
May 17, 2015 
ASCENSION SUNDAY 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 135:1-5 
Praise the LORD! 

Praise the name of the LORD, give praise, O servants of the LORD, 
who stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God! 
Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to his name, for it is pleasant! 
For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession. 

For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods.  

“‘He sitteth on the right hand of God the Father’—the summit has been reached, the perfect tenses lie 
behind us and we enter the realm of the present. That is what we have to say of our time—that is the 
first and the last thing that matters for our existence in time. At its basis lies this existence of Jesus 
Christ, His sitting at the right hand of God the Father. Whatever prosperity or defeat may occur in our 
space, whatever may become and pass away, there is one constant, one thing that remains and 
continues, this sitting of His at the right hand of God the Father. There is no historical turning-point 
which approaches this. Here we have the mystery of what we term world history, Church history, 
history of civilization; here we have the thing that underlies everything.” 

Karl Barth, Dogmatics In Outline



Hail The Day That Sees Him Rise 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Robert Williams • Public Domain 

See, he lifts his hands above! Alleluia! 
See, he shows the prints of love! Alleluia! 
Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
blessings on his church below! Alleluia! 

Lord, beyond our mortal sight, Alleluia! 
raise our hearts to reach thy height, Alleluia! 

there thy face unclouded see, Alleluia! 
find our heav’n of heav’ns in thee!  Alleluia! 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Hebrews 4:16 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
O righteous Father, you summon me to look upon the beauty and glory of your 
Son, but I have turned my gaze to the transient and created splendor of this world. I 
have secretly cherished visions of earthly wealth, beauty and power and have 
sought after them instead of the kingdom, the power, and the glory of Jesus. Forgive 
the wandering eyes of my heart and enable me by faith to fix my gaze upon the 
One who alone is worthy of all my focused attention and deepest affection. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Hebrews 4:15 
We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 10:8 
“Freely you have received. Freely give.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 114 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords: 

We pray for our leaders, near and far, that they might love justice and mercy; we 
pray for our local leaders, that they might promote the peace of the city. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death in triumph over evil and oppression: 

We ask you to restrain the wickedness in our city by your Law; we ask you to 
destroy the wickedness in our own hearts by your Spirit. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as the Prince of peace: 

We pray for peace between nations in your world; we pray that this congregation 
might live in your peace together; we ask you to come again soon to fully establish 
your peace on earth. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death to reconcile us to God: 

We pray for our friends who do not yet know you; we pray for the deepening of our 
faith in the Gospel of grace. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death to reveal life and immortality through 
the gospel: 

We pray for comfort for those who are suffering in grief, in poverty, in sickness, and 
in injustice. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as our sympathetic High Priest: 

Please hear us as we bring you our requests. (Silent prayer) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray now in the words you taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Rejoice In Christ Your King 
Text: Edward H. Plumtree • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Used by Permission 

At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest, 
the pilgrims reach their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice in Christ your King! 

Praise God, who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore: 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God forevermore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice in Christ your King! 



Be Thou My Vision 
Text: Unknown, 8th Century • Music: Slane (Irish Folk Tune) • Public Domain 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which 
he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In 
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee 
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “The New Exodus” (Rev. Pat Roach) 





T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 1

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the communion of saints, the 2

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 
(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 
(All who confess faith in Jesus Christ may partake of this Sacrament: baptized members of a congregation 
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
who seek God’s grace to live more faithfully for him in this world. Please come forward after the 
musicians. The glasses on your right contain grape juice for those who do not want wine. There are 
gluten-free crackers on the table. An Elder is available in the back for prayer [James 5:13-16].) 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it  to mean that he suffered the 1

holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”2



Before The Throne Of God Above 
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft • Music: Vikki Cook • ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship 

When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, 
upward I look to see him there, who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free, 
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me, 

to look on him and pardon me. 

Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness, 
the great unchangeable I Am, the King of glory and of grace. 

One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood, 
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God, 

with Christ my Savior and my God, 
with Christ my Savior and my God. 



Rejoice, The Lord Is King 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: John Darwall • Public Domain 



BENEDICTION • Ephesians 1:2 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

~ 

Sunday School • About 15 minutes after Worship the children will meet in the Sanctuary for singing, 
then go to their classes. Adults will meet for sermon discussion in the Fellowship Hall. 

Gospel-Centered Life Home Group • Today at the Pope home (15953 SW Tuscany St., Tigard). 

It Takes A Church Home Group • Next Sunday (5/24) at the Costa home (1890 SE Maple St., Hillsboro). 
RSVP: jerilee.costa@gmail.com. 

Church Campout • Aug. 28-30 (Friday through Sunday) at Oxbow Regional Park in Gresham on the 
Sandy River. Contact Tim Sery to reserve a spot. 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Pope 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Whipple Next Sunday: C. Boden 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.


