
PUBLIC WORSHIP • OCTOBER 29, 2017 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Revelation 19:5 
From the throne came a voice saying, 
“Praise our God, all you his servants, 
you who fear him, small and great.”  

“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ 
he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” 

Martin Luther, First of Ninety-five Wittenberg Theses (Oct. 31, 1517) 

“A man cannot apply himself seriously to repentance without knowing himself to belong to God. 
But no one is truly persuaded that he belongs to God unless he has first recognized God’s grace.” 

John Calvin 

“The Reformation was a time when men went blind, staggering drunk because they had discovered, in 
the dusty basement of late medievalism, a whole cellar full of fifteen-hundred-year-old, two-hundred 
proof Grace—bottle after bottle of pure distillate of Scripture, one sip of which would convince anyone 
that God saves us single-handedly. The word of the Gospel—after all those centuries of trying to lift 
yourself into heaven by worrying about the perfection of your bootstraps—suddenly turned out to be a 
flat announcement that the saved were home before they started… Grace has to be drunk straight: no 
water, no ice, and certainly no ginger ale; neither goodness, nor badness, nor the flowers that bloom in 
the spring of super-spirituality could be allowed to enter into the case.” 

Robert Capon



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
Text & Music: Martin Luther (1529) • Public Domain 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 
were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: 

dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth, his Name, from age to age the same, 

and he must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us: 

the Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 

one little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth: 

let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 

his kingdom is forever. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • John 8:34 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God, you are majestic in your freedom to love. You made us to share this glory, but 
we doubted you and became enslaved to sin. Left to ourselves, we are spiritually 
blind, deaf, and lame; we cannot change or help ourselves; we are dead to you in 
our rebellion. We certainly do not deserve your kindness. Yet you remain free to 
love the unlovely, which is your glory. Take pity on us, forgive us, and make us alive 
to you. Restore us to true freedom in communion with you. Your declaration of 
mercy in Christ Jesus the Lord is our only hope and prayer. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • John 8:36 
“If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Exodus 23:19 

The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD 
your God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 44:21-23 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father in heaven, you are over all and through all and in all. All things come from 
you. We exist for you. 

We praise you for all your works, especially in our creation and redemption. 

Holy Father, no one has ever seen you, except the One who is at your side. 

We thank you for making yourself known to us through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Eternal Father, you loved the Son before the foundation of the world. By your grace you 
have loved us even as you have loved him. 

We love you because you first loved us. We want to know you and love you even as your 
Son knows you and loves you. 

Merciful Father, you did not spare your own Son, but gave him up for us all. 

We believe that you sent Jesus to die on the cross to forgive our sins. 

Father of glory, you raised your Son from the dead, and you have given all things into his 
hands. 

We tremble at your power over life and death. We submit to the authority of your Son. 

Father, you have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 

We adore you for adopting us as your sons and daughters through Christ. We rejoice that 
you have qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. 

We thank you for your daily care for our physical needs. Please keep our hearts from 
loving the gifts more than the Giver. 

Father of spirits, what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 

We trust that you love us, and that you are forming Christ in us through our temporary 
sufferings. Please have mercy on us in the weakness of our faith, and make us ready for 
heaven. 

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows, you love justice and mercy. 

We want to be more like you. Please help us to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to 
put their needs before our own. 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, teach us to pray as your Son taught His disciples, 
saying 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  



The Lord’s Prayer 
Text: Matthew 6:9-13 • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



For All The Saints 
Text: William H. How • Music: Christopher Miner • ©1998 Christopher Miner 

O may thy soldiers faithful, true, and bold, 
fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 

and win with them the victor’s crown of gold. 
Alleluia, Alelu… 

The golden evening brightens in the west; 
soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 

sweet is the calm of paradise the blest, 
Alleluia, Alelu… 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Aleluia, Alelu… 
Aleluia, Aleluia. 



GOSPEL READING • Mark 1:14-15 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “Gospel Repentance” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He *

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the †

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available for prayer upon request [James 5:13-16].)  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the *

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”†



Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands 
Text: Martin Luther • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission  



When This Passing World Is Done 
Text & Music: Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1837) • Public Domain 



BENEDICTION • Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite a friend, to introduce people to the Christ-
centered community and life of the church! For information about our regular meetings like home 
groups, bible studies for men and women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

– 

After Worship • Please stay a while and join us for coffee and conversation. Around 11:45am we start 
Sunday School—kids will meet in the sanctuary before going to their classes, and adults will meet in the 
fellowship hall for Sermon Discussion (young children are welcome to accompany their parents). 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Nov. 4 at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple Street). Each time we 
meet we discuss a phrase of the Apostles’ Creed. This time: “The Life Everlasting.” (Check 
applyingthegospel.com this week for the blog post we’ll discuss together.) RSVP and let Eric know what 
part of the meal you’ll bring, and if you’ll have a friend with you (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com). 

Daylight Saving Time • Turn your clocks back an hour on Saturday night! 

Mercy Sunday • On the first Sunday of each month (Nov. 5) we participate together in a couple different 
ministries of mercy and compassion. It’s good for us to cultivate regular habits like these so that 
generosity and helping others become “second-nature” to us and to our children. So, we'll collect alms, 
financial gifts that go to a fund that our deacons oversee for the purposes of alleviating urgent needs 
among members of our church and community. We will also gather donations for the food pantry at the 
elementary school in the church’s neighborhood, W. L. Henry. Many of the school’s impoverished 
families rely on help like this—thank you! (To sign up, contact Jerilee Costa: jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Refreshments Volunteers • Bringing refreshments to share at church is a great way to practice 
hospitality. Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: Elliott Next week: C. Boden / Bonifield 

Nursery Volunteers • Can you play with young children and help their parents once every 6-8 weeks? 
Join the nursery rotation! Contact: Rainy Aznoe (rainyrr@aol.com). 

Today: Rickis Next week: Elliott

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


