
PUBLIC WORSHIP 
DECEMBER 2, 2018 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Isaiah 60:1 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 



The People That In Darkness Sat 
Text: Paraphrase of Isaiah 9:2-7 • Music: John Morison • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor men 
who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
 we have lived in open rebellion 
 against your gracious rule. 

Please, Lord Jesus, may we find 
 our redemption in your passion, 
 the absolution of our guilt in your condemnation, 
 the cancellation of our curse in your cross, 
 the satisfaction for our sins in your sacrifice, 
 our purification in your blood, 
 reconciliation to God in your descent into hell, 
 the death of our flesh in your tomb, 
 immortality in your resurrection, 
 our inheritance in your ascension. 

We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • 1 Corinthians 6:11 
And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Ephesians 4:28; 5:2 

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need… 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 



DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

GOSPEL READING • John 8:12 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

(“Collect for the First Sunday in Advent,” Book of Common Prayer, 1928) 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put 
upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he comes 
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal, through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 



Within A Crib My Savior Lay 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, Matthew H. Curl • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

A victor’s crown my Savior won, 
his work of love and mercy done, 
the Father’s high ascended Son: 

all glory be to Jesus! 

And soon to glory we will rise, 
because of our Lord’s sacrifice, 

new life through him, the crucified: 
All glory be to Jesus! 

And this is love! And this is grace! 
He came to earth our souls to save! 
And this is love! And this is grace! 

That Christ, our God, did come to save! 
All glory be to Jesus.  
All glory be to Jesus. 



Of The Father’s Love Begotten 
Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413 • Music: Divinum Mysterium, 11th c. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
  on them has light shone… 
6 For to us a child is born, 
  to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
  and his name shall be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
  there will be no end, 
 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
  to establish it and to uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time forth and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Christmas Lights” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.
 Or, “universal.”†



God Be Merciful To Me (Psalm 51) 
Text: Richard Redhead • Music: Christopher Miner • © 1998 Christopher Miner 

My transgressions I confess, grief and guilt my soul oppress; 
I have sinned against thy grace and provoked thee to thy face; 

I confess thy judgment just; speechless, I thy mercy trust. 

I am evil, born in sin; thou desirest truth within. 
Thou alone my Savior art, teach thy wisdom to my heart; 

make me pure, thy grace bestow, wash me whiter than the snow. 

Broken, humbled to the dust by thy wrath and judgment just, 
let my contrite heart rejoice and in gladness hear thy voice; 

from my sins O hide thy face, blot them out in boundless grace. 

Gracious God, my heart renew, make my spirit right and true; 
cast me not away from thee, let thy Spirit dwell in me; 

thy salvation’s joy impart, steadfast make my willing heart. 

Sinners then shall learn from me, and return O God to thee; 
Savior, all my guilt remove, and my tongue shall sing thy love; 

touch my silent lips O Lord, and my mouth shall praise accord. 



Once In Royal David’s City 
Text: Cecil Francis Alexander • Music: Henry J. Gauntlett • Public Domain 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 
and he leads his children on to the place where he has gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars his children crowned all in white shall be around. 



Gloria In The Highest 
Text: Ambrose (4th Century), Martin Luther (16th Century) 
Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used By Permission 

Since the star at Bethlehem brought new light to earth again, 
may our faith shine bright each day; faithful God, keep sin away. 

Christ in glory, intercede for your creature’s suff’ring need. 
Let your resurrecting pow’r soon complete the vict’ry hour. 

(Chorus) 

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing, praise to Christ our newborn King! 
With the Father, Spirit, one, let your lasting kingdom come! 

(Chorus x2) 



BENEDICTION • Numbers 6:24-26 
The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite friends, to introduce others to the Christ-centered 
community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home groups, bible 
studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while for coffee and conversation! Around 11:45am we will begin Sunday 
School classes for the children in the sanctuary, and Sermon Discussion for the adults in the Fellowship 
Hall. (Infants and toddlers are welcome to join the adults in Sermon Discussion.) 

Setup / Sound Help Needed •  If you’re available to come before Worship to help with setup, or 
interested in learning how to operate the sound board during Worship, please contact Joe Hamilton 
(jhamilton10@georgefox.edu). The help would be much appreciated! 

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (today) we participate together in some compassion 
and relief ministries to help each other and our neighbors in the community… 

• ALMS — December’s alms will go toward our denomination’s ministerial relief fund, assisting needy 
retired and disabled pastors, missionaries, church lay workers, their widows and dependent children. 
(Make checks payable to “PCA Ministerial Relief.”) If you would like to give to this fund directly, 
please use the included envelope. 

• FOOD PANTRY — The elementary school in the church’s neighborhood, W. L. Henry, is an Oregon 
Food Bank site that serves about 50 families who rely on help like this. Please bring dry or canned 
beans to donate—let’s try to collect 100 items in total! (To volunteer at the pantry, contact Jerilee 
Costa: jerilee.costa@gmail.com.) 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Ideally, each Sunday we have two volunteers: one bringing snacks for the children, the other 
bringing something for the adults. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: Sauerwein / _____  Next week: _____ / _____ 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Jaques Next week: Bonifield

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


