
PUBLIC WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 23, 2018 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Revelation 3:20 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
Text: Charles Wesley & Mark Hunt • Music: Rowland Hugh Pritchard • Public Domain 

Joy to those who long to see thee, Day-spring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing, news, glad tidings of a birth; 

“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 

Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories knew no end; 
by his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 

Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all. 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Colossians 1:2 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Holy One, we confess that we are unholy. We have taken the side of your Enemy 
and believed his lies rather than your Word. At a deep level we are suspicious of 
your goodness and authority. We revel in your gifts but do not delight in you. We 
are ungrateful and deluded in our pretended autonomy. You are Love, but we love 
ourselves and hate you. We sin. Clearly we do not deserve your forgiveness, but we 
are bold to ask for it because of your Son, Jesus, who loved us and gave himself for 
us. Please, Father, assure us of your love through the Gospel of your Son, purge our 
sins through the cleansing fire of your Holy Spirit, and crush the devil’s power. We 
ask in the name of Jesus and according to his will. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Colossians 1:13-14 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 1 John 3:16-18 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother 
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and truth. 

CHORAL OFFERTORY • “A Thousand Stars” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 25:6-9 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

(Te Deum Laudamus, 5th Century) 

You are God. 
We praise you! 

You are the Lord. 
We acclaim you! 

You are the eternal Father. 
All creation worships you! 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Power and Might, 
Heaven and earth are filled with Your glory! 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you. 

Father, of majesty unbounded, 
Your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free, 
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood, 
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 
Amen. 



Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 
Text: Frank Houghton • Music: French Carol Melody • Public Domain 



Of The Father’s Love Begotten 
Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413 • Music: Divinum Mysterium, 11th c. 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to 
call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again 
he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and 
destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the 
main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those 
servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 
good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had 
no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “Christmas Feasts” (Rev. Eric Costa) 





 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • Philippians 2:6-11 
What do you believe about Jesus Christ? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, being God, made himself nothing, taking the form of a 
servant, being born a man. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  



Gesu Bambino (Myndi Koch & Tim Sauerwein) 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th Century • Music: French Melody • Public Domain 



Joy To The World 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: George Frederick Handel • Public Domain 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 



BENEDICTION • Revelation 19:9 
“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered 
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible 
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! Around 11:45am we will begin Sunday 
School classes for the children in the sanctuary, and Sermon Discussion for the adults in the Fellowship 
Hall. (Infants and toddlers are welcome to join the adults in Sermon Discussion.) 

Christmas Eve Service • 7pm Mon., Dec. 24 at Tualatin Valley Community Church (511 SW 211th Ave., 
Beaverton, 97006 - near the intersection of Baseline and Cornelius Pass Road). This will be a joint 
celebration with TVCC.  

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: Aznoe  Next week: Jaques 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Elliott  Next week: Aznoe

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


