
November 15, 2015 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 66:1-2 
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

sing the glory of his name; 
give to him glorious praise! 

“But we say that [Christian emperors] are happy if they rule justly… if they make their power the 
handmaid of His majesty by using it for the greatest possible extension of His worship… if they fear, 
love, worship God… if they are slow to punish, ready to pardon… if they prefer to govern depraved 
desires rather than any nation whatever; and if they do all these things, not through ardent desire of 
empty glory, but through love of eternal felicity, not neglecting to offer to the true God, who is their God, 
for their sins, the sacrifices of humility, contrition, and prayer. Such Christian emperors, we say, are 
happy in the present time by hope, and are destined to be so in the enjoyment of the reality itself, when 
that which we wait for shall have arrived.” 

Augustine, City Of God 

“With great power comes great responsibility.” 

Uncle Ben



Praise To The Lord, The Almighty 
Text: Joachim Neander • Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
The Lord be with you. Ruth 2:4 
The Lord bless you. 
Let us pray… 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Jeremiah 2:12-13 

“Be appalled, O heavens, at this; 
 be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the LORD, 
for my people have committed two evils: 
they have forsaken me, 
 the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for themselves, 
 broken cisterns that can hold no water.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with heart, soul, mind, strength, 
and our neighbor as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess 
that our affections continually turn away from you: from purity to lust, from 
freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from fullness to emptiness. 
Have mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 
commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the image of your loving Son, 
Jesus, that we may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Jeremiah 3:22a 

“Return, O faithless sons; 
 I will heal your faithlessness.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Daniel 4:28-37 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords: 

We pray for our leaders, near and far, that they might love justice and mercy; we 
pray for our local leaders, that they might promote the peace of the city. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death in triumph over evil and oppression: 

We ask you to restrain the wickedness in our city by your Law; we ask you to 
destroy the wickedness in our own hearts by your Spirit. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as the Prince of peace: 

We pray for peace between nations in your world; we pray that this congregation 
might live in your peace together; we ask you to come again soon to fully establish 
your peace on earth. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death to reconcile us to God: 

We pray for our friends who do not yet know you; we pray for the deepening of our 
faith in the Gospel of grace. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death to reveal life and immortality through 
the gospel: 

We pray for comfort for those who are suffering in grief, in poverty, in sickness, and 
in injustice. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as our sympathetic High Priest: 

Please hear us as we bring you our requests. (Silent prayer) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray now in the words you taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots • Music: Kentucky Harmony (1820), arr. Chip Ueltschey 



Jesus Lives And So Shall I 
Text: Christian F. Gellert • Music: Matthew Curl • Used by Permission 

Jesus lives, and by his grace, vict’ry o’er my passions giving, 
I will cleanse my heart and ways, ever to his glory living. 
Me he raises from the dust: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus) 

Jesus lives, I know full well, naught from him my heart can sever, 
life nor death, nor pow’rs of hell, joy nor grief, henceforth forever. 

None of all his saints is lost: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus) 

Jesus lives and death is now but my entrance into glory. 
Courage, then, my soul, for thou hast a crown of life before thee; 
thou shalt find thy hopes were just: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus x2) 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Ephesians 6:5-9 
5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere 
heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but 
as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service 
with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good 
anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant 
or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that 
he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality 
with him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “True Authority” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 1

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 2

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

VOWS FOR BAPTISM OF COVENANT CHILDREN 
Maxwell Godfrey Sery; Joshua Walter Sery 

1. Do you acknowledge your children’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, 
and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in their behalf, and do you look in faith 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation, as you do for your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your children to God, and promise, in 
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before them a 
godly example, that you will pray with and for them, that you will teach them 
the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of 
God’s appointment, to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

* Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting these parents 
in the Christian nurture of these children? 

French Reformed Baptismal Liturgy • Little children, for you Jesus Christ has come, 
he has fought, he has suffered. For you he entered the shadow of Gethsemane and 
the horror of Calvary. For you he uttered the cry, “It is finished!” For you he rose 
from the dead and ascended into heaven and there he intercedes—for you, little 
children, even though you do not know it. But in this way the word of the Gospel 
becomes true. “We love him, because he first loved us.” 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”2



PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 

(Greet one another with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].)  



How Deep The Father’s Love For Us 
Text & Music: Stuart Townend • ©1995 Thankyou Music 



Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me 
Text: Psalm 139 and the Gloria Patri 
Music: Sarum Plainsong, c. 14th century, arr. Chip Ueltschey 



BENEDICTION • 2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

~ 

Sunday School • After Worship, and some time for fellowship and coffee, join us for Sunday 
School. Kids will meet in the sanctuary before going to their classes. Adults will meet in the fellowship 
hall for sermon discussion (young children are welcome to accompany their parents). 

Home Group • Today after Worship and Sunday School at the Pope home (15953 SW Tuscany, Tigard). 
Everyone is welcome! 

Moms’ Group • 10am Tue., Nov. 17 at the home of Jerilee Costa (1890 SE Maple Street, Hillsboro). 
Lunch will be provided. RSVP: jerilee.costa@gmail.com. 

Prayer Home Group • Next Sunday (Nov. 22) after Worship and Sunday School at the Costa home 
(1890 SE Maple Street, Hillsboro). Everyone is welcome! We’ll eat lunch together, then discuss “Prayer 
As A Gift Of God,” from Karl Barth’s book, Prayer. 

Congregational Meeting • Sun., Dec. 6 after Worship. The purpose of this meeting will be to elect Dave 
Bull and Tim Sery to the office of Deacon. Members may vote, though everyone is invited to join us. 

Musicians • Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:30 at the Costa home for fellowship and practice. Families 
are welcome. Also, if you’re interested in Advent choir, contact Kady Boden (kady@ascensionpc.org). 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Friesen Next Sunday: Hamilton 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Costa Next Sunday: Hamilton 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


