
PUBLIC WORSHIP • MARCH 18, 2018 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 81:1 
Sing aloud to God our strength; 

shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 

“Wherever the Spirit of Christ is, he… 
reveals Christ to the understanding, 
enthrones Christ in the affections, 

gives Christ control of the will, 
endears Christ to the heart, 

glorifies Christ in the soul, and 
conforms the person to the lovely likeness of Christ.” 

James Smith, “The Spirit of Christ” (Sermon, 1865)



Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
Text: Johann Olearius (1611-1684) 
Music: Louis Bourgeois, Trente quatre Pseaumes de David (Geneva, 1551) • Public Domain 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, since the Kingdom now is here.   

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him! 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain! 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign! 

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • 1 John 1:8, 10 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we say 
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Jesus, forgive my sins. Forgive the sins that I remember, and the sins I have 
forgotten. Forgive my many failures in the face of temptation, and those times when 
I have been stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the times I have been proud 
of my own achievements, and those when I have failed to boast in your works. 
Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others, and the leniency I have shown 
myself. Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. Forgive 
me the pain I have caused others, and the indulgence I have shown myself. Jesus, 
have mercy on me and make me whole. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • 1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Exodus 23:19 

The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD 
your God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Ezekiel 36:22-32 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

O Lord, we cry out to you for the Church: 

Particularly for our sister churches in the Pacific Northwest Presbytery. 

O Lord, we cry out to you for all the people of the earth: 

We pray for those who do not know you; we pray that your gospel would run in 
our city; we pray that your fame and glory would spread here and throughout the 
world. 

O Lord, we cry out to you for our own nation: 

Please give our President humility, wisdom, strength and trust in you. Please bless 
our Governor and our Mayor; please bring prosperity and peace to our city through 
your gospel. 

O Lord, we cry out to you for the poor and suffering of our community: 

We pray for those who are living on the streets. We pray for those who are 
discouraged and suffering in depression. We pray for those who are struggling 
financially. We pray for those who are sick or facing imminent death and for those 
who care for them. 

O Lord we cry out to you with our individual concerns and needs… 

(Silent prayer) 

All of these things we ask of you in the name of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Within A Crib My Savior Lay 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, Matthew H. Curl • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

A victor’s crown my Savior won, 
his work of love and mercy done, 
the Father’s high ascended Son: 

all glory be to Jesus! 

And soon to glory we will rise, 
because of our Lord’s sacrifice, 

new life through him, the crucified: 
All glory be to Jesus! 

And this is love! And this is grace! 
He came to earth our souls to save! 
And this is love! And this is grace! 

That Christ, our God, did come to save! 
All glory be to Jesus.  
All glory be to Jesus. 



O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
Text: George Matheson • Music: Christopher Miner • ©1997 Christopher Miner 



GOSPEL READING • John 16:4b-15 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 But 
now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.   
7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.     
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;               
11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When 
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 
on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 
you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “The Spirit of Truth” (Rev. Eric Costa)  





T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Heidelberg Catechism, 60 
How are you right with God? 

Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of having 
grievously sinned against all God’s commandments and of never having kept any of 
them, and even though I am still inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without my 
deserving it at all, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect 
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned or been a 
sinner, as if I had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for me. All I 
need to do is to accept this gift with a believing heart. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  



Come, Oh Come, O Quickening Spirit 
Text and Music: Heinrich Held (1620-1659), arr. Chip Ueltschey 



I Lay My Sins On Jesus 
Text: Horatius Bonar (1843) • Music: Bartholomaeus Gesius (1605) • Public Domain 



BENEDICTION • 2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite a friend, to introduce people to the Christ-
centered community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home 
groups, bible studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while and join us for coffee and conversation. Around 11:45am we start 
Sunday School—kids will meet in the sanctuary before going to their classes, and adults will meet in the 
fellowship hall for Sermon Discussion (young children are welcome to accompany their parents). 

Good Friday Service • 7pm Fri., Mar. 30 in the Fellowship Hall. 

Easter Breakfast • 8:30am Sun., Apr. 1 in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring food to share, and consider 
helping with set-up and/or clean-up. (A sign-up sheet is available online via the email newsletter.) 

Men’s Retreat • Fri. - Sun., Apr. 27-29 in Oceanside… The cost will be $80 for both nights, or $40 for 
one night (meals included). Make checks payable to Ascension Presbyterian Church with “retreat” in the 
memo line, and give them to Tim Sery. There are only a few spots left, so RSVP ASAP. 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Ideally, each Sunday we have two volunteers: one bringing snacks for the children, the other 
bringing something for the adults. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: _____ / Balzer  Next week: Jaques / Douglas 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Sery Next week: Jaques

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


