
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 4, 2016 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • James 5:8 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

~ 
(First candle) We light this candle in hope. 

(Second candle) We light this candle for peace. 



Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 
Text: Frank Houghton • Music: French Carol Melody • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Acts 2:38 

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
O Lord, we have loved other gods before you and have become their servants. We 
have not worshiped you in spirit and in truth. We have brought insult upon your 
reputation. We have not trusted you to give us rest. We have not honored others as 
they deserve. We have hated our neighbors. Our desires are all distorted and 
misplaced. We have taken for ourselves what did not belong to us. We have lied, 
slandered, and gossiped. We have coveted the good blessings you gave to others. O 
Lord, have mercy on us, for we have not kept your law. Forgive us for the sake of 
your Son, our Savior, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Acts 4:12 
“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 

Concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 
you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something 
aside and store it up, as he may prosper. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING • Romans 5:1 

Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came into the world to reign in justice as our King: 

Cause our President and Congress to love justice and mercy. Help our Mayor and 
City Council to increase the peace of the city. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came into the world to destroy the works of the devil: 

Restrain the wickedness in our city by your Law. Destroy the wickedness in our own 
hearts by your Spirit. Protect us from the temptations, deceit and accusations of the 
devil. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came into the world to bring us peace with God: 

Bring peace between nations in Your world; help Ascension to live in your peace 
together; come again soon to fully establish your peace on earth. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came into the world to seek and save that which was 
lost: 

Show mercy to our friends who do not yet know you; deepen our faith in the 
Gospel of grace. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came into the world to destroy death and to bring life 
and immortality to light through the gospel: 

Comfort those who are suffering in grief, in poverty, in sickness, in injustice. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you came into the world to sympathize with our weaknesses: 

Please hear us as we bring you our specific requests. (Silent prayer) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray now in the words you taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Felix Mendelssohn • Public Domain 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 
late in time, behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 



Hosanna In The Highest 
Text: The Book of Common Prayer • Music: Benjamin Wilkinson • Public Domain 

To earth you came a tiny babe, to earth you came our souls to save; 
a child born meek and lowly, the infant King of Glory! 

To earth you came a tiny babe, to earth you came our souls to save; 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! in the highest! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! in the highest! 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Micah 5:1-5a 
1 Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 
  siege is laid against us; 
 with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 
  on the cheek. 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
  who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
 whose coming forth is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has given birth; 
 then the rest of his brothers shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth. 
5 And he shall be their peace. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Peace” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

VOWS FOR BAPTISM OF COVENANT CHILDREN 
Juniper Dixie Lee Jaques 

1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, 
and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in her behalf, and do you look in faith 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for her salvation, as you do for your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble 
reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before her a godly 
example, that you will pray with and for her, that you will teach her the 
doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s 
appointment, to bring her up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

* Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting these parents 
in the Christian nurture of this child? 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].)  



The Love of God 
Music and Lyrics by F. M. Lehman (1917) • Public Domain 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made, 
were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man a scribe by trade, 

to write the love of God above, would drain the ocean dry. 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky. 

O love of God, how rich and pure! How measureless and strong! 
It shall forevermore endure—the saints and angel’s song! 

(Repeat chorus) 



Of The Father’s Love Begotten 
Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413 • Music: Divinum Mysterium, 11th c. 



Within A Crib My Savior Lay 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, Matthew H. Curl • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

A victor’s crown my Savior won, 
his work of love and mercy done, 
the Father’s high ascended Son: 

all glory be to Jesus! 

And soon to glory we will rise, 
because of our Lord’s sacrifice, 

new life through him, the crucified: 
All glory be to Jesus! 

And this is love! And this is grace! 
He came to earth our souls to save! 
And this is love! And this is grace! 

That Christ, our God, did come to save! 
All glory be to Jesus.  
All glory be to Jesus. 



BENEDICTION • 2 Peter 1:2 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you 

in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite a friend, to introduce people to the Christ-
centered community and life of the church! 

Sunday School •  After Worship, and some time for fellowship and coffee, join us for Sunday 
School. Kids will meet in the sanctuary before going to their classes. Adults will meet in the fellowship 
hall for sermon discussion (young children are welcome to accompany their parents). 

Mercy Sunday • Today… The Backpack Project and Almsgiving (December’s alms will go toward  our 
denomination’s ministerial relief fund, assisting needy retired and disabled pastors, missionaries, church 
lay workers, their widows and dependent children). 

Finance Report (through Oct.) • Giving: $119k Expenses: $112k Account Balance: $60k 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups, bible studies for men and 
women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

Nursery Volunteers 

Today: Sery Next Sunday: Jaques 

Refreshments Volunteers 
(Contact: Nicole Hamilton, neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: C. Boden Next Sunday: _____

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


