
September 27, 2015 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 30:4-5 
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment, 

and his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may tarry for the night, 
but joy comes with the morning.  

“It’s just the same story as a doctor once told me,” observed the elder… “‘I love humanity,’ he said, ‘but I 
wonder at myself. The more I love humanity in general, the less I love man in particular. In my dreams,’ 
he said, ‘I have often come to making enthusiastic schemes for the service of humanity, and perhaps I 
might actually have faced crucifixion if it had been suddenly necessary; and yet I am incapable of living 
in the same room with anyone for two days together, as I know by experience. As soon as anyone is near 
me, his personality disturbs my self-complacency and restricts my freedom. In twenty-four hours I begin 
to hate the best of men: one because he’s too long over his dinner; another because he has a cold and 
keeps on blowing his nose. I become hostile to people the moment they come close to me.’ … Love in 
action is a harsh and dreadful thing compared to love in dreams.” 

Elder Zosima in Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov



Built On The Rock The Church Doth Stand 
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig • Music: Ludvig M. Lindemann • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 6:1, 5 
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple… And I said: “Woe is me! For I 
am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Merciful God, you sent Jesus to be for us the way, the truth, and the life. We confess 
that we have turned aside to our own way, have ignored your precious word, and 
have sought to find happiness outside of your will and apart from you. In your 
mercy forgive us. We would flee to no other refuge, build on no other foundation, 
receive from no other fullness, rest in no other relief; but alone entrust ourselves to 
Jesus’ saving power, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 6:6-7 
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this 
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 10:8 
“Freely you have received. Freely give.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Exodus 20:1-17 
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.      
5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, 
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 
your neighbor’s.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

(Elder prays) 

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Rejoice In Christ Your King 
Text: Edward H. Plumtree • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest, 
the pilgrims reach their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice in Christ your King! 

Praise God, who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore: 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God forevermore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice in Christ your King! 



God Of My Life 
Text: William Cowper (1731-1800) • Music: Benj Pocta, Clint Wells, Brian T. Murphy 
©2007 Red Mountain Music 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2 
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth  with 1

his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin ; do 2

not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil.      
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, 
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “‘Community Building,’ or, ‘The Imitation of God’” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

 See Zechariah 8:16.1

 See Psalm 4:4.2



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • Colossians 1:15-20 
Who is Jesus Christ? 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].) 



Stricken, Smitten, And Afflicted 
Text: Thomas Kelly • Music: Phillip Palmertree • Public Domain 



I’ll Fly Away 
Text & Music: Albert E. Brumley (1929) • Public Domain 

Some bright morning when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away! 
To a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away! 

(Chorus) 
I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away! 

When I die, hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away! 
 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I’ll fly away! 
Like a bird from these prison walls I’ll fly, I’ll fly away! 

(Chorus) 

Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away! 
To a land where joys will never end, I’ll fly away! 

(Chorus) 



BENEDICTION • 2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

~ 

Sunday School • We’re looking forward to starting classes again on Sun., Oct. 4! If you are able to help 
teach the children, please contact Joe Pope (pope.joe@gmail.com). 

Home Group • Today at the Costa home. This will be our final discussion of Bolsinger’s book, It Takes A 
Church To Raise A Christian (chs 10-12 + conclusion). 

Mercy Sunday • Oct. 4… On the first Sunday of each month we collect a special offering—Alms—
during the Lord’s Supper, to help meet needs in our congregation and community. After Worship we 
engage together in a ministry of compassion—the Backpack Project—providing food to children in need 
at W. L. Henry Elementary School (this is an easy ministry for the children of the church to participate 
in). To sign up to bring food supplies, contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Musicians • Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:30 at the Costa home for fellowship and practice. Families 
are welcome. Also, if you’re interested in Advent choir, contact Kady Boden (kady@ascensionpc.org). 

Women’s Retreat • Fri. - Sun., Oct. 16-18 at Rockaway Beach. $70. Contact Cheryl Boden to register 
and to help with meals (wu.gardens@gmail.com). 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Friesen Next Sunday: Hamilton 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Tayun Next Sunday: Costa 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 
(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 
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(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


