
Welcome! Thank you for joining us. We are here for fellowship with the Triune God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—and with each other (see Jn. 4:23-24; Eph. 2:18; 1 Jn. 1:3). We hope that you will hear 
clearly the Gospel, or Good News, about Jesus Christ, through whom we know God. We also hope that 
love and grace will characterize everything we do here. If you have children age three and under, you 
may use the nursery next door to the sanctuary (or keep them with you if you prefer). Please stay for 
refreshments and conversation after the service. We would be happy to field questions you might have 
about the faith or our church. (Visit ascensionpc.org/worship to learn more about our Worship.) 

Please silence your electronic devices. 

Worship  •  November 9, 2014 

T H E  WORD 

CALL TO WORSHIP • Psalm 33:8 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
 let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

The flame symbolizes 
the holy presence of 
God and the light of his 
Gospel among us. 

God has the first word 
as he calls us to 
Worship. He takes the 
initiative in our 
relationship; he makes 
himself known to us 
and moves toward us in 
love (1 John 4:19). By 
God’s grace alone we 
are invited, called into 
his presence. He has 
brought you here to 
respond to his grace. 

The Triune God is a 
singing God (Zeph. 
3:14-17)! So it is fitting 
to respond to him with 
singing…



O Worship The King 
Text: Robert Grant (Psalm 104) • Music: Johann Michael Haydn • Public Domain 

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 

his chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
almighty, thy power hath founded of old; 
established it fast by a changeless decree, 

and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Isaiah 1:18 

“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 
 they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
 they shall become like wool.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too much for 
the comforts of this world. We have loved the gifts more than 
the giver. In your mercy, help us to see that all the things we 
pine for are shadows, but you are substance; that they are 
quicksands, but you are mountain; that they are shifting, but 
you are anchor. We plead your forgiveness on the merits of 
Jesus Christ. Accept his worthiness for our unworthiness, his 
sinlessness for our transgressions, his fullness for our emptiness, 
his glory for our shame, his righteousness for our dead works, 
his death for our life. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

(Silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Isaiah 51:11 

The ransomed of the LORD shall return 
 and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

OFFERING • Ephesians 5:1-2 

Be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God. 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING • Psalm 89:19-37 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

There is a sense in 
which all of Worship is 
prayer, a divine-human 
conversation. 

It is actually God’s 
gracious initiation in 
calling us to confession 
that enables us to do so 
(Lk. 5:1-11; Rom. 2:4). 
If not for the assurance 
of his love, we all 
would try to hide or 
deny our true guilt, for 
fear of his righteous 
anger. We cannot hide 
from God (Heb. 
4:12-13), but the Good 
News is that we don’t 
have to! 

In Christ, we are free to 
be honest about who 
we are and to admit 
what we have done as 
rebels in God’s sight. 
We confess our sin and 
our utter need for God’s 
mercy and grace 
through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ for our 
reconciliation to God. 

Because of what God 
has done for us in the 
life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we are assured 
that all our sins have 
been forgiven. Our 
relationship with God 
has been completely 
restored forever! For 
many reasons, we need 
to be reminded of this 
Good News often. 

Our grateful, joyful, 
loving response to our 
Savior is the giving of 
our very selves to him 
(Rom. 12:1). Our 
Offering is a real token 
of this (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
And the Doxology 
gives expression to our 
new desire to praise 
him (Ps. 100). 

As God speaks to us, 
we listen attentively 
with thanksgiving.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords: 

We pray for our leaders, near and far, that they might love justice 
and mercy; we pray for our local leaders, that they might 
promote the peace of the city. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death in triumph over evil 
and oppression: 

We ask you to restrain the wickedness in our city by your Law; 
we ask you to destroy the wickedness in our own hearts by your 
Spirit. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as the Prince of 
peace: 

We pray for peace between nations in your world; we pray that 
this congregation might live in your peace together; we ask you 
to come again soon to fully establish your peace on earth. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death to reconcile us to 
God: 

We pray for our friends who do not yet know you; we pray for 
the deepening of our faith in the Gospel of grace. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death to reveal life and 
immortality through the gospel: 

We pray for comfort for those who are suffering in grief, in 
poverty, in sickness, and in injustice. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from death as our sympathetic 
High Priest: 

Please hear us as we bring you our requests. (Silent prayer) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray now in the words you taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Because God is a 
Trinity—a Being 
in communion 
and dialogue—
God is a God of 
prayer. While he 
was on earth, the 
Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, was 
constantly praying 
to his Father, and 
he taught his 
disciples how to 
pray (Mt. 6:5-15; 
Lk. 11:1-13). And, 
now that Jesus has 
ascended into 
heaven, he 
continues to pray 
for his people 
(Heb. 7:25). 

So we often pray 
together in the 
way Jesus taught 
us, using “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” We 
pray to God as 
our Father! We 
pray according to 
Jesus’ will, and in 
his name (Jn 
14:13). We pray 
for all kinds of 
people (1 Tim. 
2:1-8), especially 
for the work of the 
Gospel in the 
world and in the 
church. 

Visit 
ascensionpc.org/
sermons/the-
lords-prayer 
to learn more 
about prayer.



God Is The Strength Of My Heart 
Text: Psalm 73 (1912 Psalter) • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain 

In doubt and temptation, I rest Lord in you; 
my hand is in your hand, whatever I do. 

You always are with me; you guide with your word, 
and soon into glory will take me, O Lord. 

(Chorus) 

Whom have I, O Savior, in heaven but you? 
On earth for none other I long but for you. 

My flesh and my heart may be weakened and sore, 
but God is the strength of my heart evermore. 

(Chorus) 



And Can It Be? 
Text: Charles Wesley • Music: Thomas Campbell • Public Domain 



NEW TESTAMENT READING • 1 John 5:6-12 
6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by 
the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 
the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there 
are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; 
and these three agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, the 
testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that 
he has borne concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the 
Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 
believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed 
in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And 
this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON • “The Testimony Of God” (Rev. Eric Costa) 

The Word of God 
is one of the chief 
Elements of our 
Worship. God 
reveals himself to 
us in the word of 
his grace (Acts 
20:32) for our 
relationship and 
life with him. If he 
did not do this, 
we would have no 
hope of knowing 
him as he truly is, 
and no hope of 
our salvation. 

But God loves us, 
so he sent his Son, 
the Word of God 
himself, into the 
world to make 
himself known to 
us (Jn. 1:1-18). 
God’s Spirit 
inspired the 
written Word that 
we have in the 
Scriptures of the 
Old and New 
Testaments (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 
And God has 
called teachers to 
build up his 
people in his 
Word for love and 
service (Eph. 
4:11-16). 

God is a speaking 
God, and his 
Word to us is 
Good News 
(Rom. 15:4). It is a 
“Means of Grace” 
that he uses, by 
his Spirit, to grow 
us in our faith. We 
listen in prayerful 
anticipation of his 
good work in our 
lives.
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T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

���  

CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Apostles’ Creed 
What do you believe? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 1

from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he 
shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic  church, the 2

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. (1 Cor. 5:7-8) 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP  

 When the Creed states that Jesus “descended into hell,” we understand it 1

to mean that he suffered the holy wrath of God for the sins of his people.

 Or “universal.”2

We respond to the 
Gospel with trust in 
God and in his work 
for us in Jesus Christ. 
We join with the 
Church throughout 
history and around the 
world as we publicly 
confess faith in Christ 
(Mt. 10:32). 

Just as we are united to 
Jesus by faith, we are 
also united to one 
another in his Spirit 
(Eph. 2:11-22). We 
maintain and show our 
unity as we share his 
peace (Eph. 4:3). 

The Lord’s Supper (also 
called Communion or 
the Eucharist) is the 
high point of Worship. 
Communion with God 
is the whole purpose of 
our creation and 
salvation in Christ. 

All who confess faith in 
Jesus Christ may 
partake of this 
Sacrament: baptized 
members of a 
congregation that 
proclaims the Gospel, 
who are at peace with 
God and with their 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and who seek 
God’s grace to live 
more faithfully for him 
in this world. 

Please come forward 
after the musicians. The 
cup with the ribbon 
contains grape juice for 
those who do not want 
wine. We partake by 
intinction; we dip the 
bread into the cup.



What Wondrous Love Is This 
Text: American Folk Hymn • Music: Southern Harmony • Public Domain  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A Hymn To God The Father 
A Poem by John Donne • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain 

Wilt thou forgive that sin which I have won 
others to sin, and made my sin their door? 
Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun 

a year or two, but wallow’d in a score? 

When thou hast done, thou hast not done, 
for I have more, I have more. (2x) 

I have a sin of fear that when I’ve spun 
my last thread, I shall perish on the shore; 

but swear by thyself, that at my death thy sun 
shall shine as he shines now, and heretofore. 

And, having done that, thou hast done. 
I fear no more. I fear no more. (2x) 



BENEDICTION • Revelation 1:4-5 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before 
his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

~ 

Sunday School • About 15 minutes after Worship, the children will meet in the sanctuary for singing, 
then go to their classes. Adults will meet for sermon discussion in the fellowship hall. 
Gospel-Centered Life Home Group • Today after Sunday School at the home of Joe & Cindy Pope 
(15953 SW Tuscany, Tigard). 

Music Group • All musicians (and families) are invited to join us at 6:30pm Wednesdays at the Costa 
home for a brief time of devotion, fellowship, and practice. 
Leadership Seminars • 9:15am Sundays, open to everyone… Nov. 16 - “Elders and Deacons” 
Group Baby Shower • 10:30am Sat., Nov. 22 at the Manary home (38191 NW Hahn Road, Banks). 
Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Ryerson 

Refreshments Volunteers • Contact: Nicole Hamilton (neh.hamilton@gmail.com). 

Today: Hamilton Next Sunday: Ryerson 

Finance Report (through Sept.) • Income: $92,200   Expenses: $101,700     Cash Reserves: $18k 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for men 
and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) 

____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.

God has the final word 
as he sends us out into 
the world with his 
blessing.


