
Public Worship on the Lord’s Day 
August 28, 2016 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • 1 Chronicles 16:23-25 
Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

and he is to be held in awe above all gods. 

“One feels on holy ground when entering the Prologue to the Gospel [of John]. Here we have the 
overture to the symphony of the whole gospel, the preface to the greatest story ever told, the 
introduction to history’s central fact, the foreword to the Last Word, and the preamble to the realities 
most trusted by the worldwide Church.” 

Frederick Dale Bruner 

“The solution [to] the riddle of life in space and time 
lies outside space and time.” 

Ludwig Wittgenstein



Praise To The Lord, The Almighty 
Text: Joachim Neander • Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
He is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 44:21-22 

Remember these things, O Jacob, 
 and Israel, for you are my servant; 
I formed you; you are my servant; 
 O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 
I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud 
 and your sins like a mist; 
return to me, for I have redeemed you. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
We confess, our Father, that we do not live up to the family name. We are more 
ready to resent than to forgive, more ready to manipulate than to serve, more ready 
to fear than to love, more ready to keep our distance than to welcome, more ready 
to compete than to help. At the root of this behavior is mistrust. We do not love one 
another as we should, because we do not believe that you love us as you do. 
Forgive us our cold unbelief. And make more vivid to us the meaning and depth of 
your love at the cross. Show us what it cost you to give up your Son that we might 
become your sons and daughters. We ask this in the name of Jesus our 
righteousness. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 44:23 
Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; 
 shout, O depths of the earth; 
break forth into singing, O mountains, 
 O forest, and every tree in it! 
For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 
 and will be glorified in Israel. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Philippians 4:11-13, 19-20 

I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought 
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me… And my God will supply every need of yours according 
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 



DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 129 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 
above all for your inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 
hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and 
by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.  



O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
Text: George Matheson • Music: Christopher Miner • ©1997 Christopher Miner 



My Jesus, As Thou Wilt 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

My Jesus, as thou wilt: all shall be well for me; 
each changing future scene I gladly trust with thee. 

Straight to my home above, I travel calmly on, 
and sing in life or death, “My Lord, thy will be done.” 

Amen! Amen! Amen! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Amen. 



GOSPEL READING • John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • The Good Word (Rev. Eric Costa) 





 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 1

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 2

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].)  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”2



A Sinner’s Cry 
Text: Samuel Medley • Music: Matthew Curl • Used by Permission 

To thee I come, a sinner vile; 
upon me, Lord, vouchsafe to smile; 

mercy, through blood, I make my plea, 
O God, be merciful to me. 

(Chorus) 

To thee I come, a sinner great; 
and well thou knowest all my state. 

Yet full forgiveness is with thee, 
O God, be merciful to me. 

(Chorus) 
O God, be merciful to me. 



Of The Father’s Love Begotten 
Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413 • Music: Divinum Mysterium, 11th c. 



BENEDICTION • 2 Corinthians 13:11 
Finally, brothers, rejoice. 

Aim for restoration, comfort one another, 
agree with one another, live in peace; 

and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

~ 

Remember: every gathering is an opportunity to invite a friend, to introduce people to the Christ-
centered community and life of the church! 

Mercy Sunday • Sun., Sept. 4… Almsgiving during Communion… The Backpack Project after Worship. 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Sept. 10 at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple Street). 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups, bible studies for men and 
women, and more, please visit ascensionpc.org/calendar. 

Nursery Volunteers 

Today: Childers Next Sunday: Aznoe 

Refreshments Volunteers 
(Contact: Nicole Hamilton, neh.hamilton@gmail.com) 

Today: _____ Next Sunday: _____

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


