
!!!!!!!!!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us. We are here for fellowship with the Triune God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit—and with each other (see Jn. 4:23-24; Eph. 2:18; 1 Jn. 1:3). We hope that you will hear 
clearly the Gospel, or Good News, about Jesus Christ, through whom we know God. We also hope that 
love and grace will characterize everything we do here. If you have children age three and under, you 
may use the nursery next door to the sanctuary (or keep them with you if you prefer). Please stay for 
refreshments and conversation after the service. We would be happy to field questions you might have 
about the faith or our church. (Visit ascensionpc.org/worship to learn more about our Worship.) 

Please silence your electronic devices. !!
WORSHIP  •  September 14, 2014 !!!!

T H E  WORD !!!!!
CALL TO WORSHIP • Revelation 19:5 
From the throne came a voice saying, 

“Praise our God, 
 all you his servants, 
you who fear him, 
 small and great.” !

The flame symbolizes 
the holy presence of 
God and the light of his 
Gospel among us. !
God has the first word 
as he calls us to 
Worship. He takes the 
initiative in our 
relationship; he makes 
himself known to us 
and moves toward us in 
love (1 John 4:19). By 
God’s grace alone we 
are invited, called into 
his presence. He has 
brought you here to 
respond to his grace. !
The Triune God is a 
singing God (Zeph. 
3:14-17)! So it is fitting 
to respond to him with 
singing…



Come, Thou Almighty King 
Text: Anonymous • Music: Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) • Public Domain 

!!



PRAYER OF INVOCATION !
CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN • Genesis 6:5 
The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. !
CONFESSION OF SIN • Ezra 9 
O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to you, my 
God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our 
guilt has mounted up to the heavens. From the days of our fathers 
to this day we have been in great guilt. And now, O our God, what 
shall we say? We have forsaken your commandments. O God, 
forgive me; forgive us, for the sake of your Son, Jesus, who died to 
take away our guilt. Amen. 

(Silent confession) !
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS • Genesis 15:6 
Abraham believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! !
OFFERING • Luke 6:38 
“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with 
the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” !
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise him, all creatures here below! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. !
OLD TESTAMENT READING • Genesis 3:11b-15 
11b “Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 The LORD God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me and I ate.” 
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your seed and her seed; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

There is a sense in 
which all of Worship is 
prayer, a divine-human 
conversation. !
It is actually God’s 
gracious initiation in 
calling us to confession 
that enables us to do so 
(Lk. 5:1-11; Rom. 2:4). 
If not for the assurance 
of his love, we all 
would try to hide or 
deny our true guilt, for 
fear of his righteous 
anger. We cannot hide 
from God (Heb. 
4:12-13), but the Good 
News is that we don’t 
have to! !
In Christ, we are free to 
be honest about who 
we are and to admit 
what we have done as 
rebels in God’s sight. 
We confess our sin and 
our utter need for God’s 
mercy and grace 
through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ for our 
reconciliation to God. !
Because of what God 
has done for us in the 
life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we are assured 
that all our sins have 
been forgiven. Our 
relationship with God 
has been completely 
restored forever! For 
many reasons, we need 
to be reminded of this 
Good News often. !
Our grateful, joyful, 
loving response to our 
Savior is the giving of 
our very selves to him 
(Rom. 12:1). Our 
Offering is a real token 
of this (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
And the Doxology 
gives expression to our 
new desire to praise 
him (Ps. 100). !
As God speaks to us, 
we listen attentively 
with thanksgiving.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Through Jesus, whom we confess as Lord, we give thanks and 
praise to the Father, calling on him who is judge of all: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For all the peoples of the world; that they may know you as the 
God of peace, we pray to you, O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For nations, leaders and governments; that integrity may mark all 
their dealings, we pray to you O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For all who labor for righteousness; that your presence and help 
may give them courage, we pray to you, O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For communities torn by dissension and strife; that your 
forgiveness may bring them healing, we pray to you, O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For the anxious, the lonely, the bereaved; that consolation and 
peace may be theirs, we pray to you, O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For the Church, your household and family; that she may be firm 
in the confession of her hope, we pray to you, O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !
For our pastor, and for all who bear Christ’s name; that their lives 
may proclaim your glory, we pray to you, O Lord: 
Father, your kingdom come. !

O God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep: make us perfect in all goodness to do your will and to be 
what you would have us be; through him to whom be glory forever, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

Because God is a 
Trinity—a Being 
in communion 
and dialogue—
God is a God of 
prayer. While he 
was on earth, the 
Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, was 
constantly praying 
to his Father, and 
he taught his 
disciples how to 
pray (Mt. 6:5-15; 
Lk. 11:1-13). And, 
now that Jesus has 
ascended into 
heaven, he 
continues to pray 
for his people 
(Heb. 7:25). !
So we often pray 
together in the 
way Jesus taught 
us, using “The 
Lord’s Prayer.” We 
pray to God as 
our Father! We 
pray according to 
Jesus’ will, and in 
his name (Jn 
14:13). We pray 
for all kinds of 
people (1 Tim. 
2:1-8), especially 
for the work of the 
Gospel in the 
world and in the 
church. !
Visit 
ascensionpc.org/
sermons/the-
lords-prayer 
to learn more 
about prayer.



Before The Throne Of God Above 
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft • Music: Vikki Cook • ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship 

!!
When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, 
upward I look to see him there, who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free, 
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me, 

to look on him and pardon me. !
Behold him there! the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness, 

the great unchangeable I Am, the King of glory and of grace. 
One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood, 

my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God, 
with Christ my Savior and my God, 
with Christ my Savior and my God. !



Jesus Lives And So Shall I 
Text: Christian F. Gellert • Music: Matthew Curl • Public Domain 

!!
Jesus lives, and by his grace, vict’ry o’er my passions giving, 

I will cleanse my heart and ways, ever to his glory living. 
Me he raises from the dust: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus) !
Jesus lives, I know full well, naught from him my heart can sever, 
life nor death, nor pow’rs of hell, joy nor grief, henceforth forever. 

None of all his saints is lost: Jesus is my hope and trust! 
(Chorus) !

Jesus lives and death is now but my entrance into glory. 
Courage, then, my soul, for thou hast a crown of life before thee; 
thou shalt find thy hopes were just: Jesus is my hope and trust! 

(Chorus) !



NEW TESTAMENT READING • 1 John 3:4-10 
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared in 
order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one 
who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on 
sinning has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let 
no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is 
righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of 
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice 
of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on 
sinning because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident 
who are the children of God, and who are the children of the 
devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, 
nor is the one who does not love his brother. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! !
SERMON • “The Seed Of God” (Rev. Eric Costa) !

The Word of God 
is one of the chief 
Elements of our 
Worship. God 
reveals himself to 
us in the word of 
his grace (Acts 
20:32) for our 
relationship and 
life with him. If he 
did not do this, 
we would have no 
hope of knowing 
him as he truly is, 
and no hope of 
our salvation. !
But God loves us, 
so he sent his Son, 
the Word of God 
himself, into the 
world to make 
himself known to 
us (Jn. 1:1-18). 
God’s Spirit 
inspired the 
written Word that 
we have in the 
Scriptures of the 
Old and New 
Testaments (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 
And God has 
called teachers to 
build up his 
people in his 
Word for love and 
service (Eph. 
4:11-16). !
God is a speaking 
God, and his 
Word to us is 
Good News 
(Rom. 15:4). It is a 
“Means of Grace” 
that he uses, by 
his Spirit, to grow 
us in our faith. We 
listen in prayerful 
anticipation of his 
good work in our 
lives.



 



���  

T H E  U PP ER  ROOM  

���  !
CONFESSION OF FAITH • The Heidelberg Catechism, 1 
What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both 
in life and in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has 
fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and has 
set me free from all the power of the devil. He also 
preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all 
things must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by 
His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes 
me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 
Amen. !
PASSING OF THE PEACE • Colossians 3:15 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

(Greet with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.”) !
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE AND PRAYER !
WORDS OF INSTITUTION • 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 !
THE MYSTERIUM FIDEI 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. (1 Cor. 5:7-8) 
The gifts of God for the people of God. !
GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP  

We respond to the 
Gospel with trust in 
God and in his work 
for us in Jesus Christ. 
We join with the 
Church throughout 
history and around the 
world as we publicly 
confess faith in Christ 
(Mt. 10:32). !
Just as we are united to 
Jesus by faith, we are 
also united to one 
another in his Spirit 
(Eph. 2:11-22). We 
maintain and show our 
unity as we share his 
peace (Eph. 4:3). !
The Lord’s Supper (also 
called Communion or 
the Eucharist) is the 
high point of Worship. 
Communion with God 
is the whole purpose of 
our creation and 
salvation in Christ. !
All who confess faith in 
Jesus Christ may 
partake of this 
Sacrament: baptized 
members of a 
congregation that 
proclaims the Gospel, 
who are at peace with 
God and with their 
brothers and sisters in 
Christ, and who seek 
God’s grace to live 
more faithfully for him 
in this world. !
Please come forward 
after the musicians. The 
cup with the ribbon 
contains grape juice for 
those who do not want 
wine. We partake by 
intinction; we dip the 
bread into the cup.



Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands 
Text: Martin Luther • Music: Matthew H. Curl • Public Domain 

!!!



In Christ Alone 
Text & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend • ©2001 Thankyou Music 

!!
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
from life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand; 
’till he returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand! !



BENEDICTION • Hebrews 13:20-21 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the 
blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, working in us that which is 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. !

~ !!
Sunday School • We start classes today! Adults will meet for sermon discussion in the fellowship 
hall. Children will meet in the sanctuary for singing, then go to their classes: 

  Pre-K  Joe Pope & Abigail Ryerson 
  Kinder  Joe Edwards & Matthew Manary 
  Grades 1-3 Brian Friesen & Nathanael Ryerson 
  Grades 4+ Dave Bull 

Home Groups • Today: Joe & Cindy Pope (15953 SW Tuscany Street, Tigard) will host a lunch 
gathering to discuss The Gospel-Centered Life. Next Sunday: Eric & Jerilee Costa (1890 SE Maple 
Street, Hillsboro) will host a lunch gathering to discuss Generous Justice. 

Moms’ Group • Contact: Sara Sery (503-327-4232). 

- 10am Tue., Sept. 30 at the home of Jerilee Costa (lunch will be provided) 
- 10am Wed., Oct. 15 at the home of Kristine Manary (lunch will be provided) 

Nursery Volunteers • Contact: Jerilee Costa (jerilee.costa@gmail.com). 
Today: Friesen Next Sunday: Ryerson 

Regular Gatherings • For information about our meetings like home groups and bible studies for 
men and women, visit ascensionpc.org/calendar.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from 
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Printed songs are used by permission under CCLI license #11109756. 

Worship at 10am Sundays  •  SE 12th & Walnut, Hillsboro 
ascensionpc.org  •  facebook.com/ascensionpc  •  twitter.com/ascensionpc 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

(Please fill out this contact card, tear it off, and drop it in the offering.) !
____________________________________________   [ ] I am a visitor. 
Name(s)       [ ] I want to know more about being a Christian. 
       [ ] I would like to get coffee with the Pastor. 
____________________________________________   [ ] Please send me the email newsletter. 
Email / Phone      [ ] Please use this info for the photo directory.

God has the final word 
as he sends us out into 
the world with his 
blessing.


