’s sons in Christ. We love you for searching
our hearts and helping us in our weakness.

Hear us as we pray in the words of the Lord himself, saying

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Before The Throne Of God Above
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft ® Music: Vikki Cook ¢ ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship
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When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within,
upward | look to see him there, who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free,

for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me,
to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
the great unchangeable | Am, the King of glory and of grace.
One with himself | cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood,
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God,
with Christ my Savior and my God,
with Christ my Savior and my God.



We Will Feast In The House Of Zion
Sandra McCracken, Joshua Moore ® © 2015 Drink Your Tea Music

(Chorus)

We will feast in the house of Zion.
We will sing with our hearts restored.
“He has done great things!” we will say together.
We will feast and weep no more!

We will not be burned by the fire.
He is the Lord our God;
we are not consumed, by the flood;
upheld, protected, gathered up.

(Chorus)

In the dark of night, before the dawn,
my soul, be not afraid;
for the promised morning— oh, how long?
O God of Jacob, be my strength.

(Chorus)

Every vow we've broken and betrayed.
You are the Faithful one.
And from the garden to the grave,
bind us together, bring shalom.

(Chorus)



GOSPEL READING ¢ John 20:19-23

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 2 Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending
you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

SERMON e “Spiritual Mission” (Rev. Eric Costa)
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CONFESSION OF FAITH e Philippians 2:6-11
What do you believe about Jesus Christ?

I believe that Jesus Christ, being God, made himself nothing, taking the form of a
servant, being born a man. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE e Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful.

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”)

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION e 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

Therefore let us keep the feast.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and
who seek God'’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)



Abide With Me
Text: Henry Lyte ® Music: Justin Smith ¢ ©2007 Justin Smith Music
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[ need thy presence every passing hour.
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

| fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness.
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory?
| triumph still, abide with me.

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life and death, Lord, abide with me.



Victory In The Lamb
Text & Music: Wesley Randolph Eader ¢ © 2014 Door of Hope

He will clothe the poor with crowns
in the kingdom he calls theirs.
He will raise them to the halls of heaven
and release their earthly cares.

And the hard times, they will come.
And the black clouds, they will break.
But his riches come with the morning sun
and they grow green fields of grace.

(Chorus)

So let all condemnation cease!
Let guilt have no more claim!
Let the devil lose all dominion!
For the Lamb of God he came!
And the Lamb of God was slain!
And the Lamb of God was raised!

We will fix our wandering eyes
on the wonders of our Lord.
By his sacred stripes we have been healed,
through his wounds our joys supplied.

(Chorus)

Now the strong ones and the weak
are the same under his blood.
For empty-handed all must come
to receive his endless love.

(Chorus)



BENEDICTION e John 20:21

Jesus said, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.”

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

After Worship  Please stay a while and join us for coffee and conversation!

Sunday School ¢ We take a break from Sunday School and Sermon Discussion for the summer, but we’ll
be starting those up again in just a few weeks. If you're interested in being a teacher in one of the
children’s classes, please contact Joe Pope: pope.joe@gmail.com.

Monthly Men’s Breakfast ¢ 7:30am Sat., Sept. 1 at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple Street). We're

discussing the Lord’s Prayer. This week: “On Earth As It Is In Heaven.” (Check applyingthegospel.com

this week for the blog post we’ll discuss together.) RSVP and let Eric know what part of the meal you'll

bring, and if you’ll have a friend with you (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com).

Mercy Sunday ¢ On the first Sunday of each month (Sept. 2) we participate together in some

compassion and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community...

* ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of
them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.)

e FOOD PANTRY — The elementary school in the church’s neighborhood, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon
Food Bank site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry or canned

beans to donate—let’s try to collect 100 items in total! (To volunteer at the pantry, contact Jerilee
Costa: jerilee.costa@gmail.com.)

Refreshments Volunteers ¢ Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice
hospitality. Ideally, each Sunday we have two volunteers: one bringing snacks for the children, the other
bringing something for the adults. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com)

Today: / Next week: /
Nursery Volunteers ¢ Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks?
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com).
Today: Aznoe Next week: Sery

Worship at 10am Sundays ¢ SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro
ascensionpc.org ¢ facebook.com/ascensionpc ¢ twitter.com/ascensionpc

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756.

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.)

[11am a visitor.

Name(s) [11 want to know more about being a Christian.
[11would like to get coffee with the Pastor.

[ 1 Please send me the email newsletter.

Email / Phone [ 1 Please use this info for the photo directory.




