
PUBLIC WORSHIP  •  AUGUST 5, 2018 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 148:11-13 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven.  



Be Thou My Vision 
Text: Unknown, 8th Century • Music: Slane (Irish Folk Tune) • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 53:6 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
 we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
 the iniquity of us all. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
 we have lived in open rebellion 
 against your gracious rule. 

Please, Lord Jesus, may we find 
 our redemption in your passion, 
 the absolution of our guilt in your condemnation, 
 the cancellation of our curse in your cross, 
 the satisfaction for our sins in your sacrifice, 
 our purification in your blood, 
 reconciliation to God in your descent into hell, 
 the death of our flesh in your tomb, 
 immortality in your resurrection, 
 our inheritance in your ascension. 

We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 53:4-5 
Surely he has borne our griefs 
 and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
 and with his wounds we are healed. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Exodus 23:19 

The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD 
your God. 



DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Joshua 6:1-21 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father in Heaven, you are the source of every good and perfect gift. You did 
not spare your own Son, but gave him up for us all; how will you not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things? 

We thank you for your daily provision for our physical needs. We thank you for 
your care for our souls. We thank you for your mercy given to us in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

Lord Jesus, You rule over all things for the sake of your Church. You are at the right 
hand of God interceding for us constantly. Nothing can separate us from your love. 

Increase the peace and purity and unity of this congregation. Strengthen the church 
of Christ in our city. Protect and stand with our brothers and sisters everywhere 
who are being persecuted for their faith. 

Our Savior, you invite the weary and burdened to come to you and find rest. Your 
yoke is easy and your burden is light. You are gentle and humble in heart. 

Heal those who are sick. Give your grace and peace to those facing imminent death 
and to those who care for them. Comfort those who are grieving. Sit closely with 
those who are lonely. Provide for those who are seeking work. Free those who are 
struggling with enslaving sins. 

Our great God, we hear your promise that the knowledge of your glory will fill the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the 
One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have 
begun to reign. 

Increase the spread of the Gospel in and through our city, to the world. We ask you 
to extend your mercy to our friends and loved ones. 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Text: Matthew 6:9-13 • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

(Sing twice) 



Psalm 46 
Text & Music: Mike Crawford, Isaac Wardell • ©2009 Mike Crawford 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Romans 11:33 – 12:8 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
  or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Or who has given a gift to him 
  that he might be repaid?”  
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. 
12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we 
have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.      
6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who 
teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Devotion to God” (Rev. Dr. Alan Carter)  



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”†



A Hymn To God The Father 
A Poem by John Donne • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

Wilt thou forgive that sin which I have won 
others to sin, and made my sin their door? 
Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun 

a year or two, but wallow’d in a score? 

When thou hast done, thou hast not done, 
for I have more, I have more. (2x) 

I have a sin of fear that when I’ve spun 
my last thread, I shall perish on the shore; 

but swear by thyself, that at my death thy sun 
shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore. 

And, having done that, thou hast done. 
I fear no more. I fear no more. (2x) 



Hosanna In The Highest 
Text: The Book of Common Prayer • Music: Benjamin Wilkinson • Used by Permission 

(Repeat final chorus) 



BENEDICTION • 2 John 3 
Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, 

from God the Father 
and from Jesus Christ the Father’s Son, 

in truth and love. 

~ 

Please welcome Rev. Dr. J. Alan Carter. He served as pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church in 
Birmingham, AL, from 1986 - 2016. He holds a Ph. D. degree in religious epistemology (apologetics) 
from the philosophy department of the University of Notre Dame, a Master of Divinity Degree and a 
Master of Christian Education from Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi, and a B. S. 
degree in Electrical Engineering from Mississippi State University. He has taught as an adjunct professor 
at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham Theological Seminary, Beeson Divinity School, 
and both RTS-Jackson and RTS-Charlotte. Dr. Carter and his wife, Sally, have made over ten overseas 
mission trips together, and they love encountering God’s people from other cultures. They have two 
married sons, Nathan and Tim, and six grandchildren. 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered 
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible 
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while and join us for coffee and conversation! We take a break from 
Sunday School and Sermon Discussion for the summer. (If you’re interested in being a teacher next year, 
please contact Joe Pope: pope.joe@gmail.com.) 

Mercy Sunday • Today… We’ll collect Alms, which are gifts that supply a fund the deacons use to meet 
urgent needs as we are made aware of them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: 
deacons@ascensionpc.org.) 

Summer Potluck • Sun., Aug. 12 at the home of Joe and Cindy Pope (15953 SW Tuscany Street, Tigard). 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Ideally, each Sunday we have two volunteers: one bringing snacks for the children, the other 
bringing something for the adults. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: _____ / _____  Next week: _____ / _____ 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Bonifield Next week: Rickis

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


