
August 23, 2015 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • 1 Chronicles 16:8-11 
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

make known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!  

“Unity is a dominant theme in the New Testament, and we should expect the bulk of our Christian 
relationships to head in that direction.” 

Ed Welch 

“The bond that joins Christians to God and to each other, though grounded in the interior working of the 
Holy Spirit, is not meant to be invisible; it must have a visible edge… The unity that already exists, 
founded on the apostolic faith, is the necessary presupposition of ecumenical striving on our part. The 
manifest imperfection of our unity, in worship and in the articulation of the apostolic faith, reveals the 
goal and vocation of the whole Christian people… Agape regards even wrong done by the other as an 
occasion for communion.” 

In One Body Through The Cross: The Princeton Proposal For Christian Unity



Come, Thou Almighty King 
Text: Anonymous • Music: Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Psalm 103:8-10 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always chide, 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

CONFESSION OF SIN • Psalm 38 
O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath! For your 
arrows have sunk into me, and your hand has come down on me. There is no 
soundness in my flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in my bones 
because of my sin. For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, 
they are too heavy for me. But for you, O LORD, do I wait; it is you, O Lord my 
God, who will answer. I confess my iniquity; I am sorry for my sin. Do not forsake 
me, O LORD! O my God, be not far from me! Make haste to help me, O Lord, my 
salvation! Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Psalm 103:11-13 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father shows compassion to his children, 
 so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Psalm 96:8 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 133 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Father in heaven, you are over all and through all and in all. All things come from 
you. We exist for you. 
We praise you for all your works, especially in our creation and redemption. 

Holy Father, no one has ever seen you, except the One who is at your side. 
We thank you for making yourself known to us through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Eternal Father, you loved the Son before the foundation of the world. By your grace you 
have loved us even as you have loved him. 
We love you because you first loved us. We want to know you and love you even as your 
Son knows you and loves you. 

Merciful Father, you did not spare your own Son, but gave him up for us all. 
We believe that you sent Jesus to die on the cross to forgive our sins. 

Father of glory, you raised your Son from the dead, and you have given all things into his 
hands. 
We tremble at your power over life and death. We submit to the authority of your Son. 

Father, you have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
We adore you for adopting us as your sons and daughters through Christ. We rejoice that 
you have qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. 
We thank you for your daily care for our physical needs. Please keep our hearts from loving 
the gifts more than the Giver. 

Father of spirits, what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 
We trust that you love us, and that you are forming Christ in us through our temporary 
sufferings. Please have mercy on us in the weakness of our faith, and make us ready for 
heaven. 

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows, you love justice and mercy. 
We want to be more like you. Please help us to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to put 
their needs before our own. 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, teach us to pray as your Son taught His disciples, 
saying 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



God Of My Life 
Text: William Cowper (1731-1800) • Music: Benj Pocta, Clint Wells, Brian T. Murphy 
©2007 Red Mountain Music 



Come, Holy Ghost 
Text: Rhabanus Maurus (A.D. 776-856); chorus by Ray Mills (2005) 
Music: Bruce Benedict & Ray Mills • ©2006 Cardiphonia Music, ©2006 Raymond G. Mills 

O Holy Ghost, through thee alone know we the Father and the Son; 
be this our firm, unchanging creed, that thou dost from them both proceed, 

that thou dost from them both proceed. 

(Chorus x2) 

Praise we the Lord, Father and Son, and Holy Spirit with them one; 
and may the Son on us bestow all gifts that from the Spirit flow, 

all gifts that from the Spirit flow. 

(Chorus x2) 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Ephesians 4:1-6 
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call—5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Maintaining The Unity Of The Spirit” (Rev. Eric Costa) 



 



T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 1

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 2

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”2



A Hymn To God The Father 
A Poem by John Donne • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

Wilt thou forgive that sin which I have won 
others to sin, and made my sin their door? 
Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun 

a year or two, but wallow’d in a score? 

When thou hast done, thou hast not done, 
for I have more, I have more. (2x) 

I have a sin of fear that when I’ve spun 
my last thread, I shall perish on the shore; 

but swear by thyself, that at my death thy sun 
shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore. 

And, having done that, thou hast done. 
I fear no more. I fear no more. (2x) 



As We Walk Along Beside You 
Text: Michael A. Perry (Luke 24) • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 



BENEDICTION • 1 Thessalonians 3:12 
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all. 

~ 

Next Sunday (Aug. 30) • Join us at the campout! We will not meet for Worship in Hillsboro. 

Church Campout • Aug. 28-30 (Friday through Sunday) at Oxbow Regional Park in Gresham on the 
Sandy River. Contact Tim Sery to reserve a spot, or to help with a group dinner. 

Sunday School • We’re looking forward to starting classes again in September! If you are able to help 
teach the children, please contact Joe Pope (pope.joe@gmail.com). 

Mercy Sunday • Sun., Sept. 6… On the first Sunday of each month we collect a special offering (Alms) 
during the Lord’s Supper, to help meet needs in our congregation and community. After Worship we 
engage together in a ministry of compassion (the Backpack Project) providing food to children in need 
at W. L. Henry Elementary School (this is an easy ministry for the children of the church to participate 
in). To sign up to bring food supplies, contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: (campout) 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Tayun Next Sunday: (campout) 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.
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Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


