
PUBLIC WORSHIP  •  FEBRUARY 24, 2019 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • 1 Chronicles 16:28-30 
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

bring an offering and come before him! 
Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 

tremble before him, all the earth.  

“Those who refuse to confess their own sins to God and want to be their own rulers find plenty to 
scourge them… Those who trust in the Lord and submit themselves to his rule find his mercy all around 
them.” 

Augustine (354-430 A.D.) 

“The just must be glad in the Lord, not in themselves, for one who is joyful in himself is deceived by 
false presumption… whereas one who is glad in the Lord enjoys delight without end.” 

Cassiodorus (c. 485-585 A.D.)



Father, We Praise You 
Text: Gregory I (540-604) • Music: Christe Sanctorum, French Church Melody (1681) • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • 1 Peter 1:18-19 

You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God of mercy, you are full of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in 
mercy, and always ready to forgive. We confess that we have sinned against you, 
and have clung to evil rather than to Christ. Have mercy on us, and forgive our sin. 
Restore us to newness of life, and seat us at your table of grace, that we may feast 
with delight on all that satisfies the hungry heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • 1 Peter 3:18 
Christ suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 6:24 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING • Romans 4:1–8 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are 
not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but 
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,        
6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts 
righteousness apart from works: 



7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
  and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father in Heaven, you are the source of every good and perfect gift. You did 
not spare your own Son, but gave him up for us all; how will you not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things? 

We thank you for your daily provision for our physical needs. We thank you for 
your care for our souls. We thank you for your mercy given to us in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

Lord Jesus, You rule over all things for the sake of your Church. You are at the right 
hand of God interceding for us constantly. Nothing can separate us from your love. 

Increase the peace and purity and unity of this congregation. Strengthen the church 
of Christ in our city. Protect and stand with our brothers and sisters everywhere 
who are being persecuted for their faith. 

Our Savior, you invite the weary and burdened to come to you and find rest. Your 
yoke is easy and your burden is light. You are gentle and humble in heart. 

Heal those who are sick. Give your grace and peace to those facing imminent death 
and to those who care for them. Comfort those who are grieving. Sit closely with 
those who are lonely. Provide for those who are seeking work. Free those who are 
struggling with enslaving sins. 

Our great God, we hear your promise that the knowledge of your glory will fill the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the 
One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have 
begun to reign. 

Increase the spread of the Gospel in and through our city, to the world. We ask you 
to extend your mercy to our friends and loved ones. 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 



Sing A Psalm Of Joy 
Text: Psalm 81 (1912 Psalter) • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

Sound the festal horn, your thanksgiving voicing. 
Praise the Lord your God, as he did command, 

when from Egypt’s land you came forth rejoicing. 

(Chorus) 

O my people hear; when I call you, listen. 
Choose no foreign god, listen to my plea, 

have no god but me; come and be forgiven. 

(Chorus) 

With the finest wheat, I your Lord, would feed you. 
Honey from the rock, I would gladly give, 

that you all might live; hear me O my people. 

(Chorus) 



I Lay My Sins On Jesus 
Text: Horatius Bonar (1843) • Music: Bartholomaeus Gesius (1605) • Public Domain 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 32 
A MASKIL OF DAVID. 

1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
  whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
  and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
  through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
  my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 
5 I acknowledged my sin to you, 
  and I did not cover my iniquity; 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
  and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.   Selah 
6 Therefore let everyone who is godly 
  offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 
 surely in the rush of great waters, 
  they shall not reach him. 
7 You are a hiding place for me; 
  you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  Selah 
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
  I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
  which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
  or it will not stay near you. 
10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
  but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 
11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, 
  and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Blessed Are The Forgiven” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”†



Who Is Like The Lord, Our God? (Psalm 113) 
Text: Wendell Kimbrough • Music: Bruce Benedict & Wendell Kimbrough • © 2013 Cardiphonia Music 

Though equal to God in his glory, Christ Jesus became like a slave; 
he humbled himself in obedience to death, and the cross, and the grave. 

Victorious, he rose to the highest; in glory, the Savior was raised. 
His name above all names exalted; the heavens and earth sing his praise. 

Who is like the Lord, our God? Who with glory fills the sky? 
But humbles himself with the broken to dwell, who is like our God? 

O saints, fix your eyes on the Savior and count all your righteousness loss. 
Be found in his love and his favor, and share in his death on the cross. 

That all of his power in vict’ry, imparted to you, may abound; 
and sharing the sufferings of Jesus, you share in his glory and crown. 

Who is like the Lord, our God? Who with glory fills the sky? 
But humbles himself with the broken to dwell, who is like our God? 



Rejoice In Christ Your King 
Text: Edward H. Plumtree • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest, 
the pilgrims reach their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice in Christ your King! 

Praise God, who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore: 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God forevermore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice in Christ your King! 



BENEDICTION • 2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered 
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible 
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! Around 11:45am we will begin Sunday 
School classes for the children in the sanctuary, and Sermon Discussion for the adults in the Fellowship 
Hall. (Infants and toddlers are welcome to join the adults in Sermon Discussion.) 

Men’s Retreat • Fri. - Sun., March 1-3, in Oceanside. The fee is $60. Make checks payable to Ascension, 
with “men’s retreat” in the memo line. (Today is the deadline for getting your fee to Brian Aznoe!) 

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (Mar. 3) we participate together in some compassion 
and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community… 

• ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of 
them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.) 

• FOOD PANTRY — The elementary school in the church’s neighborhood, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon 
Food Bank site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry or canned 
beans to donate—let’s try to collect 100 items in total! (To volunteer at the pantry, contact Jerilee 
Costa: jerilee.costa@gmail.com.) 

Congregational Meeting • Sun., Mar. 10, after Worship. The purpose of this meeting is to elect Brian 
Aznoe and Bill Duncan to the office of Deacon, and Tim Sery to the office of Elder. These men were 
nominated by the congregation, have been trained and examined by the current officers, and are 
approved by the Session to stand for election. We recommend that you elect them all. Everyone is 
welcome at the congregational meeting; it is especially important for members to attend in order to vote. 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: Balzer  Next week: Douglas 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Bonifield  Next week: Rickis

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


