
 

 

T H E  WORD  

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 95:6-8a 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
 let us kneel before the LORD our Maker! 
For he is our God, 
 and we are the people of his pasture, 
 and the sheep of his hand. 
Today, if you hear his voice, 
 do not harden your hearts. 

ASCENSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
January 25, 2015

The flame symbolizes 
the holy presence of 
God and the light of his 
Gospel among us. 

God has the first word 
as he calls us to 
Worship. He takes the 
initiative in our 
relationship; he makes 
himself known to us 
and moves toward us in 
love (1 John 4:19). By 
God’s grace alone we 
are invited, called into 
his presence. He has 
brought you here to 
respond to his grace. 

The Triune God is a 
singing God (Zeph. 
3:14-17)! So it is fitting 
to respond to him with 
singing…



Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven 
Text: Henry F. Lyte • Music: Mark Andrews • Public Domain 

Frail as summer’s flow’r we flourish, blows the wind and it is gone; 
but while mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the High Eternal One! 

Angels, help us to adore him; you behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace! 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Micah 7:18 
Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
 and passing over transgression 
 for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
 because he delights in steadfast love. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that 
your mercy is higher than the heavens, wider than our 
wanderings, deeper than all our sin. Forgive our careless 
attitudes toward your purposes, our refusal to relieve the 
suffering of others, our envy of those who have more than 
we have, our obsession with creating a life of constant 
pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, our 
neglect of your wise and gracious law. Help us to change 
our way of life so that we may desire what is good, love 
what you love, and do what you command, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Micah 7:19 
He will again have compassion on us; 
 he will tread our iniquities underfoot. 
You will cast all our sins 
 into the depths of the sea. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Acts 2:44-45 
All who believed were together and had all things in 
common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

There is a sense in 
which all of Worship is 
prayer, a divine-human 
conversation. 

It is actually God’s 
gracious initiation in 
calling us to confession 
that enables us to do so 
(Lk. 5:1-11; Rom. 2:4). 
If not for the assurance 
of his love, we all 
would try to hide or 
deny our true guilt, for 
fear of his righteous 
anger. We cannot hide 
from God (Heb. 
4:12-13), but the Good 
News is that we don’t 
have to! 

In Christ, we are free to 
be honest about who 
we are and to admit 
what we have done as 
rebels in God’s sight. 
We confess our sin and 
our utter need for God’s 
mercy and grace 
through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ for our 
reconciliation to God. 

Because of what God 
has done for us in the 
life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we are assured 
that all our sins have 
been forgiven. Our 
relationship with God 
has been completely 
restored forever! For 
many reasons, we need 
to be reminded of this 
Good News often. 

Our grateful, joyful, 
loving response to our 
Savior is the giving of 
our very selves to him 
(Rom. 12:1). Our 
Offering is a real token 
of this (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
And the Doxology 
gives expression to our 
new desire to praise 
him (Ps. 100). 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 1 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Most gracious God, who has promised to reveal his glory among 
all nations, 

Hear us as we pray for your church. Bless all the ministers of your 
word and sacraments and unite all Christians in the bonds of holy 
faith, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord God of our fathers, who has promised to take care of our 
every need, 

Give us peaceful times and fruitful seasons. Grant all in authority 
over us wisdom and strength to do your will through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Most merciful Father, comfort all who believe the good news of 
your grace. 

We pray for all who are distressed: the poor, the homeless, the 
sick, the bereaved, and those afflicted in body and mind. Comfort 
and relieve them according to your will, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

And now, as our Savior taught us, let us humbly pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

As God speaks to 
us, we listen 
attentively with 
thanksgiving. 

Because God is a 
Trinity—a Being 
in communion 
and dialogue—
God is a God of 
prayer. While he 
was on earth, the 
Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, was 
constantly praying 
to his Father, and 
he taught his 
disciples how to 
pray (Mt. 6:5-15; 
Lk. 11:1-13). And, 
now that Jesus has 
ascended into 
heaven, he 
continues to pray 
for his people 
(Heb. 7:25). 

So we often pray 
together in the 
way Jesus taught 
us, using “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” We 
pray to God as 
our Father! We 
pray according to 
Jesus’ will, and in 
his name (Jn 
14:13). We pray 
for all kinds of 
people (1 Tim. 
2:1-8), especially 
for the work of the 
Gospel in the 
world and in the 
church. 

Visit 
ascensionpc.org/
sermons/the-
lords-prayer 
to learn more 
about prayer.



In Christ Alone 
Text & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend • ©2001 Thankyou Music 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
from life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand; 
’till he returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand! 



The Son Of God Goes Forth To War 
Text and Music: Reginald Heber (1812) • Public Domain 



GOSPEL READING • Matthew 5:1-11 
1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 
God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • (Rev. Aaron Morris • Hope Presbyterian, Portland) 

The Word of God 
is one of the chief 
Elements of our 
Worship. God 
reveals himself to 
us in the word of 
his grace (Acts 
20:32) for our 
relationship and 
life with him. If he 
did not do this, 
we would have no 
hope of knowing 
him as he truly is, 
and no hope of 
our salvation. 

But God loves us, 
so he sent his Son, 
the Word of God 
himself, into the 
world to make 
himself known to 
us (Jn. 1:1-18). 
God’s Spirit 
inspired the 
written Word that 
we have in the 
Scriptures of the 
Old and New 
Testaments (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 
And God has 
called teachers to 
build up his 
people in his 
Word for love and 
service (Eph. 
4:11-16). 

God is a speaking 
God, and his 
Word to us is 
Good News 
(Rom. 15:4). It is a 
“Means of Grace” 
that he uses, by 
his Spirit, to grow 
us in our faith. We 
listen in prayerful 
anticipation of his 
good work in our 
lives.
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CONFESSION OF FAITH • Philippians 2:6-11 
What do you believe about Jesus Christ? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, being God, made himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born a man. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. (1 Cor. 5:7-8) 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

We respond to the 
Gospel with trust in 
God and in his work 
for us in Jesus Christ. 
We join with the 
Church throughout 
history and around 
the world as we 
publicly confess faith 
in Christ (Mt. 10:32). 

Just as we are united 
to Jesus by faith, we 
are also united to one 
another in his Spirit 
(Eph. 2:11-22). We 
maintain and show 
our unity as we share 
his peace (Eph. 4:3). 

The Lord’s Supper 
(also called 
Communion or the 
Eucharist) is the high 
point of Worship. 
Communion with 
God is the whole 
purpose of our 
creation and 
salvation in Christ. 

All who confess faith 
in Jesus Christ may 
partake of this 
Sacrament: baptized 
members of a 
congregation that 
proclaims the 
Gospel, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their brothers 
and sisters in Christ, 
and who seek God’s 
grace to live more 
faithfully for him in 
this world. 

Please come forward 
after the musicians. 
The glasses on your 
right contain grape 
juice for those who 
do not want wine.



I Hunger And Thirst For You O Lord 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, Matthew H. Curl • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain 

For still the desert lies my thirsting soul before; 
O living waters rise within me evermore. 
I hunger and I thirst, Jesus my manna be! 

Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, I hunger for you Lord! 
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, I hunger for you Lord! 



Be Thou My Vision 
Text: Unknown, 8th Century • Music: “Slane” (Irish Folk Tune) • Public Domain 



BENEDICTION • 2 Thessalonians 3:5 
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to 
the steadfastness of Christ. 

~ 
Aaron Morris • Aaron is the Pastor of Hope PCA in Portland (hopeportland.org). Aaron and Kara have 
three children: Walker, Sophie June, and Ford. 

Sunday School • About 15 minutes after Worship the children will meet in the sanctuary for singing, 
then go to their classes. Adults will meet for sermon discussion in the fellowship hall. 

Officer Nominations • For the month of January we’re receiving nominations for the offices of Elder and 
Deacon. Members are encouraged to participate. 

Generous Justice Home Group • Today at the home of Matthew & Kristine Manary (38191 NW Hahn 
Road, Banks). Everyone is invited to join us for lunch, prayer, and conversation. 

Moms’ Group • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

• 10am Tue., Jan. 27 at Manaia Coffee House, 2nd & Main (downtown Hillsboro). 

Mercy Sunday • Feb. 1. On the first Sunday of each month we collect a special offering—Alms—during 
the Lord’s Supper, to help meet needs in our congregation and community. After Worship we engage 
together in a ministry of compassion—the Backpack Project—providing food to children in need at W. L. 
Henry Elementary School (this is an easy ministry for the children of the church to participate in). To sign 
up to bring food supplies, contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Women’s Discipleship Study • 9:30am Fri., 2/6, 2/20, and 3/6, location TBA. Larissa Friesen is leading 
discussions of The Trellis And The Vine, by Colin Marshall and Tony Payne. 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Sery Next Sunday: ___ 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Doherty Next Sunday: Costa 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.

God has the final word 
as he sends us out into 
the world with his 
blessing.


