
November 29, 2015 
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 68:4 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 
his name is the LORD; 

exult before him! 

She’s the candle burnin’ in my room 
Yeah, I’m like the needle 
The needle and spoon… 

I’m in a fever when I’m beside her 
Desire 

Bono 

“You have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you.” 

Augustine



Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
Text: Johann Olearius (1611-1684) 
Music: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David (Geneva, 1551) • Public Domain 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, since the Kingdom now is here.   

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him! 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain! 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign! 

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
The Lord be with you. Ruth 2:4 
The Lord bless you. 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Joel 2:12-13 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
 “return to me with all your heart, 
 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the LORD your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
 and he relents over disaster. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Holy Father, you see us as we are, and know our inmost thoughts. We confess that 
we are unworthy of your gracious care. We forget that all life comes from you and 
that to you all life returns. We have not sought to do your will with our whole 
hearts. We have not lived as grateful children, nor loved as Christ loved us. Apart 
from you, we are nothing. Only your grace can sustain us. Lord, in your mercy, 
forgive us, heal us, and make us whole. Set us free from our sin, and restore us to 
the joy of your salvation now and forever. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Joel 2:32 

Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Ephesians 4:28; 5:2 
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need… 
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



GOSPEL READING • Luke 7:36-50 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. O Christ, begotten of 
the Father before all time, born in a stable at Bethlehem, may your church be a sign 
of hope and glory. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, truly risen from the dead, our Alpha and Omega, may the whole world 
live in peace and justice, according to Your will. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in fulfillment of promise, 
fulfill the needs and desires of those who are sick or sorrowful. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace. 

Teach us to proclaim the good news of your Son, who lives and reigns with You in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. 

God, teach us to pray as your Son taught His disciples, saying 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



I Lay My Sins On Jesus 
Text: Horatius Bonar (1843) • Music: Bartholomaeus Gesius (1605) • Public Domain 



O Come All Ye Faithful 
Latin Hymn: Adeste Fideles • Public Domain 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 

(Chorus) 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

(Chorus) 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

(Chorus) 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Song of Songs 1:1-4 
1 The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s. 

   SHE 
2 Let him kiss me  with the kisses of his mouth! 1

 For your love is better than wine; 
3  your anointing oils are fragrant; 
 your name is oil  poured out; 2

  therefore virgins love you. 
 Draw me after you; let us run. 
4  The king has brought me into his chambers. 

   OTHERS 
 We will exult and rejoice in you; 
  we will extol your love more than wine; 
  rightly do they love you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Desire” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

 “Let him kiss me. The Hebrew yeshaquini puns on yashquini, ‘let him give me drink,’ since the kisses 1

are likened to wine.” (Robert Altar, Strong As Death Is Love)

 Name… oil is a wordplay (Hebrew shem… shemen).2



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 3

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 4

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].)  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 3

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”4



Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 
Text: Frank Houghton • Music: French Carol Melody • Public Domain 



Gloria In The Highest 
Text: Ambrose (4th Century), Martin Luther (16th Century) 
Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used By Permission 

Since the star at Bethlehem brought new light to earth again, 
may our faith shine bright each day; faithful God, keep sin away. 

Christ in glory, intercede for your creature’s suff’ring need. 
Let your resurrecting pow’r soon complete the vict’ry hour. 

(Chorus) 

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing, praise to Christ our newborn King! 
With the Father, Spirit, one, let your lasting kingdom come! 

(Chorus x2) 



Joy To The World 
Text: Isaac Watts • Music: George Frederick Handel • Public Domain 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 



BENEDICTION • 2 Thessalonians 3:5 
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of 
Christ. 

~ 

Sunday School • After Worship, and some time for fellowship and coffee, join us for Sunday 
School. Kids will meet in the sanctuary before going to their classes. Adults will meet in the fellowship 
hall for sermon discussion (young children are welcome to accompany their parents). 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Dec. 5 at the Costa home. Each time we meet we’ll look briefly 
at a phrase from the Apostles’ Creed. Eric will provide a teaching to kickstart our table conversations. 
This time: “in God, the Father.” This should be a great opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors! 
RSVP (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com), and let Eric know if you can help by bringing part of the breakfast. 

Mercy Sunday • Dec. 6… On the first Sunday of each month we collect a special offering—Alms—
during the Lord’s Supper, to help meet needs in our congregation and community. After Worship we 
engage together in a ministry of compassion—the Backpack Project—providing food to children in need 
at W. L. Henry Elementary School (this is an easy ministry for the children of the church to participate 
in). To sign up to bring food supplies, contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Congregational Meeting • Sun., Dec. 6 after Worship. The purpose of this meeting will be to elect Dave 
Bull and Tim Sery to the office of Deacon. Members may vote, though everyone is invited to join us. 

Christmas Eve Service • 7pm Thu., Dec. 24. 

Financial Report YTD through Oct. 31 

Giving: $107,000  Expenses: $117,000  Account Balance: $12,000 

Musicians • Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:30 at the Costa home for fellowship and practice. Families 
are welcome. Also, if you’re interested in Advent choir, contact Kady Boden (kady@ascensionpc.org). 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Pope Next Sunday: Childers 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Sery Next Sunday: Friesen 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


