
October 4, 2015 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 33:1-5 
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. 

Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; 
make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! 

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 

For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
He loves righteousness and justice; 

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. 

“Thinking of work mainly as a means of self-fulfillment and self-realization slowly crushes a person… 
Indeed, as Bible scholar Bruce Waltke points out, the Bible says that the very definition of righteous 
people is that they disadvantage themselves to advantage others, while ‘the wicked are willing to 
disadvantage the community to advantage themselves.’” 

Timothy Keller, Every Good Endeavor



Come, Holy Ghost 
Text: Rhabanus Maurus (A.D. 776-856); chorus by Ray Mills (2005) 
Music: Bruce Benedict & Ray Mills • ©2006 Cardiphonia Music, ©2006 Raymond G. Mills 

O Holy Ghost, through thee alone know we the Father and the Son; 
be this our firm, unchanging creed, that thou dost from them both proceed, 

that thou dost from them both proceed. 

(Chorus x2) 

Praise we the Lord, Father and Son, and Holy Spirit with them one; 
and may the Son on us bestow all gifts that from the Spirit flow, 

all gifts that from the Spirit flow. 

(Chorus x2) 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 30:18 
The LORD waits to be gracious to you, 
 and he exalts himself to show mercy to you. 
For the LORD is a God of justice; 
 blessed are all those who wait for him. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Heavenly Father, our thoughts and motives cannot be hidden from your sight. Our 
self-pity and pride, our cowardice and sloth, our anger and envy are laid bare 
before your eyes and ours. We open ourselves to you and ask that you forgive us 
and cover us in Christ. Let us hear your voice telling us that his blood is our peace, 
his death our freedom, his smiting our safety. And let our hearts know that your 
service is perfect freedom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 30:19 
A people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely 
be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Luke 6:38 
“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Leviticus 19:1-18 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

We extol you our God and King. You exist in the mystery of the Trinity as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

You live independent of all that you have created. You uphold and govern your creation 
by your wise and holy providence. Your wisdom is unsearchable, and your thoughts are 
higher than ours. Your justice is absolute and perfectly fair. There is none like you, the 
Holy One of Israel. 

Yet, as our great God and King, you show mercy and compassion to your creatures. 

You dwell with the meek and lowly. Your tender mercies are over all of your works. The 
broken spirit and the contrite heart you do not despise. You live with us in grace as our 
Father. 

We come to you now through our Lord Jesus Christ to plead for your care for the 
Church. 

Strengthen the churches that proclaim your gospel. Bless the churches and church 
plants of the Pacific Northwest Presbytery, and especially our church here at Ascension. 

We pray also for your help and blessing for our city. 

Grant your help and protection to our Mayor and City Council. Please bring financial 
prosperity to our city. Make Hillsboro a more just and merciful and peaceful 
community. Help your people to benefit our city and to reflect your grace in our 
callings. 

Father, we thank you for the mercy and kindness you have shown to us in this country. 

Give us wisdom in the use of our wealth. We ask for purity in the use of our freedoms. 
We ask that our leaders might serve with humility, compassion and justice. 

Our Savior, we appeal to your great compassion for help to those among us who are 
suffering. 

Heal those who are sick. Encourage those who are discouraged and depressed. Provide 
for those who are struggling financially. Comfort those who are grieving. Give hope to 
those who are suffering in guilt and doubt. 

Our great God, we ask you to hear us and to work in us that which is pleasing to you, 
as we pray in the words our Savior taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  



I Know That My Redeemer Lives—Glory, Hallelujah! 
Text: Samuel Medley • Music: American Folk Hymn • Public Domain 



Love Me To The End 
Text: Samuel Medley • Music: Jeff Koonce • ©2006 Red Mountain Music 

Before thy face I’ve told my case; Lord help and mercy send; 
pity my soul and make me whole, and love me to the end. 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2 
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth  with 1

his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin ; do 2

not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.      
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, 
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “The Hard Work Of Love” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

 See Zechariah 8:16.1

 See Psalm 4:4.2



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 3

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 4

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 3

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”4



Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands 
Text: Martin Luther • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



Jesus Lives And So Shall I 
Text: Christian F. Gellert • Music: Matthew Curl • Used by Permission 

Jesus lives, and by his grace, vict’ry o’er my passions giving, 
I will cleanse my heart and ways, ever to his glory living. 
Me he raises from the dust: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus) 

Jesus lives, I know full well, naught from him my heart can sever, 
life nor death, nor pow’rs of hell, joy nor grief, henceforth forever. 

None of all his saints is lost: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus) 

Jesus lives and death is now but my entrance into glory. 
Courage, then, my soul, for thou hast a crown of life before thee; 
thou shalt find thy hopes were just: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus x2) 



BENEDICTION • 1 Kings 8:57-58 
The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or 
forsake us, that he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways. 

~ 

Sunday School • After Worship, and some time for fellowship and coffee, join us for Sunday 
School… Kids will meet in the sanctuary before going to their classes. Adults will meet in the fellowship 
hall for sermon discussion (young children are welcome to accompany their parents). 

Mercy Sunday • Today (Oct. 4)… On the first Sunday of each month we collect a special offering (Alms) 
during the Lord’s Supper, to help meet needs in our congregation and community. After Worship we 
engage together in a ministry of compassion (the Backpack Project) providing food to children in need at 
W. L. Henry Elementary School. 

Musicians • Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:30 at the Costa home for fellowship and practice. Families 
are welcome. Also, if you’re interested in Advent choir, contact Kady Boden (kady@ascensionpc.org). 

Moms’ Group • Enjoy relaxing with other moms with young children, and invite your friends! 

• 10am Tue., Oct. 6 at the home of Tracy Edwards. Lunch provided, but see Tracy about bringing 
something for the kids or a pastry for the pre-lunch coffee. RSVP (tracyedwards78@yahoo.com). 

• 10am Wed., Oct. 28 at the home of Sara Sery. The Serys have a bit of a volunteer pumpkin patch, 
so toss costumes on your kids (or leave them in their pajamas!) and they can pick one to take 
home. Lunch provided. RSVP (the.serys@gmail.com). 

Women’s Retreat • Fri. - Sun., Oct. 16-18 at Rockaway Beach. $70. Contact Cheryl Boden to help with 
meals (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast • 7:30am Sat., Oct. 31 at the Costa home. Eric will teach briefly to begin our 
mealtime conversation together. This should be a great opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors! 
RSVP (rev.eric.costa@gmail.com), and let Eric know if you can help by bringing part of the breakfast. 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Pope 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Costa Next Sunday: Pope 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


