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CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 68:4 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 
his name is the LORD; 

exult before him! 



The People That In Darkness Sat 
Text: Paraphrase of Isaiah 9:2-7 • Music: John Morison • Public Domain 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 55:6-7 
Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, 
  that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your 
wrath! For your arrows have sunk into me, and your hand has 
come down on me. There is no soundness in my flesh because of 
your indignation; there is no health in my bones because of my sin. 
For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, 
they are too heavy for me. But for you, O LORD, do I wait; it is you, 
O Lord my God, who will answer. I confess my iniquity; I am sorry 
for my sin. Do not forsake me, O LORD! O my God, be not far from 
me! Make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation! Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 54:4-5 
Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; 
 be not confounded, for you will not be disgraced; 
for you will forget the shame of your youth, 
 and the reproach of your widowhood 
  you will remember no more. 
For your Maker is your husband, 
 the LORD of hosts is his name; 
and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, 
 the God of the whole earth he is called. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Matthew 6:19-21 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

There is a sense in 
which all of Worship is 
prayer, a divine-human 
conversation. 

It is actually God’s 
gracious initiation in 
calling us to confession 
that enables us to do so 
(Lk. 5:1-11; Rom. 2:4). 
If not for the assurance 
of his love, we all 
would try to hide or 
deny our true guilt, for 
fear of his righteous 
anger. We cannot hide 
from God (Heb. 
4:12-13), but the Good 
News is that we don’t 
have to! 

In Christ, we are free to 
be honest about who 
we are and to admit 
what we have done as 
rebels in God’s sight. 
We confess our sin and 
our utter need for God’s 
mercy and grace 
through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ for our 
reconciliation to God. 

Because of what God 
has done for us in the 
life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we are assured 
that all our sins have 
been forgiven. Our 
relationship with God 
has been completely 
restored forever! For 
many reasons, we need 
to be reminded of this 
Good News often. 

Our grateful, joyful, 
loving response to our 
Savior is the giving of 
our very selves to him 
(Rom. 12:1). Our 
Offering is a real token 
of this (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
And the Doxology 
gives expression to our 
new desire to praise 
him (Ps. 100). 



OLD TESTAMENT READING • Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
  on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 
  and the staff for his shoulder, 
  the rod of his oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
  and every garment rolled in blood 
  will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
  to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
  and his name shall be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
  there will be no end, 
 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
  to establish it and to uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time forth and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Lord, you built your church and promised to dwell with her forever. 
Bless all who guard and feed your sheep, those who shepherd souls, 
those who care for the poor, those who minister praise, as well as those 
who teach your Word, that, as you are lifted up, men and women will be 
drawn to you. 

Lord, likewise, you rule over all the nations of the earth. 
We pray for peace in every corner of the world: where there is war, 
where there is persecution, where there is starvation, where there is 
sickness, as well as every nation where there is suffering, that you will be 
glorified among the nations. 

Lord, out of the depths of eternity you moved in history in the birth of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
In him was life and the life was our light. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. Cause that light to shine ever brighter in us and through us. Amen. 

As God speaks to 
us, we listen 
attentively with 
thanksgiving. 

Because God is a 
Trinity—a Being 
in communion 
and dialogue—
God is a God of 
prayer. While he 
was on earth, the 
Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, was 
constantly praying 
to his Father, and 
he taught his 
disciples how to 
pray (Mt. 6:5-15; 
Lk. 11:1-13). And, 
now that Jesus has 
ascended into 
heaven, he 
continues to pray 
for his people 
(Heb. 7:25). 

So we often pray 
together in the 
way Jesus taught 
us, using “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” We 
pray to God as 
our Father! We 
pray according to 
Jesus’ will, and in 
his name (Jn 
14:13). We pray 
for all kinds of 
people (1 Tim. 
2:1-8), especially 
for the work of the 
Gospel in the 
world and in the 
church. 

Visit 
ascensionpc.org/
sermons/the-
lords-prayer 
to learn more 
about prayer.



On This Day, Earth Shall Ring 
Text & Music: Pie Cantiones, 1582 • Public Domain 

God’s bright star o’er his head, wise men three to him led;  
kneel they low to his bed, lay their gifts before him, 

praise him and adore him. 

(Chorus) 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 
praising Christ, Heaven’s king, born on earth to save us; 

peace and love he gave us. 

(Chorus) 



See, Amid The Winter Snow 
Text: Edward Caswall • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain 

“As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
angels singing ‘Peace on earth’, told us of the Savior’s birth.” 

(Chorus) 

Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was thine, 
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this! 

(Chorus x2) 



GOSPEL READING • Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who 
was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be 
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from 
her. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON • “The Mothers Of Jesus: Mary” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

The Word of God 
is one of the chief 
Elements of our 
Worship. God 
reveals himself to 
us in the word of 
his grace (Acts 
20:32) for our 
relationship and 
life with him. If he 
did not do this, 
we would have no 
hope of knowing 
him as he truly is, 
and no hope of 
our salvation. 

But God loves us, 
so he sent his Son, 
the Word of God 
himself, into the 
world to make 
himself known to 
us (Jn. 1:1-18). 
God’s Spirit 
inspired the 
written Word that 
we have in the 
Scriptures of the 
Old and New 
Testaments (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 
And God has 
called teachers to 
build up his 
people in his 
Word for love and 
service (Eph. 
4:11-16). 

God is a speaking 
God, and his 
Word to us is 
Good News 
(Rom. 15:4). It is a 
“Means of Grace” 
that he uses, by 
his Spirit, to grow 
us in our faith. We 
listen in prayerful 
anticipation of his 
good work in our 
lives.



���  

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  
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VOWS FOR INFANT BAPTISM 
William Paul Jaques 

1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing 
blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit? 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in his behalf, and 
do you look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his 
salvation, as you do for your own? 

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, 
and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that 
you will endeavor to set before him a godly example, that 
you will pray with and for him, that you will teach him 
the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, 
by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

* Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of this 
child? 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. (1 Cor. 5:7-8) 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

We respond to the 
Gospel with trust in 
God and in his work 
for us in Jesus Christ. 
We join with the 
Church throughout 
history and around the 
world as we publicly 
confess faith in Christ 
(Mt. 10:32). 

Just as we are united to 
Jesus by faith, we are 
also united to one 
another in his Spirit 
(Eph. 2:11-22). We 
maintain and show our 
unity as we share his 
peace (Eph. 4:3). 

The Lord’s Supper (also 
called Communion or 
the Eucharist) is the 
high point of Worship. 
Communion with God 
is the whole purpose of 
our creation and 
salvation in Christ. 

All who confess faith in 
Jesus Christ may 
partake of this 
Sacrament: baptized 
members of a 
congregation that 
proclaims the Gospel, 
who are at peace with 
God and with their 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and who seek 
God’s grace to live 
more faithfully for him 
in this world. 

Please come forward 
after the musicians. The 
glasses on your right 
contain grape juice for 
those who do not want 
wine.



Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor 
Text: Frank Houghton • Music: French Carol Melody • Public Domain 



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Felix Mendelssohn • Public Domain 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 
late in time, behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 



Good Christian Men Rejoice 
Text: John Mason Neale • Music: German Melody • Public Domain 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven’s door, and man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice! 
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 



BENEDICTION • 1 Thessalonians 3:12 
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all. 

~ 

Mercy Sunday • Jan. 4. On the first Sunday of each month we collect a special offering—Alms—during 
the Lord’s Supper, to help meet needs in our congregation and community. After Worship we engage 
together in a ministry of compassion—the Backpack Project—providing food to children in need at W. L. 
Henry Elementary School (this is an easy ministry for the children of the church to participate in). To sign 
up to bring food supplies, contact Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Informational Meeting • Jan. 4. After Worship we’ll meet to discuss the 2015 budget and the officer 
nominations process. If you consider Ascension your church home (whether you’re a member or not), 
we think it would be a good idea for you to attend this meeting. 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Ryerson 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Costa 

Finances Through November 

Reg. Giving: $113,100 Expenses: $123,900      Cash Reserves: $16,500 
Alms: $3,600  Mercy Distributions: $1,900 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.

God has the final word 
as he sends us out into 
the world with his 
blessing.


