
September 20, 2015 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 29:2 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.  

“[I said previously] that chastity was the most unpopular of Christian virtues. But I am not sure I was 
right. I believe the one I have to talk of today is even more unpopular: the Christian rule, ‘Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.’ Because in Christian morals ‘thy neighbor’ includes ‘thy enemy,’ and so we 
come up against this terrible duty of forgiving our enemies.” 

C. S. Lewis, “Forgiveness,” Mere Christianity 

“We already forgive him for what he’s done, and there’s nothing but love from our family… 
Love is stronger than hate… We’re going to heal through love.” 

The teenage children of Sharonda Singleton, 
who was murdered the day before at a church in Charleston.



Sing A Psalm Of Joy 
Text: Psalm 81 (1912 Psalter) • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

Sound the festal horn, your thanksgiving voicing. 
Praise the Lord your God, as he did command, 

when from Egypt’s land you came forth rejoicing. 
(Chorus) 

O my people hear; when I call you, listen. 
Choose no foreign god, listen to my plea, 

have no god but me; come and be forgiven. 
(Chorus) 

With the finest wheat, I your Lord, would feed you. 
Honey from the rock, I would gladly give, 

that you all might live; hear me O my people. 
(Chorus) 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 1:18 
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 
 they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
 they shall become like wool.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
We confess, our Father, that we do not live up to the family name. We are more 
ready to resent than to forgive, more ready to manipulate than to serve, more ready 
to fear than to love, more ready to keep our distance than to welcome, more ready 
to compete than to help. At the root of this behavior is mistrust. We do not love one 
another as we should, because we do not believe that you love us as you do. 
Forgive us our cold unbelief. And make more vivid to us the meaning and depth of 
your love at the cross. Show us what it cost you to give up your Son that we might 
become your sons and daughters. We ask this in the name of Jesus our 
righteousness. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 51:11 
The ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 6:24 
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Genesis 50:15-21 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died:  
17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His 
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?    
20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I 
will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly 
to them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Almighty God who is from everlasting to everlasting, grant us, amidst the conflicts 
of this world, the comfort of a perfect trust in you. 

From pride and selfishness, greed and anger, spring passions that lead to war 
among brothers and sisters in Christ, as well as war among nations: 

Save and help us, O Lord. 

For all who are afflicted by war within themselves, by the conflicts of doubt, a 
rebellious will, and the darkness of despair: 

Save and help us, O Lord. 

For all who suffer in body and circumstance, the sick, the poor, and the prisoner, 
that they would be touched by your compassion in their time of need: 

Save and help us, O Lord. 

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots • Music: Kentucky Harmony (1820), arr. Chip Ueltschey 



How Deep The Father’s Love For Us 
Text & Music: Stuart Townend • ©1995 Thankyou Music 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Ephesians 4:25-32 
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth  with 1

his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin ; do 2

not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.      
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, 
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Forgiveness” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

 See Zechariah 8:16.1

 See Psalm 4:4.2



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 3

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 4

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 3

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”4



When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: Lowell Mason • Public Domain 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 



Praise To The Lord, The Almighty 
Text: Joachim Neander • Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch • Public Domain 



BENEDICTION • 2 Thessalonians 3:5 
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of 
Christ. 

~ 

Sunday School • We’re looking forward to starting classes again on Sun., Oct. 4! If you are able to help 
teach the children, please contact Joe Pope (pope.joe@gmail.com). 

Presbytery • Pray for the pastors and elders of PCA churches in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Alaska 
as we meet this week. Pray that our worship, work, and fellowship would be Christ-centered, and that 
the Gospel would spread in the Pacific Northwest. 

Musicians • Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:30 at the Costa home for fellowship and practice. Families 
are welcome. Also, if you’re interested in Advent choir, contact Kady Boden (kady@ascensionpc.org). 

Home Group • Next Sun (Sept. 27) at the Costa home. This will be our final discussion of Bolsinger’s 
book, It Takes A Church To Raise A Christian (chs 10-12 + conclusion). RSVP: jerilee.costa@gmail.com. 

Women’s Retreat • Fri. - Sun., Oct. 16-18 at Rockaway Beach. $70. Contact Cheryl Boden to register 
and to help with meals (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Sery Next Sunday: Friesen 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Sery Next Sunday: Tayun 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


