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Nativitie

Immensity cloystered in thy deare wombe,
Now leaves his wellbelov’'d imprisonment,
There he hath made himselfe to his intent
Weake enough, now into our world to come;
But Oh, for thee, for him, hath th’Inne no roome?
Yet lay him in this stall, and from the Orient,
Starres, and wisemen will travell to prevent
Th’effect of Herods jealous generall doome.
Seest thou, my Soule, with thy faiths eyes, how he
Which fils all place, yet none holds him, doth lye?
Was not his pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pittied by thee?
Kisse him, and with him into Egypt goe,
With his kinde mother, who partakes thy woe.

John Donne (1572-1631)

CALL TO WORSHIP e Revelation 22:17

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
And let the one who hears say, “Come.”
And let the one who is thirsty come;
let the one who desires take the water of life without price.



O Holy Night
Text: John S. Dwight ¢ Music: Adolphe Adam e Public Domain

IN
1 1 T N T

2 I 1 } KT m|
Tenor —foe3——1 i i — 7 m— i___"——d‘ T ‘
\QI [® ] :Iu :l :l‘\ ¥ ——@ et I 1
0] ho -ly night - the stars are bright-ly shin -
5 Tru - ly He taught - us to love one a - noth -
9 t Y ; T ; - 1 T T T ]
G P
%) b & & b ! [ 4 Z° g
ing, it is the night of our dear Sav-ior's birth.
1o er, His law is love and His gos - pel is peace.
9 n n ro— i f - i A T N ]
7 I I N 1 | I T T I 1 [~k 1
66— e =& |
b ® d T
¥ Long lay the world - in sin ander - ror pin -
14 Chains shall He break - the slave he is our bro -
n \ A
y — S s S e — ——— :
‘9 d d i | T et d Il = 1 ] 1
I [ 1 | I I = ]
%) . . o b | | T . ~——  —
ing till He ap - peared and the soul felt its worth.
s ther, and in His name all op - res - sion shall cease.
0 \ " | , | R
P A N I I T 1 T I N ]
gt e
VA 4 r o T @
¥ A thrill  of hope the wear - y soul re -
2 Sweet hymns of joy in grate - ful cho - rus
——————e——— e
e o2 o4 ;o
Y - | N
joic - es, for yon - der breaks a new and glor - ious
2, raise we, let all with - in us praise His ho - ly
7 t T — N I T 0 ~
Y 4% I | [#K0 | L] T 0 ™~ g >y 1 = 1
H——- — H i H- i' — I
' ! { { |
l morn. Fall - - - onyour knees - - -0 hear -
32 name.
er- i I N — T 77s gt X~
O e e e—F = e
] ‘ i ” ] !
¥ the an - gel voic - es! O night - - - - di-
37
9 — N f —1 K | - f ]
D . - - i -H]I 5 J/J - ——& i '5} /i
T 1 I
¥ vine - - - O - onight - - - when Christ was born!
42
H . N
‘é—.‘f—_F' { 14 T y2 A £ = o f 7 !
Do ! — - — i m— = w’ — !
! ]
¥ (0] night! Di - vine! (0] night!
48
In Py T i |
o — o —F q
\%)\J E I y 1 } 1 |
0 night di - vine!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
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FIRST LESSON e Micah 5:2-5

2You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

> And he shall be their peace.



O Little Town Of Bethlehem
Text: Phillip Brooks ® Music: Lewis H. Redner ¢ Public Domain
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For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming, but in the world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born to us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
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26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 22 And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 3° And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3' And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

SECOND LESSON e Luke 1:26-38

3% And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God. 3¢ And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 3 And Mary said, “Behold, |
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.



Il Est Né, Le Divin Enfant
Traditional French Carol ¢ Public Domain

He is born, the divine Christ child,
play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the holy child,
sing we all of the Savior mild.

Through long ages of the past
prophets have foretold his coming;
through long ages of the past,
now the time has come at last!

(Chorus)

O how lovely, O how pure
is this perfect child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure,
gracious gift of God sent down.

(Chorus)

Jesus, Lord of all the world,
coming as a Child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world,
grant to us your heav’nly peace.

(Chorus)



THIRD LESSON e Luke 2:1-7

! In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, > to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. © And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.



It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
Text: Edmund H. Sears ® Music: Richard S. Willis ® Public Domain
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For lo, the days are hast’ning on, by prophet bards foretold,
When with the evercircling years comes round the age of gold;
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.



FOURTH LESSON e Luke 2:8-18

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. ® And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. '® And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. " For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 3 And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
> When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” '® And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. '7 And when they saw it, they made known
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. '8 And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them.



On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing
Traditional English Carol ¢ Public Domain
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Then why should men on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad;
then why should men on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad,
when from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty.

When sin departs before Your grace, then life and health come in its place;
when sin departs before Your grace, then life and health come in its place;
angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn King.

All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night;
all out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night;
“Glory to God and peace to men, now and forevermore, Amen!”



FIFTH LESSON e John 1:1-14

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. > The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. '° He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. " He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 2 But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, '* who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God.

4 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

HOMILY e Rev. Eric Costa

BENEDICTION ¢ Matthew 13:16-17

“Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. For truly, | say to
you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not
see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

10am Sundays ® SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro e ascensionpc.org



