
 

Gustave Doré, “The Creation Of Light” (1866) 
 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 98:1-4 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm 
 have worked salvation for him. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth 
 have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises!  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The flame symbolizes 
the holy presence of 
God and the light of his 
Gospel among us. 

God has the first word 
as he calls us to 
Worship. He takes the 
initiative in our 
relationship; he makes 
himself known to us 
and moves toward us in 
love (1 John 4:19). By 
God’s grace alone we 
are invited, called into 
his presence. He has 
brought you here to 
respond to his grace. 

The Triune God is a 
singing God (Zeph. 
3:14-17)! So it is fitting 
to respond to him with 
singing…



Holy, Holy, Holy 
Text: Reginald Heber • Music: John Dykes • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Luke 23:39-41 
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 
saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But 
the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but 
this man has done nothing wrong.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
God of love, it is your will that we should love you with 
heart, soul, mind, strength, and our neighbor as ourselves, 
but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that 
our affections continually turn away from you: from purity 
to lust, from freedom to slavery, from compassion to 
indifference, from fullness to emptiness. Have mercy on us. 
Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your 
commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform us to the 
image of your loving Son, Jesus, that we may shine before 
the world to your glory. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Luke 23:42-43 
And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • 2 Corinthians 8:7-9 
As you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see 
that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a 
command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that 
your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

There is a sense in 
which all of Worship is 
prayer, a divine-human 
conversation. 

It is actually God’s 
gracious initiation in 
calling us to confession 
that enables us to do so 
(Lk. 5:1-11; Rom. 2:4). 
If not for the assurance 
of his love, we all 
would try to hide or 
deny our true guilt, for 
fear of his righteous 
anger. We cannot hide 
from God (Heb. 
4:12-13), but the Good 
News is that we don’t 
have to! 

In Christ, we are free to 
be honest about who 
we are and to admit 
what we have done as 
rebels in God’s sight. 
We confess our sin and 
our utter need for God’s 
mercy and grace 
through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ for our 
reconciliation to God. 

Because of what God 
has done for us in the 
life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we are assured 
that all our sins have 
been forgiven. Our 
relationship with God 
has been completely 
restored forever! For 
many reasons, we need 
to be reminded of this 
Good News often. 

Our grateful, joyful, 
loving response to our 
Savior is the giving of 
our very selves to him 
(Rom. 12:1). Our 
Offering is a real token 
of this (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
And the Doxology 
gives expression to our 
new desire to praise 
him (Ps. 100).



NEW TESTAMENT READING • Hebrews 2:6-9 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

You are God. 
We praise you! 

You are the Lord. 
We acclaim you! 

You are the eternal Father. 
All creation worships you! 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Power and Might, 
Heaven and earth are filled with Your glory! 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you. 

Father, of majesty unbounded, 
Your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
You, Christ, are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free, 
you did not shun the Virgin’s womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
bought with the price of your own blood, 
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

As God speaks to 
us, we listen 
attentively with 
thanksgiving. 

Because God is a 
Trinity—a Being 
in communion 
and dialogue—
God is a God of 
prayer. While he 
was on earth, the 
Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, was 
constantly praying 
to his Father, and 
he taught his 
disciples how to 
pray (Mt. 6:5-15; 
Lk. 11:1-13). And, 
now that Jesus has 
ascended into 
heaven, he 
continues to pray 
for his people 
(Heb. 7:25). 

So we often pray 
together in the 
way Jesus taught 
us, using “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” We 
pray to God as 
our Father! We 
pray according to 
Jesus’ will, and in 
his name (Jn 
14:13). We pray 
for all kinds of 
people (1 Tim. 
2:1-8), especially 
for the work of the 
Gospel in the 
world and in the 
church. 

Visit 
ascensionpc.org/
sermons/the-
lords-prayer 
to learn more 
about prayer.



And Can It Be? 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Thomas Campbell • Public Domain 



Not What My Hands Have Done 
Text: Horatius Bonar • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain 

I praise the God of grace; I trust his truth and might; 
he calls me his, I call him mine, my God, my joy, my light. 

‘Tis he who saveth me, and freely pardon gives; 
I love because he loveth me, I live because he lives. 

Not what my hands have done, but only through the Son! 
Not what my hands have done, but only through the Son! 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Genesis 1:26-28; 2:4-15, 19 
1:26 God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
  in the image of God he created him; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” … 
2:4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
 when they were created, 
 in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.  
5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of 
the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to 
rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6 and a 
mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of 
the ground—7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in 
Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.     
9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in 
the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. 
10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided 
and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the 
one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is 
gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone 
are there. 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one 
that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the 
third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth 
river is the Euphrates. 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it… 
19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of 
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man 
to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every 
living creature, that was its name. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “Work” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

The Word of God 
is one of the chief 
Elements of our 
Worship. God 
reveals himself to 
us in the word of 
his grace (Acts 
20:32) for our 
relationship and 
life with him. If he 
did not do this, 
we would have no 
hope of knowing 
him as he truly is, 
and no hope of 
our salvation. 

But God loves us, 
so he sent his Son, 
the Word of God 
himself, into the 
world to make 
himself known to 
us (Jn. 1:1-18). 
God’s Spirit 
inspired the 
written Word that 
we have in the 
Scriptures of the 
Old and New 
Testaments (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 
And God has 
called teachers to 
build up his 
people in his 
Word for love and 
service (Eph. 
4:11-16). 

God is a speaking 
God, and his 
Word to us is 
Good News 
(Rom. 15:4). It is a 
“Means of Grace” 
that he uses, by 
his Spirit, to grow 
us in our faith. We 
listen in prayerful 
anticipation of his 
good work in our 
lives.
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T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  
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CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 1

dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the 2

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI • 1 Corinthians 11:26; 5:7-8 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it 1

to mean that he suffered the holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or, “universal.”2

We respond to the 
Gospel with trust in 
God and in his work 
for us in Jesus Christ. 
We join with the 
Church throughout 
history and around 
the world as we 
publicly confess faith 
in Christ (Mt. 10:32). 

Just as we are united 
to Jesus by faith, we 
are also united to one 
another in his Spirit 
(Eph. 2:11-22). We 
maintain and show 
our unity as we share 
his peace (Eph. 4:3). 

The Lord’s Supper 
(also called 
Communion or the 
Eucharist) is the high 
point of Worship. 
Communion with 
God is the whole 
purpose of our 
creation and 
salvation in Christ. 

All who confess faith 
in Jesus Christ may 
partake of this 
Sacrament: baptized 
members of a 
congregation that 
proclaims the 
Gospel, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their brothers 
and sisters in Christ, 
and who seek God’s 
grace to live more 
faithfully for him in 
this world. 

Please come forward 
after the musicians. 
The glasses on your 
right contain grape 
juice for those who 
do not want wine.



Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands 
Text: Martin Luther • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain  



On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand 
Text: Samuel Stennett • Music: Christopher Miner • ©1997 Christopher Miner 

When I shall reach that happy place, I’ll be forever blessed; 
For I shall see my Father’s face, and in His bosom rest. 

(Chorus) 

Filled with delight my raptured soul would here no longer stay; 
Though Jordan’s waves around me roll, fearless I’d launch away. 

(Chorus) 



BENEDICTION • Psalm 115:14-15 
May the LORD give you increase, 
 you and your children! 
May you be blessed by the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth! 

~ 

Sunday School • About 15 minutes after Worship the children will meet in the sanctuary for singing, 
then go to their classes. Adults will meet for sermon discussion in the fellowship hall. 

Generous Justice Home Group • Today after Worship and Sunday School, at the home of Matthew and 
Kristine Manary (38191 NW Hahn Road, Banks). Join us for lunch, prayer, and our last conversation 
about Timothy Keller’s book. Children are welcome. 

Moms’ Group • This is a great time for community for mothers and their young children, whether they’re 
“regulars” at Ascension or not. It’s worth the effort of packing up the kids and getting out of the house! 
And please feel free to attend even if your kids are already in school. Contact: Jerilee Costa 
(jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

• 10am Tue., Feb. 24 at Manaia Coffee House (2nd & Main, downtown Hillsboro) 

Women’s Discipleship Study • 9:30am Fri., Mar. 6, location TBA. Larissa Friesen is leading discussions 
of The Trellis And The Vine, by Marshall and Payne. If you’re interested in women’s ministries, 
relationships, or personal discipleship, we highly recommend that you attend these meetings! 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Costa 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Costa 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.

God has the final word 
as he sends us out into 
the world with his 
blessing.


