
PUBLIC WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 30, 2018 

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Colossians 3:16-17 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another 
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  



As With Gladness Men Of Old 
Text: William Chatterton Dix • Music: Conrad Kocher • Public Domain 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day keep us in the narrow way; 
and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 

In the heav’nly country bright need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down; 

there forever may we sing alleluias to our King. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Colossians 1:19-20 

In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 
cross. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God, you are majestic in your freedom to love. You made us to share this glory, but 
we doubted you and became enslaved to sin. Left to ourselves, we are spiritually 
blind, deaf, and lame; we cannot change or help ourselves; we are dead to you in 
our rebellion. We certainly do not deserve your kindness. Yet you remain free to 
love the unlovely, which is your glory. Take pity on us, forgive us, and make us alive 
to you. Restore us to true freedom in communion with you. Your declaration of 
mercy in Christ Jesus the Lord is our only hope and prayer. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Colossians 1:21-22 
You, who were once alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Exodus 23:19 

The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD 
your God. 

QUARTET OFFERTORY • “Sans Day Carol” (19th c. Traditional Cornish Carol) 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Jeremiah 33:10–12 
“Thus says the LORD: In this place of which you say, ‘It is a waste without man or 
beast,’ in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, without 
man or inhabitant or beast, there shall be heard again 11 the voice of mirth and the 
voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the 
voices of those who sing, as they bring thank offerings to the house of the LORD: 

 “‘Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, 
  for the LORD is good, 
  for his steadfast love endures forever!’ 

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as at first, says the LORD. 
12 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: In this place that is waste, without man or beast, 
and in all of its cities, there shall again be habitations of shepherds resting their 
flocks.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

(Elder prays) 

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Once In Royal David’s City 
Text: Cecil Francis Alexander • Music: Henry J. Gauntlett • Public Domain 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 
and he leads his children on to the place where he has gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars his children crowned all in white shall be around. 



The First Noel 
Traditional English Carol • Public Domain 

They lookéd up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

(Chorus) 

And by the light of that same star, 
three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a King was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 

(Chorus) 

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 

that hath made heaven and earth of naught, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. 

(Chorus) 



GOSPEL READING • Luke 2:8-20 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “Christmas Carols” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Nicene Creed 
What do you believe? 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

And we believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 
Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who, for us 
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, 
with glory, to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. And we believe in one holy catholic  and apostolic Church. *

We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  

 Or, “universal.”*



Angels We Have Heard On High 
Traditional French Carol • Public Domain 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song? 

(Chorus) 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn King. 

(Chorus) 



Gloria In The Highest 
Text: Ambrose (4th Century), Martin Luther (16th Century) 
Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used By Permission 

Since the star at Bethlehem brought new light to earth again, 
may our faith shine bright each day; faithful God, keep sin away. 

Christ in glory, intercede for your creature’s suff’ring need. 
Let your resurrecting pow’r soon complete the vict’ry hour. 

(Chorus) 

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing, praise to Christ our newborn King! 
With the Father, Spirit, one, let your lasting kingdom come! 

(Chorus x2) 



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Felix Mendelssohn • Public Domain 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 
late in time, behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 



BENEDICTION • Luke 2:14 
“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered 
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible 
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! (There will be no Sunday School today.) 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Jan. 5 at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple Street, Hillsboro). 
We’ll begin a new series of conversations on the Ten Commandments. (Check applyingthegospel.com 
this week for the blog post we’ll discuss together.) RSVP and let Eric know what part of the meal you’ll 
bring, and if you’ll have a friend with you (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (Jan. 6) we participate together in some compassion 
and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community… 

• ALMS — These gifts go toward a fund the deacons use to meet urgent needs as we are made aware of 
them. (If you need financial help, please let us know! Contact: deacons@ascensionpc.org.) 

• FOOD PANTRY — The elementary school in the church’s neighborhood, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon 
Food Bank site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry or canned 
beans to donate—let’s try to collect 100 items in total! (To volunteer at the pantry, contact Jerilee 
Costa: jerilee.costa@gmail.com.) 

Jan. - Nov. Finance Report (Account Balance: $36,623) 

Giving: $130,539       Operating Expenses: $134,956       Fairview Expenses: $14,435       Net: -$18,851 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: Jaques  Next week: C. Boden 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Aznoe  Next week: Sery

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


